
MARINES 

II EIGHT 
TEIRII 


ROYAL Marines of 45 Commando are to go into Afghanistan to 
help mop up remaining Al Qaeda terrorists and Taliban resistance, 
Defence Secretary Geoff Hoon has announced. 

Lead elements of the force - HO Company and Whisky and Zulu Companies - arc 
already in the region in I IMS Ocean, which took over from I IMS Illustrious and HMS 
Fearless, in which 40 Cdo was embarked, last month. 


Thcv will be joined by other elements of the 
main Commando group which are preparing to 
deploy from their base at RM Condor in 
Arnroath. 

Also included arc 7 Battery of 29 Cdo Regiment, 
Royal Artillery, from Plymouth. 59 Independent 
Commando Squadron. Royal Engineers, and elements 
of the Commando Logistics Regiment, both from 
( hivenor. 

Mr lloon told the House of Commons that the 
threat from Al Qaeda and Taliban forces remained 
high - both inside Afghanistan and against states over¬ 
seas. including the UK- 

"The United States has formally requested that the 
UK provide forces to join in future military operations 
against other remnants of Al Qaeda and the Taliban 
elsewhere in Afghanistan." said Mr Hoon. 

“I have, therefore, authorised the deployment to 
Afghanistan of a full UK infantry battle group. built 
around 45 Commando. Royal Marines. This group will 
join a US-led brigade - forming a potent force ready 
to undertake such operations. 

“This is a powerful force, in total up to 

1.700 strong. We will ensure that it is ready to 

take part in operations as quickly as possible. 

“The force willjo initially to Bagram. with the first 
members of 45 commando Group on the ground 


within days, and ready to commence offensive opera¬ 
tions by mid-April." 

A further three Chinook helicopters from 27 
Squadron RAF. based at Odiham in Hampshire, will 
he sent to the area to support the Commando group. 

Mr Hoon said that the decision to send the group 
into battle - the largest military deployment for com¬ 
bat operations since the Gulf Vfor - was not a decision 
which was taken lightly. 

“It is important that the House is under no illusions 
about what this might mean." he said. 

These troops are being deployed to 
Afghanistan to take part in war-fighting oper¬ 
ations. We will be asking them to risk their 
lives. 

"Their missions will he conducted in unforgiving 
and hostile terrain against a dangerous enemy. They 
mav suffer casualties 

thief of the Defence Staff Admiral Sir Michael 
Boyce said of the deployment: *it Is envisaged that 
our forces will he operating as part of a US brigade 
(alongside US and Canudiun battle-groups) and partic¬ 
ipating in a rolling series of operations. 

**l know that the US Commander in theatre values 
the capabilities that the Commando will bring to 
hear. 

□ Turn to page 2 
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Black Duke 
flag mystery 

THE CHARACTERISTIC black flag flown by Type 23 frigate 
HMS Monmouth has been taken from the ship in Rosyth, 
echoing the mystery of the Okatango Boot. 


The flag symbolises the ship’s 
namesake. the Duke of 
Monmouth, also known as the 
Black Duke, and it has been flying 
continuously from her halyards 
since her early days. 

Her refit team decided the flag 
would continue to fly during the 
refit - but the last lime it was seen 
on the ship was on Friday March 1. 

.An anonymous source has told 
Na\y A/or s that a ransom note was 
MU it I the frigate's Senior Vo.il 
Officer declaring that the flag was 
safe and that the perpetrators 

would bo m touch 

Since then. ‘Wanted* posters 
have appeared in the Wardroom in 
HMS Caledonia showing a 
'Phantom Flag Stealer*, though the 
person s identity remains a mys- 
terv. 

Other ships in Rosy th at present 
arc aircraft carrier HMS \rk 
Royal, destroyer IIMS Liverpool 
and Monmouth’s sister ship HMS 
Iron Duke, as well as submarines 
Spartan and Sceptre. 


• In colder climes, HMS 
Montrose steams away 
from the Nordenskjold glac¬ 
ier in South Georgia, with 
the island's highest peak, 
Mount Paget, in the back - 
ground. 

Homeward 
bound 
from chilly 
south 

PLYMOUTH’S HMS 
Montrose is making her 
way back from the 
frozen South Atlantic 
where she has been tak¬ 
ing part in exercises. 

Just before she set off to 
leave the Falklands. freez¬ 
ing winds gusting to 50mph 
brought icy sleet - both of 
which delayed her planned 
departure. 

Now the crew are bask¬ 
ing in the sunshine and 
warmer climate of South 
America. 

On arrival off the coast of 
Brazil, the Type 23 curried 
out a number of exercises 
with the Brazilian ship 
Niterori. These involved 
ship-handling and manoeu¬ 
vres, along with replenish¬ 
ment at sea tasking with 
the Royal Fleet Auxiliary 
Grey Rover. 

HMS Montrose is 

expected back home at the 
end of this month after her 
six-month deployment to 
the South Atlantic. 

• Marine Engineering 
Mechanic Gary Hart in the 
Upper Auxiliary Machinery 
Room of HMS Montrose. 
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Navy says 
‘No’ to 
neutered 
ships 

WHILE Lloyd s List has chosen to 
turn its bU6k the Icnnmncpro¬ 
noun to refer to ships as “it" from 
now on. the Royal Navy has no 
intention of dropping tnc tradi¬ 
tional “she". 

Lloyds says it has made the 
change to bring the publication 
into fine with other reputable busi¬ 
ness titles and reflect cultural 
changes. 

Navy Afrws is happy to reflect 
the true character of our ships. 

Greenwich 
hosts golden 
evening 

THE OLD Roval Naval College in 
Greenwich will provide the venue 
tor a unique UUH OU July 11 

A numner of maritime charities 
arc getting together to stage a 
Golden Jubilee concert in the Old 
Koval Naval Chapel. 

The Band of the Royal Marines. 
Portsmouth will offer an evening 
of music, with the Band of the Sea 
Cadet Corps also on hand. 

Ihc concert will he followed by 
dinner in the Painted Hall. 

The evening celebrates the 
Queen’s Golden Jubilee. Her 
Majesty is the patron of the King 
George’s Fund for Sailors. 

Tickets for the event cost £65. 
Demand is expected to he high, 
and early booking is advised. 

Contact: U20 7932 0000 


Eight rescued 
but two die in 
freezing Baltic 


AMID the work of Eixcrcisc 
Strong Resolve, a multi¬ 
national exercise in the 
Baltic, Royal Navy frigates 
have come to the rescue in 
two capsizings - one a 
German fishing boat, the 
other a Royal Navy inflat¬ 
able boat. 

HMS Lancaster rescued five 
German sailors from the Baltic 
after their fishing vessel cap¬ 
sized. 

The Portsmouth-based Type 23 
frigate was taking part in the 
NATO exercise when she picked 
up a distress call from the Danish 
coastguard, saying a small pleasure 
craft had sunk four miles east of 
Bornholm. 

Five Germans on holiday, in 
their 20s and 3(k. had hired a 20ft 
cruiser for a day's sea Ashing, but 
were overtaken by bad weather. 

The boat's engine had failed, 
and they had to take to the liferaft 



when it was swamped by the waves. 

A Danish rescue vessel and a 
Swedish rescue helicopter started a 
search, and were joined by 
Lancaster and a French maritime 

E trol aircraft, both diverted from 
crcisc Strong Resolve, a major 
NATO work-out involving ships 
from more than 20 countries. 

The French aircraft spot¬ 
ted a liferaft, and Lancaster 
sped to the spot to recover 
five men in shock and suf¬ 
fering from the cold but not 
injured otherwise. They had 
been in the liferaft for an 
hour. 

They were treated on board the 
warship, given hot showers, drinks 
and dry clothing, then transferred 
to the Swedish helicopter und 
flow n ashore to Bornholm 
The Commanding Officer of 
HMS Lancaster, Cdr Ben Key. said 
the rescue was a good example of 
European co-operation. 

"All of us who go to sea know 
how quickly the situation can dete¬ 
riorate. particularly when the 
waters .ire .in cold .in thci u. i! 
this time of the year. We in HMS 
Lancaster were glad to have been 
able to play a pari in the rescue of 
these German holidaymakers, 
which turned out to be a truly 
international operation." 

Lancaster helped Danish 
authorities recover the boat before 
rejoining the exercise. 

The other rescue sadly did not 
base such a fortunate outcome. 
Iwo (icrman sailors died alter tho 
were thrown into the sea when an 
inflatable boat from frigate I!Ms 
Cumberland capsized in the Baltic. 

All five ratings in the boat - 
three German and two British - 
went into the sea as they were trav¬ 
elling between Cumberland and 
the German frigate Mecklenburg- 
Vorpommern The Baltic is just a 
few degrees above freezing at this 
time of the year. 

They were rescued and taken 
hack to the Type 22 frigate, where 
medical stafT tried in vain to save 
the lives of the two worst-affected 
sailors. The other three were treat¬ 
ed for effects of the cold, and for 
minor injuries. 


Cumberland and Mecklenburg- 
Vorpommern were also taking part 
in the annual I \ckis. 

Resolve. 

An investigation into the acci¬ 
dent is to be held by the Royal 
Navy and their German counter¬ 
parts. The sea was thought to be 
rough at the time of the incident. 

■ AWAY from the cold seas of 
Europe, personnel on 820 
Squadron A Flight were at the 
centre of a dramatic rescue of 
14 crew members from the MV 
Parvin Sagar, a 50ft dhow on 
passage from India to Aden. 

The RNAS Cu Id rove-based 
Right was embarked on RFA Fort 
George when two Sea King heli¬ 
copters. Rescue 15 and 16. were 
called to the last known position of 
the dhow 

When the first helicopter 
arrived on the scene, some 
97 nautical miles from Fort 
George, the ship was sink¬ 
ing and without power or 
steering. The ship was 
rolling in the heavy swell, 
and the crew was ready to 
abandon their endangered 
hull. 

Leading Aircrcwman ‘Jonah’ 
Jones was winched to the heaving 
deck to supervise the recovery of 
the crew. 

But on the fourth winching 
operation, the dhow suddenly 
twitted viol en tly , pitching LA 
Jones and one of the surv ivors over 
the side, where they found them¬ 
selves swinging on the winch wire 
80ft below the hovering helicopter. 

Both were winched safely hack 
on to the helo without injury, and 
LA Jones returned to the dhow to 
rescue one more survivor before a 
malfunction in the winch forced 
Rescue 15 to abandon its attempt. 

Rescue 13 was now on the scene, 
and Petty Officer Aircrcwman Bob 
Middleton was winched to the 
deck to manage the safe recovery 
of the final nine crewmembers. 

On joining Fort George, the sur¬ 
vivors were found to be in good 
medial condition They were 

landed in Muscat later the same 
day. 


Anyone who can help identify 
the individual can pass the infor¬ 
mation to A fa\y A len s, w ho will con¬ 
tact the relevant authorities. 

The story has similar 
undertones to that of the 
legendary Okatango Boot - 
a trophy in the form of a 
boot on a wooden plinth. 

The Boot, named after the 
American or Canadian vessel from 
which it originated, was apparently 
stolen between NATO ships, from 
a bulkhead in the holding ship to a 
bulkhead in the new vessel. 

Its current whereabouts is 
unknown - again, any information 
should be directed to Now Afrwj. 


S 

TO FIGHT 
TERROR 


• From page one 

Admiral Boyce added: "This 
will be a demanding and danger¬ 
ous mission, and provides further 
evidence of our commitment to 
stand shouldcr-to-shouldcr with 
our partners in the fight against 
international terrorism.' 

45 Commando is one of three 
commando units which spearhead 
3 Commando Brigade KM. and 
specialises in difficult terrain, from 
jungle to Arctic tundra. 45 Cdo 
was the first unit to specialise in 
the mountain and cold-weather 
warfare role in the early 197IK 
Britain also has around 1,800 
troops deployed with the 
International Security Assistance 
Force (ISAF) in Kabul, which 
reached full operational capacity, 
with 4,600 personnel from 18 dif¬ 
ferent countries, on February 18. 

Salvage 
money still 
unclaimed 

PEOPLE involved in salvage oper¬ 
ations on the ships listed below 
may not have received the salvage 
money to w hich they are entitled: 

RMAS Cockchafer and 
Criccieth Lochalsh Ferry. 
December 1985 
HMS Hermione MV Atlas, 
March 1989 

RMAS Sealyham and Capable 

- Eastern Falcon. March 1989 

HMS Hermione and RFA Olna 

- MV Drasferios, June 1989 
HMS Sobeiion - MT l air Play. 
October 1989 

HMS Brilliant MV Meres 

llorana. March 1991 

HMS Shetland - Our Holly 

Anne. M.tkli 1991 

HMS Campbeltown and RFA 

Gold Rover World Hitachi 

Z4>scn, April 1992 

HMS Plover - Tanker Scastar. 

April 1992 

RMAS Bustler and Powerful - 

P&O Pride of Winchester. August 
1992 

RMAS Salmoor and Collie, 
helo crew HMS Gannet, Diving 
Team and Salvage Officers - 
MV Danicu Green Ma\ 

RMAS Rollicker. Powerful and 
Bustler and Pilot Boat L8303 
tvoo, inly 1993 

RMAS Capable and Seatyham, 
HMS Trumpeter and Gibraltar 
Defence Fire Service - River 
Breeze. September 1995 
HMS Sheffield. RN Sea King 
R193. RMAS Forceful, Careful, 
Moorfowl and SAL Diving 
Group - Marianne Damca. 
February 1995. 

If you think that you have a 
claim for any of these efforts, 
please contact: Mrs D A. Oil, 
EDS AFPAA Centurion. 

NPP(Acs)2B, Centurion Building. 
Grange Road, Gotpofl 
Hampshire. POI3 9XA. 


















• Admiral Sir Michael Boyce at the 
Birmingham anti-terror seminar 
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TOP LEVEL TAKE ON TERROR 


THE UNIVERSITY of Birmingham has 
hosted the first seminar on fighting 
international terrorism. 

Attended by Defence Secretary Geoff 
Hoon and Chief of the Defence Staff 
Admiral Sir Michael Boyce along with 
other senior MOD personnel, university 
academics and others with a defence 
interest, it aimed to explore the role of the 
Armed Forces in the new warfare envi¬ 
ronment. 

Questions under discussion included 
the symptoms and causes of terrorism 
and the balance to be struck between 


home defence and countering the threat 
abroad. The University of Birmingham's 
Centre for Studies in Security and 
Diplomacy was established in 1998 fol¬ 
lowing the successful work of the 
Security Studies Research Programme 
from 1993. 

Meanwhile a Royal Marine made history 
last month as he assumed the post of 
Deputy Commander of coalition naval 
assets engaged in the war against terror- 
ism.The Commandant General Royal 
Marines and Commander United 
Kingdom Amphibious Forces, Maj Gen 


Rob Fry has taken over the appointment 
of Deputy Coalition Joint Force Maritime 
Component Commander (DCJFMCC), 
relieving Rear Admiral James Burnell- 
Nugent. 

The post is capable of being filled by a 
Royal Marine only as a result of the Fleet 
First re-organisation, announced last 
year. 

The DCJFMCC is responsible for the 
effective co-ordiination and operation of 
all coalition naval forces engaged in the 
ongoing war against terrorism (see cen¬ 
tre pages). 




ONE OF THE MOST ADVANCED SHIPS IN THE WORLD' 


Watch 

the 

birdyl 

LA(PHOT) Paul 
Punter from the 
Surface Flotilla 
Photographic Unit 
discusses the shape 
of things to come in 
RN photography 
with a futuristic 
Agfa Bella* at the 
Focus 2002 exhibi¬ 
tion at Birmingham 
NEC. 

Personnel from the 
RN Photographic 
Branch manned a 
stand at the four-day 
exhibition which was 
attended by 20,000 
photographic pro¬ 
fessionals and ama¬ 
teurs. 

They also provided 
an opportunity for 
visitors to spot the 
Golden Jubilee 
Medal ribbon, as 
worn here for the 
first time by Paul. 


Echo's considerably improved 
scakccping means she will he able 
to carry out survey work in the UK 
Western Approaches for 90 per 
cent of tnc year, a five fold 
increase compared to existing ves¬ 
sels 

Echo and Enterprise. which arc 
scheduled to enter service next 
year, arc equipped with a range of 
integrated survey equipment, 
including multi-beam echo 
sounders and side-scan sonar, 
which .ire linked to aiKanced n.iu 
gation and communications sys¬ 
tems to give real-time accurate pic¬ 
tures of the sea bed 

The sister ships are also 
powered by an all-electric 
propulsion system which 
includes 360 degree podded 
thrusters - a first for a Royal 
Navy ship. 

When in service. Echo will dis¬ 
place 3,300 tons - not far short of a 
TVpc 23 frigate. She will have a 
complement of 81 and a top speed 
of 1$ knots. 

o and i a t er priee replace 
I IMS Herald. Hulldng. Beagle and 
Rochui k 

For Lady Haddacks. married to 
a Naval officer for 31 years, nam¬ 
ing HMS Echo fulfilled one of her 
big ambitions - the other, to be 
realised shortly, being to have din¬ 
ner on hoard flMS Victory. 

• Lady Haddacks celebrates 
the naming of new survey ship 
HMS Echo with her Comm¬ 
anding Officer, Cdr Martin 
Jones . 


THE ROYAL Navy’s latest state-of-the-art survey vessel has been named HMS 
Echo in a ceremony at Appledore Shipbuilders in Devon. 


ROYAL Navy Reservists are 
preparing to celebrate the ccn- 
MW) Of their service next 
year. 

1903 saw the formation of the 
Royal Naval Volunteer Reserve 
(RNVR). or the Wtovy Navy‘ as it 
was popularly known, after the 
wavy braid on the officers uni- 
forms 

The RNVR amalgamated with 
the Royal Naval Reserve (RNR) 
in 1958 to form today's Naval 
Volunteer Reserve. 

The contribution of Reservists 
to the Navy cannot be underesti¬ 
mated - at the end of World War 
II more than 80 per cent of the 
Royal Navy was made up of 

RnV R and RNR wend 

Numerous events arc planned 
during 2003. culminating in a for¬ 
mal parade in the south and a 
Service of C ommemoration in the 

north, gfc iaf old riripantae .1 

chance to attend. 

There will also be regional 
events, details of which will be 
posted on the official website at 
www.rnrI00.com 

Former Reservists - of whom 
there arc around 40.000 - arc 
encouraged to register on the site 
al no cost for regular email 
updates. 

Organisers of the centenary cel¬ 
ebrations arc keen to obtain pho¬ 
ton MOCdOlni and riicmm.ibilij .1" 
soon as possible to help with the 
writing of a hook marking the cen¬ 
tenary. Contact Cdr Robert Avis 
on 0/850 296036 or email him on 
pd<a mrl00.com 


Lady I laddacks. wife of Vice 
Admiral Sir Paul Haddacks. 
Director of International 
Military Staff at NATO, car¬ 
ried oat the 11 .iminc. 

The multi-role hydrographic 
survey ship will he able to operate 
worldwide in her specialist primary 
role, and has the ability m icin.im 
at sea for longer each year, and 
produce useful data in worse sea 
conditions, than the ships she 
replaces 

She is also designed to under¬ 
take additional operational tasks 
with the Fleet, such as supporting 
mine warfare and amphibious 
roles. 

Echo and her sister ship HMS 
Enterprise were ordered through 
Vospcr Thornycroft, who suh-o>n- 
tractcd the construction to 
Appledore. 


The contract with Vosncrs also 
covers the support of tnc ships 
through their 15-ycar lifespan, with 
a potential value of £130 million. 

Defence Procurement 
minister Lord Bach said: 
*‘HMS Echo has been built 
with state-of-the-art technol¬ 
ogy, making her one of the 
most advanced ships in the 
world, and she will play a 
vital role in the Royal Navy's 
future operations world¬ 
wide. 

“The Echo will be available for 
operations for more than 334 days 
each year, a 50 per cent kapttwe 
me 111 over older vewds." 

Echo’s first Commanding 
Officer, Cdr Martin Jones, said: 
“Everyone wants to he the com¬ 
manding officer of a new ship, so 


it’s an absolute privilege to be the 
I 

“It’s a challenging and exciting 
period as we get to grips with the 
new military data-gathering proce¬ 
dures." 






100 years 
on lor the 
'Wavy 
Navy' 


Echo sounds a 
new era in 
surveying the 
seven seas 
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nits return from the Middle East ... 
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while others head out to take their places 



New role lor veteran 


ASSAULT ship HMS 
Fearless proved her versa¬ 
tility when she was ordered 
to remain in the Middle East 
after Exercise Saif Sareea. 

The initial disappointment 
over missing Christmas at 
home was soon replaced by a 
determination to get the best 
out of the ship in the unusual 
role allotted her. 

Royal Marines from Charlie 
Company. 40 Commando, were 
embarked, along with heli¬ 
copters of detachments from 
845 and 847 Naval Air 
Squadrons. 

During this period the ship 
spent 52 days continuously at 
sea. 

# (Left) The ship's company of 
HMS Fearless form up for a 
group photo while at sea on 
the long journey from the 
Middle East to the UK. 


Fearless spent three weeks 
in Dubai over Christmas for 
routine maintenance - the 
ship's first visit to the port in 
almost 35 years 

Partners and families took 
the opportunity to fty out to the 
Gulf - and Tesco's parcels, 
containing Christmas cake and 
mince pies, were delivered to 
the jetty. 

Early in the new year the 
amphibious ship took on the 
unusual role of MIOPs - mar¬ 
itime interdiction operations - 
working with warships from 
the United States. Canada and 
Australia to monitor merchant 
shipping in and out of Iraq. 

Using the Fleet Air Arm heli¬ 
copters which were embarked, 
members of the ship's comp- 
pany and Royal Marines 
formed up boarding parties in a 
challenging but welcome 
change to the usual routine. 


Earty February saw a return 
to familiar ways, when Royal 
Marines from 40 Commando 
took part in the amphibious 
Exercise Sea Dagger II in the 
United Arab Emirates, at one 
point supporting seven heli¬ 
copters - three Sea King, two 
Gazelles and two Lynx, more 
aircraft than on Illustrious. 

On completion of the 
exercise, the troops and 
their equipment were 
offloaded in Dubai, and the 
veteran ship started her 
journey back to the UK. 

A concert by Abba tribute 
band Bjorn Again, juggler 
Steve Rawlings and comedian 
Ian Royce set the mood, and 
she called in at Barcelona to 
allow the ship's company some 
time to relax before she arrived 
back in Portsmouth last month 


for the last time. 



• HMS Trafalgar in Plymouth Sound. 
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Warships make their mark 


ROYAL Navy vessels engaged 
in the war against terrorism 
have been returning to their 
home ports after extended 
deployments in the Arabian 
Sea and Arabian Gulf. 

Nuclear submarine HMS 
Trafalgar Hying a Jolly Roger, 
slipped into Devonport having 
been in .»i the start. 

The hunter-killer was part of 
Exercise Saif Sareea off Oman, hut 


found herself switched to other 
duties in the days following the ter¬ 
rorist attacks on the United States. 

And it was Trafalgar which 
launched a Tomahawk Land 
\tt.ick MWb fTLAM) in the 
opening salvoes of the war. 

With the exception of a single 
week in Plymouth for maintenance 
last September, the boat has been 
on deployment since July 2tXH. 

She firs! crossed the Atlantic to 
test-fire a cruise missile at a US Air 
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• Type 22 fngate HMS Campbeltown transits the Suez Canal.. 


Force base range in western 
Florida, using a new joint US/UK 
version of the Advanced 
Tomahawk Weapon Control 
System software which will pro¬ 
mote interoperability between the 
two navies. 

She then joined Exercise 
Argonaut 2001, but was detached 
for tasks with the Coalition fleet in 
the Arabian Sea in the .miumn. 

Armilla patrol ship HMS Kent 
returned to Portsmouth a week 
later, having spent five months 
breaking records on maritime 
interdiction operations (MIOPs) in 
the Gulf. 

In five months the Type 23 
frigate seized more than £4 million 
worth of smuggled oil and illegal 
cargo - more man any other war¬ 
ship since UN sanctions were 
introduced five years ago. 

Lt Cdr Gary Harvey said: This 
has been a hugely successful oper- 
a ration. 

“In all we seized 40.000 tons of 
illegal cargo, mostly oil. 

“This was certainly a challenging 
tour for the whole of the ship’s 
company, and also a memorable 
one Now' with the mission com¬ 
pleted. we arc all looking forward 
to coming home.** 

Kent is one of the Navy's laics] 
warships, having joined the Fleet in 

:<xxi 

Her Commanding Officer. Cdr 
John (link, said Iiin cicw 
happy to he heading home after 
such a busy operation. 

“We return to Portsmouth with 
our heads held high as we mark the 
closing of (he first chapter in the 
life of HMS Kent." he said 

“Our successes in the Gulf arc 
testament to the professionalism, 
enthusiasm and tremendous spirit 
of my ship’s company. 

“I expect them to receive a ter¬ 
rific welcome home from their 


friends and family - they certainly 
deserve nothing less." 

One of the unsung heroes ot the 
tk HMS 

Southampton returned from the 
Middle East on Friday March 15. 

The Type 42 warship left 
Portsmouth at the end of the sum¬ 
mer on Exercise Argonaut 21X11. 
and was due to return to the UK 
after her participation in Exercise 
Saif Sareea off tnc coast ol Oman. 

lint m the efktiMlh the lei 

rorist attacks on the United States, 
flagship IIMS Illustrious was re* 
tasked to remain in the region as 
part of the offensive against Al 
Qaeda groups and the Taliban 
regime in Afghanistan - and as one 
of the escort ships in the task 
group, Southampton was ordered 
to remain with the aircraft carrier. 

Protecting the carrier is a thank¬ 
less task - recognised and appreci¬ 
ated by the Commanding Officer 
Of I Must rums, ( apt Alan Massey, 
who said: "I have occn a captain of 


a Type 42. and the job you dread is 
earner escort. 

“When you arc a proud and 
capable Type 42, being a earner 
escort gels incredibly dull after a 
week. 

“They have been doing it for six 
months* they have been tied to us 
by a two-mile piece of siring. 

“They have been incredibly 
resilient, and the ship's company 
has been buoyant and can-do 
throughout a very long and in 
many ways unrewarding deploy¬ 
ment 

“Wc attracted all the attention, 
while she quietly got on with a crit¬ 
ic.il job I needed her there, and 
she was uuilt pleasingly aggicssitc 
as well Whenever she was given a 
task, she was right up there with 
great professionalism. 

Southampton also saved the 
lives of 23 refugees who were drift¬ 
ing at sea with no food or water. 

lype 22 frigate HMS Chatham 
returned to Devonport at the end 


of February, having spent five 
months as flagship of NATO’s 
Standing Naval Force 
Mediterranean. 

Although not deployed to the 
Middle East. Chatham and the rest 
of SNF~M were engaged in anti- 
terrorism activities in the Eastern 
MedHcmaetn ifla Sepfcsbei 

11, locating and tracking suspected 
smugglers. 

Meanwhile. HMS 

Campbeltown has sailed from 
IJcvonport to the Arabian Sea to 
take over from her sister ship HMS 
Cornwall, which was due to arrive 
hack in the UK as Navy News went 

to prevv 

Campbeltown will be joining 
forces with another Devonport 
ship, helicopter carrier HMS 
Ocean which has taken over the 
role of UK flagship from aircraft 
carrier HMS Illustrious, and is now 
to act as a platform for the deploy¬ 
ment of 45 Commando RM in 
Afghanistan. 


Coalition forces in the Arabian Sea - pages 23-25 
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Life in the 
Cod Squad 


Shi ns of the Ro val Navy NoSSZT^H 


W hen Island Class 
HMS Guernsey 
sailed « >li c ol 
Portsmouth at the bedn- 
ning of February on East 
Coast Fishery Protection 
duties, She W1 is Nailing out ot 
her home port for her 
penultimate year before 
being replaced by the new 
River Class Offshore Patrol 
Vessel. 

This year is set to be one of 
her busiest to date, continuing 
to patrol the fishery limits of 
Fngland, Wales and Northern 
Ireland, an area that extends 
over SO,000 square miles and 
up to 200 miles from the coast. 

Splitting up the year, Guernsey 
will take on the important (ask of 
< )|k rational Sea (reining (OS!) 
and he pan of the Glasgow Fish 
Festival before making a visit to 
her namesake Guernsey. 

The presence of HMS Guernsey 
on her current patrol has resulted 
in the successful completion of 
over 20 hoardings, in some 
extremely arduous conditions in 
the North Sea. 

Iksc hoardings have seen the 
detection of a Belgian beam 
trawler that was illegally using 
undcr-si/cd nets, catching juvenile 
fish. Hie skipper of the fishing ves¬ 
sel was escorted to Harwich 
overnight, before being taken to 
court in what was a successful out¬ 
come for the ship's hard work. 

flic high level of seamanship on 
board enables her to conduct a sig¬ 
nificant number of hoardings every 
day. dependent on weather and sea 
mnJitioitS. 


Facts and 
figures 


Class: Island Class Offshore 
Patrol Vessel 
Pennant number. P297 
Builder: Hall Russell. 

Aberdeen 

Launched: February 17, 
1977 

Commissioned: October 
28.1977 

Displacement: 1,323 

tonnes fully loaded 
Length: 59.5 metres 
Beam: 11 metres 
Draught: 5.2 metres 
S p—d: 16 knots 
Complement: 40 
officers) 

Main machinery: 

Ruston RPD 12RK3 Ctlwtt; 
each developing 2190 bhp; 
1 shaft; cp prop 
Weapons. One 20mm gun 
Radar Navigation radar: 
Kelvin Hughes Type 1007; I- 
band 



(eight 


Two 


l HMS Guernsey on fish patrol around the British coastline. 


These duties arc combined with 
the patrol of the offshore oil and 
gas installations, along with keep¬ 
ing a constant vigilant eye on 
Britain's coastline. 

This patrol has seen the majori¬ 
ty of hoardings taking place on 
Jay-running fishermen from the 
North East coast abm a great 

rapport has been forged, some¬ 
times resulting in the mid newspa¬ 
per being offered to take hack to 
catch up on Ihc news at home. 

The usual patrol cycle » any¬ 
thing up to I2 days, and on com¬ 
pletion the ship enjoys a port visit 
allowing a hit of relaxation. 


This patrol has enabled the ship 
to call in to Newcastle for her First 
standoff where she was berthed a 
stone's throw away from the 
nightlife of Newcastle's quayside 
I throughout the current patrol, 
the ship's company has purticipat 
cd in a whole range of high-level 
training serials in preparation for 
the ship’s last OST. 

Once through with OST, the ship 
will continue to work with the Sea 
Fishery's inspectorate for the 
Department of Environment. 
Fisheries and kur.il \ffairs 
(DEFRA) to monitor and adminis 
ter the laws and international 
agreements on fishing activity. 

Tb complete this task effectively, 
the ship's inspecting teams must 
have a very comprehensive knowl¬ 
edge of fishing methods and legis¬ 
lation. and arc routinely monitored 
by DEFRA inspectors. 

Guernsey has a ship's company 


of 40, consisting of eight officers, 
seven senior rates and 25 junior 
ratings. 

One of a series of seven Island 
Class offshore patrol vessels origi¬ 
nally built by Hall Russell, 
Aberdeen, she was launched by her 
sponsor Lady Martin, wife of 
Admiral Martin the then 
Lieutenant Governor of Guernsey 
on February 17. 1977. She was 
commissioned at Rosyth in 
October and assigned to the 
Fishery Protection Souadron. 

There have been three previous 
\hips of the name. The first HMS 
Guernsey was a 22 gun ship built 


Basing' in 1654, and renamed 
Guernsey in 1660. She carried out 
an unsuccessful attack on Bergen 
in 1665, and had a major encounter 
with a Turkish ship Algerine While 
Horse in December 1677. In 1688 
she was made a fireship and even¬ 
tually broken up in 169.1. 

Ilic next ship to bear the name 
Guernsey was a fourth rate with 48 
guns Built by Johnson. Blackball, 
in 1696 she was reduced to a hulk 
in 1769 and sold out of service in 
1786. 

The third ship to bear the name 
Guernsey was a fifth rate with 32 
guns. Built at West Deptford as 


Aeolus in 1758 she was reduced to 
harbour service in 17% and 
renamed Guernsey in 1800. She 
was finally broken up in 1801. 

A wooden screw ship was 
ordered in 1861 along with a 
destroyer in 1944 but both were 
cancelled. 


HONOURS 


Lowestoft. 

Texel 

Lagos - 


. 1665 
. 1673 
1759 


AIRCRAFT OF THE ROYAL NAVY No 66 



• A Martin Maryland of 771 Squadron. 


Martin Maryland 


In the midst of World War II, these twin- 
engined Maryland light bombers were sup¬ 
plied from the USA to Britain. The aircraft 
arrived in the UK in 1941, and were principally 
used by the Royal Air Force but the Fleet Air 
Arm managed to get hold of a few that were 
used for photographic reconnaissance and 
target-towing duties from shore bases. 

The most significant moment in the history 
of the Maryland was a single aircraft's role in 
the sinking of the Bismarck. 

Two German ships had been spotted on 
May 21, 1941, by a Coastal Command recon- 
naisance aircraft off the southwest coast of 
Norway, at Korsfiord near the port of Bergen. 
Tentative early reports told of two Hipper 
class cruisers, but the photographs proved 
without doubt, one was the Bismarck. Despite 


atrocious weather, two bombing raids were 
attempted on the German ships, but to no 
avail. 

On May 22, a Maryland of 771 Squadron 
took off from HMS Sparrowhawk at Hatston in 
the Orkneys in appalling conditions, judged 
unfit to fly in by RAF Coastal Command. This 
aircraft reported that Bismarck and Prinz 
Eugen had broken from the cover of their 
Norwegian fiord. 

On this discovery that the anchorage was 
empty, the Home Fleet set out in pursuit. 

The Maryland had two 1,200hp Pratt and 
Whitney Twin Wasp engines. Her maximum 
speed was 278mph at 11,800ft with a service 
ceiling of 26,000ft. The Marlin Maryland mea¬ 
sured 46ft 8in in length with a wing span of 
61ft 4in. 


Pembroke House 



The Royal rfaval Benevolent Trust’s 
residential & nursing home 

A fine, newly modernised borne near Chatham for 
former Sailors, Royal Marines, their wives and 
widows 


Pembroke House offers the highest 
standards of care, first class accommodation, 
an extensive programme of activities and 
a very friendly atmosphere ail at a 
competitive cost. For further information 
please contact the General Manager, 
Pembroke House. 


The RNBT also gives financial grants to 
serving and ex-serving RN ratings, RM 
other ranks and their dependants (the 
'RNBT Family’) to help them in a wide 
variety of circumstances. For advice and 
assistance please contact the Welfare 
Controller at RNBT Headquarters. 


PEMBROKE MOUSE 

General Manager, Pembroke House, 

11 Oxford Road. Gillingham, Kent, ME 7 485 

TH: 01634 852431 Fax: 01634 281709 
e mail: pcmbrofcehouse#mbt.org.uk 
web site: www mbt.org.uk 

tNIT HEADQUARTERS 

The Royal Naval Benevolent Trust, Castaway House, 

311 Twyford Avenue, Portsmouth, P02 8Pt. 

TH 023 9266 0296 Fax: 023 92660852 

email: mbtBmbt.org.uk web site: www.mbt.org.uk 


THE ROYAL NAVAL 
BENEVOLENT TRUST 

aTTntrix, iiu rs*i family 
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Airspeed 

links 

REGARDING Aircraft of the 
Royal Navy’ No 64, the Airspeed 
Oxford (February issue). I believe 
the late, great author Nevil Shute 
had a major connection with 
Airspeed. as did tlu 
Portsmouth airfield. 

There is a road there today 
naned aftes Ae ctwpw y. - A. 
Hofler, Overton. Hants. 

There is also a Norway Road - 
the proper name of the author of 


Hopping mad 
over pet frog 


On the Beach and A Town Like 
Alice was Nevil Shute Norway - 
Ed 

AIRSPEED Oxord Mk II. as 
shown, frame number RnlHO. was 
one of a batch of 200 built at ihc 
Portsmouth factory. 

It was initially delivered on 
November 7. 1940 direct to No 15 
Flying Training School at 
Kidlington where it suffered a 
minor mishap on July 10. 1941. It 
was later at RNAS Lec-on- 
Solent. where the photograph was 
taken in September 194.L 

The aircraft suffered quite a hit 
of damage in the course of its 
career - it was. after all. a training 
aircraft, so much of this was 
caused hy pupil pilots in landing. 

In those days training was 
carried on 24 hours a day. seven 
daw a week. 

The mortality rate of aircrew 
under training during World War 
II IVttttod .t! 20 pci cent. C. F. 
Motley, Ingokkhy. Lines. 

Missing of 
Exmouth 

MV father with all on board died 
when HMS Exiuouili *98 h 
oed 22 miles cast of Wick in 
January 1940 

The wreck wus discovered in 
February last year. Subsequently 
an association was formed and a 
memorial service was held at the 
Parish Kirk 

I was fortunate enough to 
attend but only one of the ship’s 
officers* families were there. 

Should anyone wish to visit the 
Exmouth Association website the 
address is: 

h 11 p:/ w w w .gcoci t ics.com/c xmo 
uthhmsl940avuic - M. Lang. Bay 
of Plenty, New Zealand 


found croaked 

READING a letter in last August's issue relating to a seagoing budgerigar, I was 
reminded of a dreadful incident that happened during HMS Invincible's first deployment 
to the USA. 

For the trip we embarked s 
Band of the Royal Marines - ] 
ihink it was FOF3*s - and with 


For the trip we embarked a 
1 

I with 

them thc\ brought their 
mascot, a tropical frog that 
went by tnc name of 
'Crunchie’. 

Every evening throughout the 
trip a programme was run on the 
ship’s internal television system, 
broadcasting daily news and items 
of gossip. Soon this was taken over 
hy snippets of what Crunchie had 
got up to that day, like how far he'd 
swum, how high he’d jumped, how 
many flics he'd eaten etc. 

It wasn't long before the ship’s 
company started to get fed up with 
Crunchie and one day, while the 
bndUBM were at nractiec. 
Crunchie disappeared. Yes. he'd 
hop|H'd it' 

Inc bandsmen were I ramie, 
searching everywhere. Then a 
letter was read out on the TV news 
from kidnappers claiming to have 
Crunchie. The Marines went 
ballistic, threatening the crew with 
piccolos, clarinets, tubas and so on. 


Letters to the Editor should 
always be accompanied by 
the correspondent’s name 
and address, not nee - 
emaarUy for public¬ 
ation, email correspondents 
are also requested to 
provide this information . 


^Jjjjavy 
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They even kidnapped the 
Navigation Officer from Ihc 
bridge, keeping him capiivc until 
Crunchie was returned or the ship 
lost, but to no avail. 

After a while things calmed 
down and with no sign of the 
AWOL amphihian the bandsmen 
came to accept the fact that 
Crunchie had probably croaked. 

Then, a while later, while 
cleaning up for Captain's rounds, 
the withered and dried up body of 
Crunchie was found in one of the 
Mamies' hoot lockerv ll.id Ik 
been there all along and had just 
been overlooked? Or had the 
kidnappers returned him when no 
one was around? 


No one really knewr or was 
letting on - but the ugly rum out 
went round the ship that the 
seamen from the forward mess 
might have had something to do 
with the ugly incident. 

The tragic and innocent party in 
it was given the honours of a ful 
Imilitary funeral, the hand playing 
the Last Post and the Ensign 
lowered to half mast as bandsman 
Crunchie was sent to a watery 
grave. - P. Finn, Whitehaven, 
Cumbria. 


• DARK SECRET: HMS 
Invincible departs for Exercise 
Caribtrain in 1903 



Facelift for 
Bulldog as 
floating five 
star hotel 


I ENCLOSE a cutting from The Nelson Mail, my local newspaper 
in New Zealand, about the former HMS Bulldog, which is 
currently being degutted in Ihc Nelson port complex prior to a 
S10 million relit. 


(The cutting says she was 


bought by a Hong 
businessman to repla 
luxury yacht. He 
bigger, m go 


i anywhere “ ship 
M II. as the 30 ) 


Kong 
race his 
wanted a 
and 


old Bulldog, said to be still in 
good order, is now known, is to 
be revamped to five-star hotel 
standards to accommodate 12 


guests with 14-16 crew). 

I am quite fortunate in getting 
iVurv News passed on to me hy an 
ex-shipmate in Auckland I only 
did two years* National Service. 
1948-50, hut hall that time was 
spent in the light carrier HMS 
Ocean and I belong to the (Xean 
Association. 

One former shipmate I am in 
tOMfe with lost Ins sight 
completely two years after de-mob 
in 1950. He tells me he gets Ihc 
Navy Nrn \ on tape and gets a lot of 
pleasure from it. 

Nelson, at the northern tip of 
South Island, was first discovered 
in October 1841 by Capt Anhur 
Wakefield, RN - it hadn t been 
realised previously that there was 
a harbour beyond the boulder 
h.mk 

On the strength of great 
promises made by the then New 
Zealand Co., settlers came in 1843 
expecting a land of milk and honey 
- and found flax swamps and mud 
flats by a murky river running into 
the sea. 

Shipping access was quite 
limited by a narrow channel until 
1906 when a deep cut was made in 
the bank next to llaulashore 
Island. The port today is all on 
reclaimed land, mostly carried out 
in posi-war years. M Wood lock. 
Stoke, Nelson. New Zealand. 


Ring rule 
still valid 


REGARDING the interesting 
letter Totstinp legacy: written in 
blood (mine) (February issue), I 
have a similar story to that of Mr 
Jay. 

In 1950/51. serving in the 
destroyer HMS Armada as a hoy 
seaman, while on exercise oft 
Malta I was instructed to learn 
hrccch loading on the 4.5in 
forward turret. 

As ihc turret was full with the 
gun crew, I was instructed to stay 
outside and follow the turret 
looking in at the rear door to learn 
whal I could. 

The turret swung around and I 
got my right (exit trapped between 
the bottom of it and the forward 
breakwater on deck. My fixil was 
in a very bad way and it was touch 
and go whether I would k>sc it. I 

mm given Morphiae, landed 
ashore and rushed to Bighi 
Hospital in Malta 

while I was there a Naval 
Inquiry Icain arrived and the 
result, some time later, was an 
Admiralty Fleet order, ordering 
that any moving turrets etc should 
have a ring painted around them 
on the deck and in future no one 
was allowed to step inside it while 
the turret was moving. I notice 
that this is still in force in warships 
today on all modern weapons. - J. 
Griffiths, Torquay 


Waste of 
ammo 

THE LETTER from Jack Martin 
about looking for the German 
cruiser Admiral llipjvr 
(December issue) reminded me 
that we found her - or rather, she 
found us. 

I was the 15-ycar-old Royal 
Marine Boy Bugler serving in the 
light cruiser HMS Bonavcnturc. 
We were escorting a convoy in the 
Atlantic when on Christmas 
morning 1940 she appeared out of 
the mist and attacked, setting one 
merchant ship on fire. 

The convoy scattered and we 
spent all Christmas Day firing at 
each other in very poor visibility, 
neither side scoring a hit. 

By evening we had run out of 
ammunition, having fired over 400 
shells - so we called it a day and 
went home. 

Our gunnery officer. Id Cdr 
later Admiral Sir Nigel 
Henderson, was posted to 
Washington as Head of British 
Defence Staffs of NATO in the 
1960s. and there he found his 
opposite number at the German 
Embassy had also been Kipper's 
yuruKTN <»i beer on that day. 

Over i lew G A b din both 
decided it had been a total waste 
of energy and ammunition. - J. 
Marshall, iLimptoa, Middlesex. 

On Boxing Day 1940, while 
going to the assistance of the ss 
Arabistan, HMS Bonaventure 
intercepted and sank the German 

On March 312 1941 the 

Bonaventure was herself sunk by 
the Italian submanne Ambra off 
Crete, with the loss of 138 
officers and men. - Ed. 

Estonian 

sacrifice 

I READ with great interest the 
article concerning the Royal Navy 
hunting for mines etc Mill 
remaining, after two wars, in the 
Baltic, particularly in Estonian 
waters (January issue). 

I was also very pleased that the 
helping hand given by the RN to 
that Baltic slate is still 
remembered with gratitude in 
F.stonia and lhai Tallinn is a gcxxl 
run ashore. 

Sadly, that city was never again 
to be visited by one of its citizens, 
for Alex was killed aboard my ship 
in September 1944. 

I le had been a brilliant student 
at lamdon School of Economics, 
was cut off from returning home 
and joined the Royal Navy as a 
short wave radio operator, being 
fluent in many languages, 
including German. 

He was my best pal and he 
spoke often of his home country, 
torn apart hy Russian. German 
and again Russian occupation. 

I don't think he ever ncard what 
happened to his family and I doubt 
if they ever heard of his fate, lie 
was buried at sea. an Estonian w ho 
gave his life in our cause. - W. G. 
Robb, Dunbar, East Lothian. 
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Letters ^ 


Is mine an 
RN Jeep? 

SOME three years after the pur¬ 
chase of my I‘>44 GPW Jeep, 
restored by me in American marl¬ 
ing* as found on the bonnet, a pre¬ 
vious owner sought me out while 
attending the Duxford Military 
Vehicle Rally. 

lie kindly gave me a plate that 
he had removed from the Jeep. 
Marked ’Ministry of Supply W. V. 
3* this was found inside the engine 
compartment on the offside wing 
and also bore the legend: ‘Vehicle 
No. 5htW RN’ and ’Chassis No. 
132650* 

(inquiries revealed that the 
plate possibly advised that it had 
served in the Royal Navy. There is 
evidence to suggest that the Jeep 
wits painted dark blue at some 
stage - but all further investiga¬ 
tion has drawn a blank. 

C'an anyone tell me whether the 
plate denotes Royal Navy source, 
what the Jeep may have been used 
for in RN service and what colour 
and markings it would have had in 
1944? P. Wilson. ( bdmford 

Model 

answer 

REGARDING Navy Board 
Models (February issue), may I 
suggest an answer to the puzzle of 
the lack of official documentation 
of the practice of devoting the 
employment-time of Stocxwcll 
and others to making these mod¬ 
els? 

Just as a shipping company or 
pre-nationalisation railway com¬ 
pany would quite normally have 
models displayed in the board- 
room, so tl would he natural 
enough for the Navy Board to do 
likewise. 

The only seeming oddity is the 
concealment of the labour cost 
involved. 

In the case of shipping and rail¬ 
way companies, there would he no 
need to itemise the production 
costs of such models in the com¬ 
pany accounts, and if a tradition 
developed that “redundant’* mod 
els superseded by more recent 
ones became an unofficial “perk” 
of the current chairman, who 
would ever question that practice? 
I utgfom that n.in> Board 

Models similarly went quietly into 
the private estates of Navy Board 
members when no kmger required 
by the Bourd. 

The practice would not he 
secret nor regarded as a irrupt - 
hut it would not he openly flaunt¬ 
ed hy documenting it in the pay 
rolls. - C. G. Smith. Ixyburn. N. 
Yorks. 

Porridge 

charge 

WITH regard to U Cdr G. J. 
Wilson’s letter about TV licences 
(March issue). I fully agree with 
him on the point that men and 
women in Her Majesty’s establish¬ 
ments should not have to pay for a 
second TV licence for their cabins 
if they have already purchased one 
for their own home use. 

But. jail i»> nt the ficoffd 
straight, prisoners here in 
Northern Ireland’s prisons arc 
charged 50p per week TV rental 
for tnc privilege of having a set in 
their cells D. Childs. Dromorc, 
County Down. 


Saint by permission 



IN FURTHERANCE of the continuing 
claims of HM Ships Southampton and St 
Albans to be accorded the appellation of 
The Saint’. I have to tell you that I have a 
blacker cat and probably better claim to 
use the pseudonym. 

While serving in Naval Party Kilo in Borneo at 
the time of the Indonesian Confrontation in 1964 
I was the somewhat reluctant Cox’n of NTS 19. a 
converted RFA Stores Tender. 

Having been crash drafted just nine months 
before demob and at a time when my wife was 
expecting our first daughter, my enthusiasm and 


commitment were at a low ebb. However, upon 
arrival we were given free reign by the Resident 

i (si 


Naval Oflicer Kuching to choose (subject to his 
approval) names for our respective boats. 

My crew and I opted for The Saint’ and I wrote 
to Leslie Charteris’s publishers lor his blessing 
and approval - which eventually materialised, 
he being full of enthusiasm for the idea. 

The photograph of me in front of The Saint’s 
wheelhouse was taken in Brooke Dockyard at 
Kuching. There was also a wire model of the 
famous Saint character, made in the Dockyard 
and mounted just above the masthead light. - J 
Sherrard. Purley on Thames, Berks. 


Special Jubilee 
Medal struck in 
aid of SSAFA 

I HAVE sympathy with Mr Bishop’s letter expressing his wish to purchase and wear a 
Golden Jubilee Medal (March issue). 


Having retired from the 
Active Ust some 18 months 
ago. I am now serving as a 
Retired Officer Grade 2. 

I am required to wear a uniform 
in this post and, as a member of 
the RN Retired last, remain liable 
for call-out in an emergency - the¬ 
oretically for life. 

An increasing number of uni¬ 
formed billets ashore arc now 
Tilled by a mixture of personnel on 
extensions of service; regular and 
volunteer reservists on KIRS. 
ADC and Ad Hite Duties, and by 
Retired Officers. 

Although officially classed as 
civil servants, only the latter have 
been excluded from award of the 
Golden Jubilee Medal, yet they 
COHiOMB to perform most Qfl M 
duties hitherto carried out by 
Active list officers - including cer¬ 
emonial and representational 
functions where full Nol uniform 

IS required 

Most, if not all. ROs were serv¬ 
ing at the time of the Silver Jubilee 
(most did not get a medal!) and it 
is just possible for Mime to have 
served continuously in uniform 
since Her Majesty’s Coronation. It 
would he interesting to sec if any¬ 
one can actually substantiate such 
a claim. 

Although I could have accepted 
a need to limit the award to per¬ 
sonnel actually serving on an active 
service commission or engage¬ 
ment. the waters have been mud¬ 
died by inclusion of volunteer 
reservists, cadet officers and 
instructors, and civilians in the 
RFA. 

I am not denigrating the valu¬ 
able services they perform, but it 
would have cost little to extend the 
award to include 3JBD <»r 10 ROs 
across all three Services. 

After ill. the mcd.il is hardly 
earned but it would be worn with 
pride by those who have served 


Her Majesty for the great majority 
of her reign. 

However, as Mr Bishop sug¬ 
gests. facility to be able lo pur¬ 
chase the medal would do much to 
alleviate the irritation caused hy 
total at >: Lt Cdr R. M. 

Scott, Maritime Airfare Centre, 
Portsmouth. 

IN RESPONSE to the letter from 
G. Bishop. I am happy to he able 
to (ell him and all those w ho would 
be similarly interested, that there is 
a Golden Jubilee Military Medal 
available. 

The medal has been approved 
by Buckingham Palace and may he 
worn after, and below, campaign 
medals. 

11 has also been endorsed by 
Maj Gen P. J. Sheppard of SSAFA 
Forces Help (which organisation 
benefits financially from sales. 

The medal can be obtained in 
either gold plate or bronze from 
the Bigbvty Mint. River Park. 
Ermingtnn Mill. Iwbridgc. Devon. 
PL2I 9NT (tel 01548 830717) from 
whom an application form should 
be obtained. 

The medal comes in a presenta¬ 
tion box and with a spare ribbon. - 
L. E. Wells, Stroud. (Boon. 

Boxing 

clever 

WITH reference to former letters 
about the White Ensign fluttering 
proudly in the Zuider Zee (more 
COmCXQ thl iMtaMNT), k m.»v 
well have been first seen at the 
stern sheets of I IMS Boxer’s 25ft 
motor cutter in June 1955. 

Manned hy four petty officers, 
it sailed from Den Hcldcr lo 
Bremerhaven through 208 miles 
of canals and lakes in four days to 
rejoin the ship, which of course 


had to go the long way round. - 

Cdr F. fc. R. Phillips, Emsworth, 
I hints 

Relief at 
Samos 


IT WAS with much interest that I 
read the lettei from \s R 
regarding HMS Bermuda as I was 
serving as a 5th class chippy on 
hoard al I he time of the accident 
and can well remember it happen¬ 
ing. 

The photograph was taken at 
/ante while she was carrying out 
earthquake relief work. It is 
reported that the ship’s company 
erected the first building on the 
island after the earthquake - a 
Nissen hut. 

Along with another chippy from 
the Bermuda. I was seconded to a 
relief party which sailed kite one 
evening from Malta to the island 
of Samos, where we were landed 
for about eight davs. digging out 
dead bodies, making buildings 
safe, pulling down unsafe ones and 
opening up the roads. 

We had visits from laud and 
Lady Mountbatten and the King 
i Oreoee w. J. Baker, 
Plymouth 


READING letters about George Parker (February issue) reminds me of 
the time I was serving in HMS Saintes. 7th Destroyer Squadron in Malta 
in I9fil 

George was berthed alongside us in HMS ( amperdown. I was a cook 
and the galley was right opposite the bosun’s locker where George lived. 
I quite often saw him emerge when we were turned to in his Pusscr’s issue- 
underwear to do his ablutions - a sight to behold. 

His brass ball, which he look on every ship, was stolen by some of our 
crew one night and Captain D threatened to put to sea and stay out until 
it was returned. 

If and when Geotfe ever did go to Divisions, we were told by some of 
Iils shipmates, if the inspecting officer was one minute late he would fall 
out. dismiss himself - and march off the parade ground. 

When he finally retired he wanted a send off on his last ship up the 
I hum with lull fanfrac, tmt i think the Admiralty draw the Itae at that. 
K. R. Cox. Bart month 

FURTHER to ’George’s balls in Barflcur, I wonder if any of the former 
members of Barflcur s ship’s company can recall the story of her 
Captain’s balls? 

I was serving in HMS Saintes 1954-55 and at snmc paint we were 
moored up in the submarine pens in Gibraltar with her. 

Al that time the film The Caine Mutiny was doing the rounds and the 
captain played by I lumphrey Bogart was often shown rolling two large 
hall hearings in his hand in times of stress. 

Some wag in Barflcur decided it would be a good idea to put two large 

Kill b cari o p fia the pock et «*t B eifleo t ■ cepum i pocteti 
What the fall-out was I do not know C. Woollands. Reedhum. 
Norfolk. 


L 


Fifty years of tattooing 


J 


I WAS particularly interested in the article on 
the ‘Skin Deep’ tattooing exhibition (February 
issue). In 1952 I was a stoker serving in the 
cruiser HMS Cleopatra attached to the 
Mediterranean Fleet. 

In April that year we spent some time as guardship 
in Port Said harbour - and there I watched a soldier 
tattoo one of his mates with a hand pricker such as the 
old salt in your print was using. 

I had always been pretty good at drawing and it 
seemed to me that it would be a good, and perhaps 
profitable hobby aboard ship. I made up a pricker f»y 
tying four needles to a short length of dowlmg. Using 
Indian ink borrowed from the Engineer’s office, I 


started tattooing my shipmate (Do not try this at 
home - Ed). I used the hand pricker for 18 months 
and then obtained a couple of electric tattoo 
machincs.For the next five years, whichever ship 1 
served in, I was the unofficial ship’s tattooist and was 
never short of customers. Only once was I told lo stop, 
and that was by the Second Engineer aboard HMS 
Obdurate. Which I did, until he left the ship 

Demobbed in 1957,1 opened my first tattoo shop in 
Kent and have been tattooing ever since. My tattoo 
’golden anniversary* falls in April this year - and with 
tnc help of ‘Calling Old Shipmates' in Mm- News I 
have met a few old mates still wearing my early 
efforts. - H. Potter, Wickford, Essex. 


“TYPE 42” DESTROYER (batch 1) 

Replica model in 1:700th scale, hand cast in metal and hand painted, 
mounted on a wooden plinth with brass nameplate. 

HMS BIRMINGHAM. COVENTRY, GLASGOW, NEWCASTLE, 
CARDIFF 1978 

HMS SHEFFIELD 1977 (pictured) 



To order your model rend your name, jddrm and daytime lelrphone number along with 
your cheque or credit card dciaiU to: 

Angela Bowler. SKVTRFX LTD, Park llouve, 25 Park Road, loughhornugh, 
Lciccstcrdurc. LEI 1 2ED Tel: 01509 233298 Hkx 01509 2103.16 

\ 1*1 I AM AUjOW Iff It) 21 DAYS DM JV»J(Y / 
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• Typo 42 destroyer HMS Cardiff is pictured at sunset dunng operational sea training based in Plymouth. 


Ptcturv LWRN (PHOT) NkAy Harper 



ft HMS Tyne under construction at Vosper Thomycroft. 


Health 
MOTs pull 
in crowds 

A C IVILIAN doctor set up a 
men's health clinic on a nuclear 
missile submarine - and lias fol¬ 
lowed it up with a series of health 
MOTs at HMS Raleigh 

Dr Nick I mm. the civilian med¬ 
ical practitioner at the Torpoint 
new-entry training establishment, 
spent two weeks as an official visi¬ 
tor on board HMS Vanguard in 
December on her passage from 
the United States to her home 
port of Faslanc on the Clyde. 

Nick decided to put his time to 
tood use by running drop-in 
health clinics - and in ten days, 
more than half the boat’s crew had 
visited him for .• ch eck up 

"Men arc notoriously bad at vis¬ 
iting their doctor, nurse or medical 
assistant.” says Nick. 

”ln general, women are much 
belter informed about health 
issues than men. and tend to seek 
medical advice for problems earli¬ 
er. 

"The MOTs were a way of trying 
to redress the balance, when they 
came for their MOT* we had a 
chat about issues such as testicular 
cancer, stress and prostate prob- 
Icms .is well .is a physical cheek 
up. 

"All those who attended said 
they found it interesting and use¬ 
ful. Many men were unaware, for 
example, that nicotine patches arc 
now available free to help smokers 
quit. 

"Importantly, ’new’ medical 
problems were picked up in about 
ten per cent of the men. 

Dr Imm now runs similar MO*R 
in the lunch break at Raleigh, with 
Occupational Health nurse 
Lorraine Ricketts - and the infor¬ 
mal approach seems to be popu¬ 
lar. 

"Perhaps an MOT in the Senior 
rales Mess seems less threatening 
than a medical in the sickbay? 
said Dr 1mm 


THE RETURN of warship 
construction to Portsmouth 
Naval Base after a gap of 36 
years has been marked by 
the signing of an agreement 
to lease part of the base to 
shipbuilden Vbtpei 
I h or n y croft (VT). 

Signatories m the ml (lift¬ 
ing hall of the Wardroom at 
HMS Nelson were John Coles 
Chief Executive of the Warship 
Support Agency, and Martin 
Jay. Chief Executive at VT. 

VT plans to build a state- 
of-the-art facility at the 
southern end of the base's 
No 3 Basin, comprising two 
130-metre long shipbuilding 
halls, extensive workshops, 
storage facilities and a large 
office complex. 

The site currently comprise?* 
three dry docks, one of which will 
he filled in to allow construction of 
a large shipbuilding hall. There is 
also potential to add more facilities 
within the site. 

The agreement for the 125-year 
lease follows the signing on 
February 18 of VTs initial contract 
for work on the first six of the 
Royal Navy’s new Type 45 destroy¬ 
ers, for wnich BAH Systems arc 
prime contractors. 

Production of the first modules 
of the first-of-class, HMS Daring, 
is due to start in the middle of next 
year, with production continuing 
until at least 2008. 

Commodore Paul Boissicr. 
Commander of Portsmouth Naval 
Base, said: This historic signing 


heralds an exciting new phase at 
Portsmouth. 

"It marks the return to the city of 
major warship construction after 
36 years, and reinforces the central 
role the base plays in the life and 
support of the Royal Navy and the 
wider community. 

"In addition to the immediate 
economic benefits which will 
undoubtedly accrue to the area, 
VTs arrival in Portsmouth brings 
added status to this prime Naval 
city and opens the way to Mi 
greater opportunities for both 


Service and civilian members of 
our community. 

Meanwhile, work is progressing 
on the ground-breaking River- 
class offshore patrol vessels, which 
will he operated by the Royal Navy 
under a unique chartering arrange¬ 
ment. 

HMS lync. which is due to he 
launched this month, will he deliv¬ 
ered later this year, the first ship to 
be operated by the Navy on a long¬ 
term lease agreement. 

Under the terms of the deal. VT 
fund the construction of the three 


ships and charter them to the Navy 
for five years. VT also undertake 
.ill mIMUM aad guarantee 
that the ship will he operational 
for at least 300 days a year 

At the end of the initial charter 
the MOD can extend the agree 
ment, buy the ship outright or 
hand them hack to VT. 

The new 1,700-ion vessels, each 
with a ship's company of around 
«). w ill replace five ageing Island 
class ptrol ship and under the 
deal VT will also maintain these 
older craft 


Scott 

charts 

Indian 

Ocean 

OCEAN survey vessel HMS 
Scott has been busy gathering 
data in the Indian Ocean, with 
visits to Mombasa and 
Fujairah providing breaks for 
the ship’s company. 

Scott passed through the Suez 
Canal in November to take up her 
station in warmer climes. 

'Ihe ship’s unique three watch 
manning system enables her to 
operate for extended periods away 
from her base port, so after a busy 
session at sea over Christmas and 
the New Year, the ship paid an 
informal visit to Mombasa in Hast 
Africa at the end of January to 
take on supplies and conduct a 
slew watch handou t 

Load facilities which were well 
used included deep-sea fishing, 
dinghy racing, golf, football and 
safaris to the local game park. 

Local schoolchildren toured the 
ship, while several sailors made 
their way to the nearby Seaman's 
Mission, to which a number of sur¬ 
plus library hook from the survey 
shin were donated. 

Her next landfall was Fujairah 
in the Middle Hast at the end of 
February, where she embarked 
essential stores. 

The port, around 90 min¬ 
utes by road from Dubai, is 
expanded and devel- 
for commercial and 
tourist trade, and Scott was 
the first vessel to berth at 
the newly-constructed 
deep-water jetty. 

To mark the occasion an 
exchange of plaques between the 
ship’s Commanding Officer, Cdr 
Jamie McMichacl-Phillips and the 
local harbourmaster. Cap! Tamar 
Masoud. was arranged. 

While at the port Scott was vis¬ 
ited by the newly-appointed 
Assistant Commander of 
Operations to CINCFLEET. Brig 
J.H. Thomas RM, who presented 
I t Jason Aidcwick and Lt Keith 
Hume their University of 
Plymouth post -graduate certifi¬ 
cates in Applied Meteorology and 
Oceanography. 

Despite having a ship’s compa¬ 
ny of little more than 40 men and 
women, the ship managed to com¬ 
plete a full 24-hour mid-ocean vol¬ 
leyball marathon in the Meet's 
only shipbomc ‘purpose-built* vol¬ 
leyball court. 

ITic event was postponed from 
late 2001 when the ship was work¬ 
ing in the Atlantic, hut had weath¬ 
er had called a halt to proceedings. 

It was a different matter this 
time, with scorching temperatures 
and a chance for participants to 
relax on the upper deck. 

Cdr McMicnacI-Phillips said: 
"All those who took part, including 
myself, found the experience 
exhausting, hut the important 
thing is that a princely sum of over 
£200 was raised for the ship’s char¬ 
ity, the Scott Hospital in 
Plymouth.” 

Scott is due back in Devonport 
in late spring for her first major 
upkeep period. 



. The Royal Navy & Royal Marines 
Children's Fund 

jEE Patron: Her Majesty the Queen 

J K V- lonoii 

HISTORY Home is the premier charity for 

Children of the Royal Naval Services have providing duniahle help to children of 
Keen supfxwioJ for over one hundred years serving and ex serving personnel of the 
try the charitable funds, onginaUy as R«y*l Navy. Royal Manne*. The Queen 

orphanages hut now in ways appropriate Alexanda Royal Naval Nursing Service, 
to present day needs, such as schools, the foraier Women s Royal Naval Service 

homev special needs eslaNishmenik. and the reserves of these forces 

holidays and in their own homes in times HOW HELP IS ORGANISED 
of family emu. Consideration of every circumstance is 

A/A/ given swift and sympathetic attention by 

The Roval Navy & Roval lhc *""*• « 

w . r . service and seal anng life 

Marines ( hildren s 1 und Awfc-MB «. be node* unr 

Formed from The RN A RM Children's Those seeking assistance can contact the 
Trust and The RN A RV1 Children’s office direct for an applicant*! form 

The Koval Navy & Royal Marines Children's Fund 

311 Twyford Avenue. Stamshaw, Portsmouth P02 8PE 

AppiitatJtaw mi referral* should hr madr to 

Mrs \l A Hoiertuf* <* Mr* L South * the addm* ahtn* or h> phtne Tel 02.1 W9S34 



NATO force celebrates 
but party is postponed 


NATO's Standing Naval Force Mediterranean - 
STANAVFORMED or SNFM - celebrates its 
tenth birthday on April 30. 

SNFM replaced the old Naval On-Call Force 
Mediterranean at a ceremony in Naples in 1992, 
and has provided a continuous maritime pres¬ 
ence in the southern region ever since, flying 
the NATO flag, exercising and participating in 
•very subsequent regional operation. 

Between 1992 and 1996, SNFM conducted 
Operation Maritime Monitor. Operation 
Maritime Guard and subsequently Operation 
Sharp Guard in the Adriatic as NATO’s maritime 
component of UN embargoes against the for¬ 
mer Yugoslavia - monitoring, challenging and 
boarding merchant shipping. 

In 1998 SNFM again deployed to the Adriatic 
to support the air campaign in Kosovo, but 
since October 2001 the focus has switched to 
the eastern Med. where - in rotation with the 
force's Atlantic equivalent (STANAVFORLANT of 
SNFL) - the member ships have been conduct¬ 
ing Operation Active Endeavour, monitoring 
merchant ships in the war against terrorism. 

SNFM has a continuous programme of oper¬ 
ational training, routinely taking part in major 
NATO exercises, and conducting port visits to 
know and be known - often out of the 
Mediterranean, and often non-NATO nations. 

Command of the force rotates between the 
contributing nations, and the current comman¬ 
der is Commodore Angus Sommervillc of the 
Royal Navy, in the flagship HMS Sheffield. 

With ongoing operations in the 


Mediterranean taking priority, this year's birth¬ 
day party has been postponed, and is now due 
to take place during the next change of com¬ 
mand ceremony in September. 

■ Medical emergency - see page 14 

Dads on board 

A RUN home from Gibraltar to Portsmouth gave four 
fathers of Royal Navy personnel the chance to see 
what their sons do for a living 

Sandown-class minchunter HMS Bangor welcomed 
the dads on hoard at the Rock, and after enjoying the 
local tourist sights the visitors sailed with the ship. 

According to a record kept by Mr E. Boswell, father 
of Lt Danny Boswell, a three-day passage to Oporto in 
good conditions gave the fathers a chance to explore 
the ship from stem to stem, and - in open waters - to 
have a go at steering the vessel using the portable joy¬ 
stick system while dolphins played in the now waves! 

An overnight stay in Oporto was another chance to 
sightsee - hut then the Bay of Biscay lived up to its 
reputation and stormy seas tested the sea legs of both 
ship’s company and visitors alike. 

f As we approached the northern end of the Bay the 
winds and sea state eased and the ride became consid¬ 
erably less lumpy.” notes Mr Boswell. 

"I nad only been away for a few days, hut it was still 
quite an indescribable feeling when the Isle of Wight 
came into view." 

A fuller version of Mr Boswell's report will he post¬ 
ed on the Alow Alms website shortly 
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reach everyone with Orange Everytime 


Calls to other UK mobile networks can be included 
within your inclusive minutes with Orange Everytime 
Service Plans. Plus, text messages are always 
just lOp each. 

special offer for the Navy 

join Orange and receive a free pay monthly Sony J70e (r.r.p.C39.99) 

or Nokia 3330e (r.r.p.C9.99) 

plus complimentary 

■ connection 

■ two month’s subscription including 
up to 800 minutes of talk time' 

■ Boxit™ (r.r.p.£29.99) to protect your phone 
plus your choice of accessory" 

■ delivery 

■ itemised billing 

To find out more about this and other exclusive discounts 

call 0800 168 168 quoting , Navy2 - 

B on two mew**# iuOiOpton to Org# X00 at C$0 00 D* nvynn 'Ovsc# rfVrtoOOt kj i»C&— hit *nca» or +Xtri* :a# 

SuO^Ct to fttXul and a minrtX/fl 12 montnf ?#rm on 1 montn*> C #0 0***0* S*ry>0# Pan M*n*r*um monwf, toOiCMjnon f 13 99 on Oarga E^tryVna 20 
*n#n payrg py d^^ct dttx* CuttOnn#r» can cnooi# to #*C‘ud# cat* To mcwt on Oarg# E^arytm# 20 for a r#GuC#<3 CCXZ 0*"«r ape H to n** 
conVAcrt oniy and an uopraOM Ew>aav 50 and an OVP i nvar to tn# Ymgm Mofr# tar.fr Comtttmamary iufii^at on ri :r*s taa -n tn# §#cona 
and trvfd nyjnmi tt#^ MO W-ng nviy o# CMrgaaoa on ktv OvP pan* RRPi &* PJMO on tn# cjnwne, Oang# WP co»^#CT r. tn« tm# a# tynt-ng 
ana « kjO*ct to cnanga A' o*«n jr» ago.aa to av* jd -ty O*#* \a^d unW 3i May 2002 



orange 













VY NEWS. APRIL. 2002 



www. navy news. co. uk 


People in the News 


Philip gets sword ot honour 


• S/Ll Philip Rowe. 


THE NEWEST holder of a 
prize designed specifically to 
honour hvdrographcrs is S/Lt 
Philip Rowe. 

On his retirement as 
Hydrographer of the Navy in 1971, 
Rear Admiral G.S. Ritchie donat¬ 
ed his sword to he awarded to the 
nest Special Duties Officer spe¬ 
cialising in hvdrographv. 

The sword was then held hy that 
officer until his retirement from 
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ATTRACTIVE BLONDE, young 
37, GSOH. outgoing personality. 
Seeks penpals 28+ Box Apr I 

RETIRED EX RN Single in 
Prance. WLTMA'orrcspond with an 
equally nutty free spirited genuine 
lady. Box Apr 2 

CATHERINE, 39. Requiring a 
great letter writing, sincere penpal. 

Box Apr 3 

DEBBIE, 23, shy. honest, fun 
loving single mum. Seeks 
Naval/Mannc penpal Box Apr 4 

SINGLE MUM (39). Seeks 
genuine male for pcnpal/fncndship 
relationship. 35-45 Box Apr 5 

III. I’M JULIE. 21. A sporty, 
friendly brunette seeking penpals. 

Box Apr 6 

WANTED. One tender hearted 
honourable serviceman to take my 
breath away. Yesterday, today, 
tomorrow, always. Box Apr 7 

SOPHISTIC ATED SCORPIO. 49. 

Petite secretary, blonde, green, loyal, 
loving. VGSOH Seeks Officer and 
Gentleman to enjoy good life. 

Box Apr 8 

SINGLE MALE 31. GSOH. easy 
going. Seeks fun loving female. 

Box Apr 9 

III. YOUNG SAILOR aged 23/27. 
Enjoy having a good time? 
Like handing? Contact Joanne. 

Box Apr 10 

KATHY. ATTRACTIVE brunette. 
40. GSOH. Seeking male penpals 
30+ ALA. Box Apr II 

PM LOOKING for someone 
special to share life with. 

Box Apr 12 

BRUNETTE, 33 Seeks genuine 
sincere male penfnends. GSOH. 
photos please Box Apr 13 

SINGLE SAILOR. Seeks lady 
for fun and friendship any age. 

Box Apr 14 

ATTRACTIVE CARING, slim 
tall female. 36. Hopefully seeking a 
real man. Sailor/Mannc. Officer. 

Box Apr 15 


MARINES ARE MY HEROES 
Inga wishes to correspond with you. 
I am a Swedish-American female. 

Box Apr 16 


PERSONAL 


DIVORCED ATTRACTIVE 

LADY (47) in regular employment 
would like to writc/mcct Naval 
Officer / or serviceman of similar 
age. Must have sease of humour and 
family values. Box No 04/1 

AMERICAN PHILATELIST 

exchanging American stamps for 
British. Colonics, Islands, also buy. 
Please wntc. Box No 04/2 


LINK LINE is a British Registered 
Chanty committed to bringing people 
together as pen fnends Get to know 
a companion or partner, like yourself, 
before you meet Just exchange 
letters until you feel comfortable with 
your new friend 

Details SAE. Linkline (NNl. 
Box 73S8, LONDON N1 5QF 


CONTACT MACi for adults only, 
choose yourself a new friend from 
over 900 photos APPROVAL copy 
from. MATCHMAKER (A. 10). 
Chnrltf). I*R7 4lls 
Or ring 01257 480155 (24 hours) 
Email karrn ft* adultfun co.uk 


NOTICE 

All advertisements submitted for 
entry into the Navy News 
Penfnend Column arc subjected 
to copy approval. Navy News 
reserves the right to make any 
amendments which it considers 
necessary or to edit copy which is 
in excess of the number of words 
paid for. 

I tease note We can lake no 
responsibility for the nature or 
source of the replies received. 

You must be over 18 to 
advertise in this column . 


the Navy, when it passed on to the 
next Special Duties Officer quali¬ 
fy™* 

So in due course, the last holder 
Lt (dr R.l. Laws*>n returned the 
sword to the school in November 
last year. 

And next in line was Philip who 
started on course at the school in 
January, and as a former Survey 
Recorder he was destined to he the 
next sword-bearer. 

In early February. Admiral 
Ritchie visited Devonport to 
attend the decommissioning cere¬ 
mony of If MS Beagle, the last of 
the four coastal survey ships 
ordered during his time. 

On his visit to the school, 
.Admiral Ritchie was only too 
pleased to present his old sword to 
its new owner, Philip. 



• LMEM Richard Stecko, S/Lt Rachel Holmes and Lt Main 
MacCorquodale at play in HMS Sultan. Petum la Phot Adrian Hugh* 


'The best job 
in the wopld' 


Eine Kleine 
Lunch 
Musik 

mi HALLS d Sohan arc- 

alive with the sound of music. 

Lt Mairi MacCoruuodalc set 
out to make use of tnc unheard 
musical talent at HMS Sultan with 
a lunchtime concert at the air and 
marine engineering establishment. 

This short recital involved S/Lt 
Rachel Holmes RNR on the oboe 
and violinist LMEM Richard 
Stecko. 

All three players arc trained 
musicians. Mairi studied at the 
Royal Scottish Academy of Music 
and Drama at Glasgow. Her 
instruments include piano, violin, 
organ and the cymbals in the vol¬ 
unteer band. 

Richard learnt as a pupil at St 
Margaret Ward RC* Hign Schix>l in 
Tunstull. the same school as 
Robbie Williams. A student of the 
violin since aged seven, Richard is 
now taking up the cornet to play 
with the volunteers. 

Rachel studied oboe and piano 
at the renowned Wells Cathedral 
School in Somerset 

A series of lunchtime concerts 
arc now planned for the engineer- 
ins base - including a Danish 
folksingcr! 


AFTER 38 years with the Royal Marines Band Service, Lt 


H ye 

Col Richard Waterer, Commandant of the Royal Marines 
School of Music and Principal Director of Music, will retire 
this summer. 


He leaves with an appropri¬ 
ate grand finald - the ceremo¬ 
nial events for the Queen’s 
Golden Jubilee in June. 

Lt Col Watcrci says with a 
smile: "I’ve got the best job in the 
ioridT* 

He joined the RM Band Service 
aged 14'/*. and quickly rose through 
the ranks. 

lie continued his musical educa¬ 
tion throughout his career, study¬ 
ing at Goldsmiths College. London 
University, and gaining a Masters 
in Music and an I lonor.irs 
Doctorate from Portsmouth 
University. 

He has composed and arranged 
many pieces of music over his long 
career, including the march ‘Royal 
Salute* to mark the Duke of 
Edinburgh’s 25 years as the 
Captain General, RM. 

LI Col Waterer lists as highlights 
of his career the last Royal Military 
Tattoo 2000, the Ouccn Mother’s 
100th Birthday Pageant and the 
Edinburgh Military Tattoo. 

His final engagements begin on 
June I with a classical concert to 
be held at Buckingham Palace with 
the BBC Symphony Orchestra, 
and fanfare trumpets and brass 
support from the Royal Marines. 

On June 4, Lt Col Waterer will 
be conducting a 80 piece RM 
Band in tnc forecourt of 
Buckingham Palace as the Ouccn 
leaves to celebrate her Golden 
Jubilee in the city of Lindon. 

Finally at the big military event 


at IIMS Excellent on June 27. Lt 
Col Waterer will direct a tri- 
Scrvicv hand of 105 musicians on 
parade for the Queen’s arrival. 

li Col Waterer Itxiks back over 
his time with the RM Band service 
with pride and says: “One thing I 
will miss is the hiph quality of peo¬ 
ple that I work with. 4 

He describes his present posi¬ 
tion as “a great honour and a priv- 
8m b 

His successor will he Maj 
Christopher Davis who will Like 
the |*>Nt on JuIs I. 

lb ere arc five Royal Marines 
Bands across the country, the two 
largest in Portsmouth and 
Plymouth, with three others in 
Dartmouth. Lympstonc and HMS 
Caledonia. 

The total strength of the Band 
Service is 347. with over one thou¬ 
sand engagements each year. 

The School of Music is based at 
Portsmouth with an annual intake 
of about 25 to 30 students. 

These youngsters generally 
learn two instruments, with mili¬ 
tary tutors and civilian professors 
from the Bournemouth and 
London Symphonies. 

The Band Service has focused in 
recent yean on running military 
training in tandem with civilian 
degree accreditation to achieve a 
Bachelor in Musk- 

Unique to the KM Service, each 
musician must he able to perform 
as part of a concert, marching, 
orchestra or dance hand. 



• Aileon Bremner on the bridge of HMS Ark Royal. 


Life in a 
pinstripe suit 



Sixty years of 'This won't hurt a bit 



THIS GROUP could be confident about the quality of their smiles 
at a celebratory lunch for 60 years of Naval Dentistry. 

The current director, Surg Cdre Geoff Myers, welcomed a num¬ 
ber of his predecessors back to HMS Nelson. The experience of 
those men present stretched over almost three decades. 

• Pictured with Surg Cdre Geoff Myers are left to right, Surg Cdre 
John Hargraves, Surg Cdre Ted Grant , Surg Cdre Brian Robinson, 
Surg Cdre Timothy Hall, Surg Rear Adm Frank Mathias, Surg Rear 
Adm Ted Cadman and seated, Surg Rear Adm David Coppock. 


• Cdr The Hon Michael Cochrane. 


French 

honour 

British 

officers 

THE FRENCH government has 
awarded the Croix de Valeur 
Militaire to the commanding 
officers of two Royal Navy 
ships for their valuable contri¬ 
bution during the Kosovo 
campaign. 

At the time Cdr Bob 
Sanguinetti was CO of HMS 
Grafton, and Cdr The 
Honourable Michael Cochrane 
of HMS Somerset. 

The two frigates were part 
of the escort group for the 
French carrier Foch, which 
was a key player in air opera¬ 
tions against Serbia. 

Cdr Cochrane's great great 
great grandfather was also 
respected by the French - for 
his skills in battle. Thomas 
Cochrane was called The Sea 
Wolf" by the French for the 
swathe he cut through their 
fleet in the Napoleonic Wars. 


UP TO February, the largest 
ship that Ailecn Bremner, 
management consultant with 
Accenture, had been on was a 
cross-Channel feny. Now she’s 
signed up for ihe Nav\ life on 
board HMS Ark Royal. 

As pin of the Navy’s drive to 
build links with industry, Ailecn is 
part of a four-month exchange 
between the Nav> and internation¬ 
al consultancy. Accenture. 

In turn, Lt Euan Bums, DWF.O 
of Type 22 HMS Campbeltown is 
hitting the streets of tnc business 
world, looking at how Accenture 
run their consultancy operation 
and project management. 

Three weeks into the experi¬ 
ence. Ailecn sayv “It’s the best 
thing I've ever done!" 

"fts opened my eyes. It’s 
incredibly interesting to get a real 
insight into Navy- life, and to have 
the opportunity to live it and he 
pari of it. I feel an enormous sense 
of pride." 

Ailecn is particularly consider¬ 
ing the Issue of retention during 
her four months of sea life. 

Euan is currently working at the 
National Insurance offices in 
Newcastle, looking at how a new 
IT system Is being implemented. 

After 5tf years in a blue uni¬ 
form. he’s finding the experience 
in a business environment “fasci¬ 
nating". 

He admits before he started he 
had no idea what management 


consultancy actually involved. He 
describes tVic experience as “quite 
an eye-opener . But finds the 
stills that he has gained from RN 
quite transferable to Accenture. 

Euan says: The main thrust is 
to compare and contrast best prac¬ 
tice between the RN and busi¬ 
ness." He adds: This is a building 
block for ongoing partncrshipwith 
industry." 
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Peo ple in the News 



A hearty welcome 

TWO PIPERS saw I IMS Glasgow sail proudly 
info her namesake city at the end of February. 

Both men. Murk Carmichael, and U Cdr 
Stewart Bankicr. arc members of the Scottish 
branch of the Royal Naval Piping Society. 

Lt Cdr Bankicr is the Deputy Oucen’s 
Harbour Master at Clyde Naval Base, and the 
opportunity to pipe in this particular ship was 
genuinely nursing for him - nc hud served from 
IW8 to IW2 as the Navigating Officer on board 
the Type 42 destroyer. 

• Mark Carmichael and Lt Cdr Bankier, 
DOHM at Clyde Naval Base , pipe HMS 
Glasgow into the city. Pietun la Phot o Bn** 


lion' oarsman 
rows Atlantic 



WHAT sort of man 
sets out to row 
across the Atlantic 
at age 66? 

An cx Royal Navy 
Physical Training 
Instructor, of course. 

Who else? 

After K4 days IV hours 
and 4 minutes at sea in a 
two-man 23 ft ocean-row¬ 
ing boat. Tony Day arrived 
in Barbados. 

“I walked very wobbly 
up that jetty’*, he laughs. 

“But I fell like u lion. 

M l was on a high, just 
knowing what I'd done. I 
was just happy to be alive, 
so elated, so mentally 
strong.” 

Tony brushes aside any 
praise as the oldest com- 

E rtitor in the Atlantic 
owing Race 2001, and 
stresses * a young 56”. 

lie and his rowing part¬ 
ner. Ian Chatcr. set off 
from Tenerife with 35 other 
boats. Tony had first lifted 
the oars of “This way up” just 25 
minutes earlier. 

But as Tony says: Tm not a per¬ 
son to give less than MX) per cent.” 

The two set off on their intrepid 
voyage, Tony returning to a life at 
sea after leaving the Royal Navy in 
IW6. 

Tony joined the Service at 15 as 
a Junior Seaman, a youngster who 
liked sport and quickly saw the 
opport unites of the Physical 
Ir.umne branch. 

He left the Navy as a Petty 
Office PTI w in i bed (ravelled 
around the world, served in 
Hermes during Ihc Falkland** War. 
and laden down with medals for 
sports including boxing, football. 
Field Gun and the vital Gibraltar 
Rock Race w inner’s award. 


builder Ian Chatcr 
through the Challenge 
team. The two only first 
rowed together as the 
race began. 

The two men encoun¬ 
tered a number of prob¬ 
lems in their difficult 
crossing. At one point 
they were caught hv 
adverse winds that for all 
their hard work forward 
blew them kick again. 

Blistered hands and 
boils on the hum were 
part of the daily routine 
of rowing servitude. 

Bad weather and 
storms lashed the little 
boat mid-Atlantic, and a 
hurricane threatened to 
end their attempt. 

But a true Navy man. 
Tony is indignant on one 
major issue: “We ran out 
of tea. which is the most 
important thing. I had to 
drink cocoa!” 

Hie uncc-in-a-lifetime 
pleasures will never he 
forgotten. At one point, a 
giant Minkc whale stopped by to 
visit the two men. a sea turtle 
bumped his nose along with them 
for a day. and dolphins were regu¬ 
lar companions on the crossing 
Tony’s approach to sporting life 
on board ship kept them noth 
going as the days went on: “The 
thing is to get the team out there, 
and the team winning. 

*i thought. ‘Tony, you've got to 
motivate him the best you can*." 

Despite the searing heat, the cir¬ 
cling sharks, the threatening 
weather and harsh conditions. 
Tony and Ian successfully crossed 
the Atlantic in their little row boat. 

Tony ends: “Being a PTI means 
having the mental and physical 
courage to stand up to anything.** 


• Tony Day takes on the Atlantic challenge. 

Since leaving the Navy, it s obvi¬ 
ous that Tony hasn't slowed down 
at all. lie's now a financial consul¬ 
tant. with time to run in five half- 
marathons. the London marathon, 
and now he a trans-Atlantic rower. 

The rowing race only takes place 
once every tour years, and Tony 
spent five years from his first spark 
of interest in 1996 focused entirely 
on his goal; training, saving and 
preparing for the Atlantic row. 

He credits his Service training 
for the discipline to wwk every day 
towards the rowing marathon! 

I IK friends and family were con¬ 
cerned for the harsh endurance 
test that Tony was planning, but 
once underway, supported him 
wholeheartedly. 

Tony was put together with boat- 


Media award given to Devonport Type 23 



• Gillian Wettern hands over the trophy to Lt Cdr Rod Ashman 
and Cdr John Kingwell of HMS Argyll. Ac* *a LA Phot John Cw 


GILLIAN Wettern pre¬ 
sented the Desmond 
Wettern award to the 
Commanding Officer of 
HMS Argyll, Cdr John 
Kingwell, and to the 
ship’s Public Relations 
Officer, Lt Cdr Rod 
Ashman. 

The decanter on an oak 
plinth from HMS Victory is a 
memorial trophy in honour 
of her late husband, the 
naval writer Desmond 
Wettern. and is given to the 
ship or unit that has done 
the most to promote a pos¬ 
itive image of the Royal 
Navy over the past year. 

Commander-in-Chief 
Fleet. Admiral Sir Alan West 
said that public relations 
were extremely important 
to ensure the public learned 
about the remarkable 
achievements of the Navy. 

He commended the ship 
for her success against 
intense competition, and 
keeping her profile high in 
all circumstances. 



• Lt Gary Hesling and the entire ship's company of HMSML Gleaner, the smallest ship in the Royal 
Navy, pose for an unusual group shot. Ac*** la Phot Susan Rota 


SOME INSURERS ADD 


11°/o TO YOUR MONTHLY 


INSTALMENTS. ALL WE 


ADD IS VALUE. 


If you pay for motor or home insurance by instalments, 
you’re probably paying for the privilege. Perhaps as 
much os 11%. 

Why? At Affmitas, we don t make a profit out of your 
monthly instalments. We think it s fairer to make an 
annual £12 administration fee. It's one of the ways our 
products put you first 

Others include a Home Contents Insurance that costs 
less if you live on a patrolled base. And Motor Insurance 
that lets you switch from Fully Comp to Third Party if 
you’re deployed, leaving your car in a secure area. 

So call us for a quote. And see what we can subtract 



0800 3161 317 

+44 1206 393 777 
www.affinitas.com 


affimtas 

looking out for you 
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• SUYs enjoying wading through Peter's Pool dur¬ 
ing a day at the Commando Training Centre at 
Lympstone. Picture CPO Phot a Tw—<*m 


Enterprise*. ihc officers from 
JellittK* Division cleared all the 
weeds from a care home in Totnes, 
and built a barbecue and garden. 
The officers from Hawke Division 
invited a group of children and 
their teachers from Bidwell School 
near Dartmouth to spend a day on 
the river Dart. 

With the majority of the course 
now complete, the last couple of 
modules awaited us. 

The Basic Leadership 
Development (BIT)) week proved 
to be one of the most useful parts 
«>! the 11 weeks spent at the col¬ 
lege. BID tested to the extreme 
your ability to think quickly for¬ 
mulate a plan and execute a' given 

scenario cltcelivek 

T aking charge of a crash site, 
organising the removal of an 
unexploded bomb or simply 
navigating your team through a 
minefield were just a few of the fun 
tasks being undertaken. Fitness 
Mltnd mental ability were test 
cd to the full and each SUY came 
away from that week with a better 
understanding of their own poten¬ 
tial as well as their shortcomings. 

The Maritime Assessed 
Command Exercise, or MACE, 
demonstrates the importance of 
putting teamwork into pr 
The whole week is designed to test 
everything from planning ability to 
patience. 

Controlling a disaster situation, 
setting up a crisis management 
centre, providing aid to the civil 
community and a host of other 
near impossible tasks are dished 
out every few hours. 

Keeping watches, loosing sleep, 
not being able to wash and eating 
ration packs all add to the frustra¬ 
tion and tension that mako the 
week so much fun. The week rep¬ 


resents the culmi¬ 
nation of the total 
training package at 
BRNC 

Working as a 
team is crucial to 
the success of the 
wccklong exercise 
and reinforces the 
importance of the 
RN\ current motto 
‘The learn Works*. 

With afl the 

essays, lectures, and 
projects behind us 
it was time to pre¬ 
pare for the final 
phase of this transi¬ 
tion into the officer 
corps, the Passing 
Out Parade. 

Having only just 
recovered from an 
exhausting week, it 
was only a matter of 
hours before the 
parade ground 
resounded to the 
echoes of the 
Ceremonial 
Braining (Officer 
and his team drilling the classes for 
what felt like an eternity. On and 
on they yelled, sword too high or 
too low, wrong step at the slow 
march, keep your ncad up, stop 
fidgeting. Those new entry days at 
HMS Raleigh, 25 years previously, 
came flooding back to me in waves. 

After what seemed like a life¬ 
time of waiting, the big day had 
finally arrived, involving a Royal 
Marine Band, a visiting Head of 
State and most importantly, our 
families, on whose support we have 
relied throughout our careers. 


• SUYs and Parade Training Staff line up 
during Parade drill at BRNC. Picture k Frw+s 

Before the eyes of many proud 
parents, 120 officers marched slow¬ 
ly past His Majesty The Sultan of 
Brunei and entered, for the first 
time, the main doors of BRNC. 

As the doors were slammed shut 
behind the Senior Sub Lieutenant, 
a deafening cheer echoed from 
inside the college, announcing that 
yet another group, both young and 
old. had made the transition suc¬ 
cessfully into the Officer Corns. 

Being commissioned at 45 isn’t 
so bad after all and if I can do it, 
believe me. anybody can. 


Lt Stuart Antrobus passed out of BRNC in August 2001 and is 
presently appointed to the Joint School of Photography 
at RAF Cosford as the Officer Commanding Training Flight. 


W hen I passed through 
tlu- gates Of Inc 
College I was momen¬ 
tarily taken aback by the splen¬ 
dour of the college exterior 
and the gardens. This incom¬ 
parable structure commands 
reaped «» piece that was 
steeped in history and I was 
about to become part of it. 

The first few days were made up 
d arrival hritifftg ihc thaa 
C ommanding Officer, Cdrc Mark 
Kerr, assured every SUY that the 
long and arduous journey travelled 
so far was worth it. 

He was followed by a man we 
would encounter on a near daily 
basis, the Training Commander. 
Cdr Mark Thistlctnwaitc. He out¬ 
lined Ihc schedule for the coming 
weeks aad lold of tin van I 
standards expected at BRN<!*. 

On completion of the welcome 
we were split up into two divisions. 
Hawke and Jcllicoc. 

From the moment you arrive at 
BRNC you arc immediately pro¬ 
moted to the rank of Sub 
Lieutenant. If you have acquired a 
Degree or two on the way and plan 
to become a ‘Schoolic’ then it’s 
straight to Lieutenant for you. 

The change in rank /or most 
individuals is significant and the 
adjustment to this alien status ean 
be quite overwhelming. 

With health and fitness being so 
important within the services these 
days, the condition of each person 
is checked at a very early stage in 
the course. The most interesting 
activity was, without doubt, the 
now legendary Period Zero*. This 
was an activity that tested your 
ability to get out of bed at 05:2fi 
Iollowed by an enthusiastic beast- 
ing by a member of the PT staff. 


As the latest group of Senior Upper Yardmen 
embark on a new career in the officer corps, 
Lieutenant Stuart Antrobus, one of last year’s 
graduates, looks back at his time spent within 
the confines of the world’s best officer training 
establishment, Britannia Royal Naval College. 


It would he fair to say that Ihc 
majority of SUYs took il in their 
stride and humour overtook the 
moaning The majority of these 
hardened former lowcr-dcckcrs 
had been getting up at unsociable 
hours for years! 

The first week concluded with a 
scries of five minute talks present 
cd by each SUY from a range of 
subjects that stretched from the 
Missing In Action of Vietnam to 
my presentation on the tragic 
flixHis in Mozambique. 

Next the river training M 
awaited our arrival with glee. 
Under the watchful eye of Warrant 
Officer Danny Maxwell, a team of 
specialists was waiting to teach us 
every aspect of boat handling. 

The introduction to the whaler 
and picket hoaLs was to become the 
beginning of a long and meaningful 
relationship. Little did we know 
that these loyal workhoats would 
see us successfully through the 
most gruelling final phase of our 
training at Dartnv'—h. 

Warrant 0..*xr Phil Shepherd, 
the Ceremonial lYaining Officer at 
BRNC, is described as a living leg¬ 
end by most who know him. It is in 
the arena of the weekly divisions 
that he seizes the opportunity to 
entertain a captive auJienec. 

Woe betide anv 'young officer’ 
who steps out of line or fails to 
aspire to his standards, the verbal 
longue lashing is just too embar¬ 


rassing to describe. With a hark 
much worse than his bite WO 
Shepherd’s methods arc inspired 
by a fierce pride in the Service he 
has Mowed tor i Hristi 
As the weeks progressed the 
emphasis concentrated on improv¬ 
ing our knowledge of the world. 
The Strategic Studies presenta¬ 
tions reminded us ill that we have 
been living in a relatively unstable 
world for many years. The sad 
events of September II are cer¬ 
tainly testament to that. 


W; 


• Senior Upper Yardmen officers from Hawke Division are shown 
with children from Bidwell School near Dartmouth who were 
treated to a day of fun on the River Dart Picture u stuwr Amnttuz 


Je listened in fascination 
to leading academics 
explaining certain events 
in history. The two World Wars, 
Sue/. Northern Ireland and the 
rise and fall of Communism to 
name hut a lew It s dear that 
understanding the ‘bigger picture* 
is vitally important. 

As candidates arc drawn from a 
wide range of specialisations the 
course design has to he carefully 
tailored. In certain subjects SUY 
officers only need a hasic under¬ 
standing whilst others need more 
in depth instruction It is a difficult 
fine-tuning procedure that is han¬ 
dled with great care. 

Tb those weathered old Chiefs 
and Warrants who decided laic in 
life to take this valiant step into the 
OOrps. n comes as a bit of .» 
shock to find themselves hack in 
Ihc classroom. The great thing 
about BRNC is that every lecturer 
and tutor know> this and is re.uh n| 
lend a helping hand in all areas. 

Being aisigncd a personal tutor 
ttM start created a feeling ol 
security. Group tutorial sessions 
were a welcome break from some 
of ihc more rigorous activities and 
a steaming cup of black coffee 
would often await us up in the attic 
meeting rooms of the college. 

Every SUY had to have com¬ 
pleted a dissertation from a list of 
titles provided by the college by the 
end of the tenth week. The amount 
of time spent researching, reading 
and writing was painful, and every- 
uttered. 

The meteorology und oceanog¬ 
raphy lectures that arc delivered at 
the college arc very detailed and at 
times a hit hard to follow, hut I do 
find watching the nightly weather 
forecast on television much more 
entertaining these days so it can't 
have all gone over my head. 

OM act iv its that did appear to 
please every student, regardless of 
age or specialisation, was seaman¬ 
ship and boat-handling. Messing 
about on the River Dart in a 
wh iler or .i picket boat in the mid¬ 
dle of summer was glorious but it 
did o>mc with it’s own problems. 

At times the river was so busy it 
was like Piccadilly Circus in the 
rush hour. There were ferries 
going up and down and tourists 
nobbing about Throw in a handful 
of novice Naval officers to this 
already confused state of affairs 
and you have extreme chaos. 

Participating in charitable 
events, which particularly help the 
surrounding community, is some¬ 
thing BRNC has done for many 
years. Class members from Hawke 
and Jcllicoc Division organised 
two entire v different projects. 

Under the title ‘Operation 


SENIOR UPPER YARDMEN - A NEW CAREER AT 45 


It’s never 


too late 
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ucdiPoyen 

sails for 
trip of a 
lifetime' 

DESTROYER I IMS Notting¬ 
ham has left Portsmouth for 
whal her Commanding Officer 
lias described as "the trip ot a 
lifetime**. 

The Type 42’s nine month 
deployment will take her to 
Djibouti. Sri Lanka. Singapore. 
Vietnam. the Philippines. 
Australia. New Zealand. Tonga. 
Fiji and Papua New Guinea - and 
th.it is all before August. 

One of the key elements is 
Nottingham's partieipation in 
exercises under the Live Lowers 
IXrfcncc Arrangement (FDPA), 
which involves the UK. Singapore. 
Malaysia. Australia and New 
Zealand. 

She will also he supporting 
wider British interests in an area 
of major economic and strategic 
importance to Europe. 

Other visits scheduled before 
Nmtlldmi return' to the UK in 
December include China. Korea. 
Russia and Japan - though flexi¬ 
bility is a major consideration in 
the current political climate. 

The Royal Navy’s most up-to- 
date air defence destroyer. 
Nottingham has had a busy 18 
months since her refit, with exten¬ 
sive trials, work up and exercises 
to bring her up to operational 
readiness. 

She was part of the RN task 
group which sailed to the Middle 

i mi m the i-ittcr pert el 3001 on 

Exercise Argonaut and Exercise 
Saif Sarcca off Oman 

Her C ommanding Officer, Cdr 
Richard Farrington, said: "Despite 
the uncertainty surrounJing 
events in the Middle East and our 
ongoing commitment to the war 
against terrorism, the ship s com¬ 
pany is really looking forward to 
whal looks like the trip of a life¬ 
time We arc ready for anything." 
■ New Pag - page 20 

Governor 
visits ships 

THE CiOVERNOR of Gibraltar 
has visited Royal Navy ships in 
harbour and at sea. 

David Duric was invited on to 
minchuntcr I IMS Grimsby in (he 
naval base, meeting the diving 
team which helped with the World 
War II bombs found in the bay ear¬ 
lier this year. 

Three days later Mr Duric and 
his wife were flown by Sea King lo 
Type 22 frigate HMS 

CumpbeTtown. The visitors had 
lunch beftxt jninfpg the 
Commanding Officer. Capt Mark 
Stain, on the bridge for entry into 
Gibraltar harbour. 

Harrier dinner 

A SEA Harrier Force dinner 
km been heU1 in the fee. nils COM 
missioned wardroom of HMS 
Heron. 

The dinner coincided with the 
announcement over the withdraw 

.ii *»f Se.i Harriers fsoe back 
page). 

The Commandcr-in-Chicf 
Strike Command. Air Chief 
Marshall Sir John Kay. was the 
principal guest of honour. Also 
attending were Rear Admiral 
Scott Lidbcttcr. Flag Officer 
Maritime Aviation/Air Officer 
C ommanding 3 Group RAF. Cdre 
Chris Clayton (Comim>dorc Naval 
A ria tfcmj and Cdtc BU 
Covington. C ommanding Officer 
HMS Heron. 


Legion welcomes pension decision 


THE ROYAL British leg ion has welcomed the 
Government announcement that war widowers 
arc lo get the same pension rights as war wid¬ 
ows. 

Until now, men widowed when their wife 
died on active service or as a result of their time 
in the Forces were means tested and had to 
prove they were incapable of supporting them¬ 
selves before they could receive a war widowers’ 
pension 

Widows of Servicemen who died of the same 
causes automatically received a war widows* 
pension 

The Ixgion has been campaigning since the 
early 19<XK for a change in Government policy. 


and they have now persuaded the policy makers 
that the current scheme contravenes two sec¬ 
tions of the Human Rights Act. 

Tom House. Head of Pensions for the Legion, 
said: 'Ovcf the ptftt tew sears, if, 
women in the Armed Forces has altered dra¬ 
matically. and it is clear that the current regula¬ 
tions do not reflect these changes. 

"Men and women arc now taking equal roles 
both in facing active service and in supporting 
their homes and families. 

There fore, they and their partners should he 
treated the same if they die as a result of serving 
their country. 

“The Ixrgion is very pleased the Government 


has finally decided lo amend this policy - par¬ 
ticularly at a time when British Servicewomen 
arc being deployed in live war against terror¬ 
ism ” 

■ The MOD has announced the creation of the 
Veterans Agency, on the first anniversary of the 
introduction of the first minister with responsi¬ 
bility for veterans* issues. Dr Lewis Moonic. 

Dr Moonic said: ~rhc War Pensions Agency 
and the Vctcraas’ Advice Unit will combine to 
become the Veterans’ Agency. 

“My long-term aim is that the new agency will 
become a one-stop shop for veterans, being able 
to offer advice on the diverse range of issues 
lhal affect veterans " 


Plymouth 
gears up 
for show 


DECOMMISSIONED nuclear 
submarine Courageous has been 
moved into dry dink in prepara¬ 
tion for her starring role in this 
year’s Plymouth Navy Days. 

Die submarine was moved into 
3 Dock in South Yard last month, 
aflcr which the painstaking job of 
draining the dock began, alkiwing 
the hull lo settle on to blocks as the 
*.iu-i hvd M 

The submarine is being pre¬ 
pared lo allow tours of her casing 
and interior, with tin target being 
the Navy Davs weekend of August 
Hank Holiday, 24-26 inclusive, 
when more than 50.000 visitors arc 
expected in the base. 

A number of adaptations need 
to be made to ensure the safety of 
visitors to the boat, ranging from 
replacement of grilled decking to 
prevent shoe heels being stuck to 
the installation of a ventilation sys¬ 
tem. 

It is hoped that the public will be 
able to see the control room, sleep¬ 
ing accommodation, galley and 
wardroom, while a periscope will 
be situated elsewhere on the site, 
off the boat, to avoid congestion 
ini board. Visitors arc likely tn tour 
in groups of ten. 

Capt John Binns, Captain Base 
Safetv and responsible for convert 
ing the submarine to an exhibit, 
said Naval Base personnel arc 
spending a k>t of their own time to 
ensure tnc boat is ready on time. 

Preparations for the three-day 
extravaganza at Dcvonpoit arc 
well advanced now. and organisers 
have now launched a website to 
help spread the word. 

Navy davs Marketing and 
Publicity Manager Lorraine 
Coulton said: "This year we have 
expanded the wchsilc. 

^Visiiom will be able to order 
their tickets online from a secure 
site. 

"We’ve also incorporated a 
Latest News page. Ibis means that 
as we get more details on the 
attractions that have confirmed 
will take part we can put it on the 
website straight .iu.iv 

"It will also enable us to give 
people an insight and update into 
whal the ships that arc taking part 
arc currently doing." 

The Plymouth Navy Days web¬ 
site is at wwwMtvydoys.com 

Over the three days several 


Royal Navy and foreign warships - 
(he Netherlands, Poland and 
Germany arc expected to send ves¬ 
sel' Will tv open to visitors, .md 
each day will feature a flying dis¬ 
play. including the FA2 Sea 
Harrier. 

Other attractions in the heritage 
area will also he open for inspec¬ 
tion. including the only winking 
hangman s cell in the country. 

Tickets will be sold through the 
website or on 01752 266031. .md 
advance discounted tickets will be 
available from June 1. Discounted 
prices are adults £9.50, under- 16s, 
OAPs, disabled and students £6.25. 
Under lives will not be charged lor 

a In 

Entry to Navy Days will be 
between 930am and 6pm. 

Eight nations 
at Chatham 

WARSHIPS from as many as 
eight nations will be among the 
attractions at the Chatham 
Navy Days over the Golden 
Jubilee Bank Holiday week¬ 
end. 

The international fleet Is 
expected to take part in a 
review undertaken by the 
Princess Royal. 

The leading warship will be 
Type 42 destroyer HMS Exeter 
which will be accompanied by 
mine countermeasures vessels 
HMS Chiddingfold and HMS 
Inverness. 

Other nations which are 
expected include Ireland, 
Poland. Belgium, Denmark, 
France, Canada and Germany. 

Another feature of the event, 
which runs from June 2-4, is a 
large fleet of heritage vessels. 

Music, from the Royal 
Marines Band to the University 
of Greenwich Big Band, is in 
the programme, and each day 
will end with massed bands 
performing a finale which cul¬ 
minates in a Beat Retreat and 
Sunset ceremony. 

Tickets are available in 
advance (adult £8, child 5-15 
£5, family ticket of two adults, 
two children £24 plus £2.50 for 
each extra child) from April 2 
until May 22 on 01634 823800. 


Falklands show will open museum 


A DRAMATIC interpretation of the Falklands 
Conflict will mark the opening of the Imperial 
War Museum North. 

52 degrees South is a Big Theatre production 
to mark the 20th anniversary of the end ot the 
war. 

Billed as a “witty and moving drama, using 
verse, storytelling and video, drawing on person¬ 
al personal experiences of those affected by the 
conflict." 

The show will be presented in the main exhibi¬ 
tion space within the museum as part of the XVII 


Commonwealth Games Spirit of Friendship 
Cultureshock programme. 

Tickets for the show, which premieres on 
Tuesday July 9 and runs for five nights, are free, 
but must be applied for. 

For more details of the show and the museum, 
which is located at Trafford Wharf Road, Trafford 
Park, are available from the website at 
www.iwmn.org.uk, or by telephone on 0870 220 
3435. 

There will be a special presentation of materi¬ 
al by Falklands veterans on June 14. 



• Decommissioned nuclear submarine Courageous is edged into 
position at Devonport Naval Base in preparation lor Navy Days . 


Thumbs up 
for newest 
Aussie 
submarine 


THE ROYAL Navy’s top officer 
has given his seal of approval (o 
the latest of (he Royal Australian 
Navy’s Collins-cUss submarine. 

First Sea laud Admiral Sir 
Nigel Euenhigh. on a visit to Fleet 
Ikisc East in Australia, described 
HMAS Shcc.in as "super", telling 
Australian Navy News: "She is 
lighter than I thought, but I was 
very impressed by her capability." 

Admiral Evsenhigh. who spent 
six days with the Australians in 
Canberra and Sydney, noted lhal 
the Royal Navy and RAN have 
similar historical foundations, and 
that us people come lo terms with 
the ‘new world* in which we live, 
(hey must maintain close bonds. 

HMAS Shccan is a convention¬ 
al diesel-powered submarine of 
3,350 tonnes, with a complement 
of 55. 

She was commissioned in 
February last year, the fifth of 
class, and her younger sister, 
HMAS Rankin, is still with the 
builders. TWo of the five Collins 
boats have female crew members. 

The submarine is named after 
Australian war hero OS Teddy 
Shccan, a teenager who, despite 
being wounded, strapped himself 
lo ihe ( toffikm pm «»t the sinking 
corvette HMAS Armidale toward 
off attacking Japanese planes. 

lie destroyed one plane and 
damaged two others, giving col¬ 
leagues a chance to survive in the 
water. He was reported to have 
been still firing as the waters 
ckiscd over him. 

The outline of an Oerlikon 
forms the centrepiece of the boats 
crest 


HAVE TO CANCEL YOUR 


HOLIDAY? WE HAVE 


TO GET YOUR 




MONEY BACK. 



You may have to cancel your holiday at a moment's 
notice. Your travel insurer may be less than sympathetic 

Talk to us. Affimtas Travel Insurance pays out for the 
insured cost of your holiday if your leave gets cancelled. 

You’ll get some of the most competitive rates available 
today. And with separate policies for Europe. Worldwide 
and Winter Sports you only need pay for what you need 

So next time you're planning a holiday, call us. Before 
duty calls you. 


0800 3161317 

+44 1206 393 777 
www.affmitas.com 


affimtas 

looking out for you 
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sneffield helps in 
'Dogfish' medical 
emergency 


NATO FLAGSHIP HMS Sheffield helped out in a medical 
emergency involving a Spanish submariner in the 
Mediterranean. 


Pic Type 22 frigate’?* helicopter 
was used to gather vital medicine 
for the crewman on hoard the 
Spanish submarine Siruco ai sea 
off Sicily. 

The crewman had been receiv¬ 
ing treatment on hoard for a minor 
illness, hut supplies were running 
out and there was no chance to 
land the man ashore. 

The medicine was supplied from 
Slief fie Id’s sick hay and Inc Turkish 
shin Gokccada. 

The Naval vessels were all tak¬ 
ing part in the world's largest anti¬ 
submarine exercise, codcnamcd 
Dogfish 2002, involving ten surface 
ships, eight submarines and Ih air¬ 
craft. 

Sheffield, currently flagship of 
the NATO Standing Naval Force 
Mediterranean (SNFM), was the 


lask Group Commander of the 
friendly ‘blue’ forces while Siroco 
led the enemy ‘yellow’ forces. 

In the interest of fairplay. after 
the medical crisis, the submarine 
was allowed a few hours to reposi¬ 
tion herself before the hunt began 
again. 

Sheffield took over as the flag¬ 
ship of SNFM at a ceremony held 
at Arksa/ in Turkey at the end of 
February. 

Cdrc Angus Somerville is lead¬ 
ing the NATO Force from the Ivpe 

22 M§tlc which reli eved IMS 

C ’h.it ham from SNF'M duties. 

Command of the Task Group 
changes annually between nations. 

The SNFM liisk Group consists 
of eight frigates and destroyers, 
each representing a NATO coun¬ 
try. 


DON’T FORGET OUR 

SEAFARERS 


K 

— 9 . 

i 


A Time to Remember 

One chance we have to remember the debt we owe 
to our seafarers is with a legacy. For many of us 
making a Will is a daunting prospect and often a 
task that is left "until tomorrow". KGFS can help - 
we have a free guidance booklet entitled "Your 
Will". Free copies are available by completing the 
coupon below or by telephone 020 7932 0000, fax 
020 7932 0095 or email: seafarersCkgfs.org.uk 
Visit our website at www.kgfs.org.co.uk 

KGFS - The Seafarers' Charity 

King George's Fund for Sailors (KGFS) is the central 
fund making grants to nautical charities which 
look after the welfare needs of seafarers and 
their dependants in 
the Royal Navy. 

Merchant Navy 
and Fishing Fleets. 


i 



Please send me a copy of the "Your Will" booklet 

NAME (Mr MrvMs) 

ADDRESS 


POSTCODE 


Please complete and mum to: 

Wilma Fogg KGFS H Hathertey Street , 
hmdon SWIF 2 YY Tel: 020 7932 0000 


www.navynews.co. uk 



• The Lynx helicopter from HMS Sheffield delivers medicine to the Spanish submarine Siroco in the Mediterranean. 


The Force has been conducting 
Operation Active Endeavour, 
NATO’s maritime contribution to 
the war against terrorism. 

The operation is controlled by 
the Commander Allied Naval 
Forces Southern I nope, Admiral 
I.uiei l.illo of the Italian Navy from 
his headquarters on Nisida Island. 
Naples, Italy. 

Iron-clad 
Warrior 
gets a 
face-lift 

NEW teak planks are being 
laid on the upper deck of one 
of Britain’s most historic war¬ 
ships. 

HMS Warrior 1860 at 
Portsmouth Historic Dockyard 
has been going through a 
serious overhaul to replace 
the upper decking that had 
begun to rot from beneath. 

The problem was caused by 
water leaking between the 
wood and supporting steel 
deck. 

The Lord Mayor of 
Portsmouth, Councillor Elaine 
Baker assisted Warrior's ship¬ 
wright. Bob Daubeney, to lay 
the very first planks of the 
new teak decking. This event 
marked a new and untradi 
tional approach to wooden 
decks. 

Bob explains: “An air space 
will be left under the new teak 
planks to enable them to 
breathe and, hopefully, last 
longer." 

The work on the iron-clad 
warship originally began in 
September last year and has 
progressed well. 

Split into three phases - for¬ 
ward, centre and aft deck sec¬ 
tions - the first phase is 
expected to complete in May 
this year. 

The Heritage Lottery Fund 
awarded a grant to pay a sig¬ 
nificant part of the costs. 
Anthea Case. Director of the 
Fund, said: “Maritime heritage 
is a fundamental part of the 
history of this country and 
HMS Warrior is a marvellous 
example of ground-breaking 
manne engineenng that still 
fascinates people of all ages." 

Stone from 
home for 
Conflict cairn 

THE FALKLAND Islands 
Memorial (Impel is asking every¬ 
one who visits lo bring a stone as a 
tribute to those who died in the 
British Forces in 1982. 

These stones will then he buill 
into u single rough cairn alongside 
(he chapel al Panghournc College 
towards the end of this year. 

Slones arc being sent lo build 
this traditional memorial hy the 
Governor of Ihc Falkland Islands, 
and on behalf of (he Oucen. 

Widows and cMMPM Ofl thOM 
who fell have also brought along 
their own small piece of home to 
mark a permanent monument to 
all who fought in ihc South 
Atlantic. 



NEW INITIATIVE BETWEEN MOD AND NHS 


• After carrying out training exercises around the Clyde. Gurkhas from D Company, First Royal 
Irish, were invited to pay a visit to HMS Superb by the submarine’s Commanding Officer, Cdr 
Justin Hughes. nc*m M <*,***, B/tx» 


Thousands to 
gain from 
Haslar DTC 


THE ROYAL Hospital 
Haslar is due to become 
one of the pioneering 
Diagnostic and Treatment 
( u litres (DTC) tor the 
NHS before the end of the 
year. 

These fast-track surgery cen¬ 
tres will separate routine hos¬ 
pital operations from emer¬ 
gency treatment, protecting 
non-urgent operations, tests 
and appointments from the 
disruption of unplanned emer¬ 
gency admissions. 

Aim Miihurn the Health 
Secretary, laid m Ihn mnouncc- 
nicnt: “When the DTCs are up and 
running they will provide an extra 
20,000 treatments a year. They will 
make an early impact on wailing 
times in some of the mosl pres¬ 
sured parts of the country." 

While the announcement is def¬ 
inite U nod news for everyone 
working in (he Gosport hospital, it 
docs not guarantee that the MOD 
Hoaphal inn fMOHI > 

Portsmouth will stay on Ihc site. 

11k situation remains that Ihc 
MOD intends to withdraw from 
the llaslar site lo a new build al 


Ouccn Alexandra (OA) Hospital 
in north Bar tiow th rad the 
Centre for IXfcncc Medicine in 
Birmingham once suitable alterna¬ 
nt arrangements arc m pin 
Currently ihc Portsmouth 
MDIIU is based across three sites; 

:oyal Hospital Haslar, OA 
Hospital and St Mary’s Hospital. 

Bui there will he no movement 
from the Haslar site until adequate 
medical facilities arc available for 
use by the military personnel. 

\n,| while the work at L>\ 
Hospital continues, Haslar will be 
required even more to lake pres¬ 
sure away from the already busy 
Portsmouth hospital. 

Surgeon Captain Lionel 
Jarvis, the Commanding 
Officer of MDHU 
Portsmouth, explains: “The 
reason why Haslar is so 
attractive to government for 
this project is because it is 
so well-equipped and main¬ 
tained." 

There arc 560 military staff and 
350 MOD employees working al 
the Haslar MDHU Portsmouth in 
partnership with the NHS. 

It was the high quality of the 
people and facilities that first drew 


the attention of the IXpartmcnt of 
Health. 

The NHS South East Regional 
Offiec initially approached Haslar 
at the uul .» team 

from local health author ilcs. 
Portsmouth Hospitals NIIS This! 
and Ihc Defence Secondary (arc 
Agency have been working 
intensely over the last three 
months to secure llaslar’s new 
role 

Hie plan is to use the existing 
infrastructure at Haslar lo open 
llu 0nfl pil.iM of tI k |)l( III 
September with an orthopaedic 
v ward and an 
Administration and Consultant 
corridor. 

As pari of the MOD’s commit¬ 
ment to high quality training for 
medical staff, it is important that 
personnel deal with both extremes 
of patient care - from emergency 
to routine operations. 

The investment in the ongoing 
future of the llaslar site will allow 
this excellent level of training to 
continue with an increase in surgi¬ 
cal activity for all the military per¬ 
sonnel connected with the DTC'. 

Discussions continue between 
the MOD and local health author¬ 
ity over the future use of the 
I laslar site. 
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UK’S BIG FOUR 


M erlin helicopters have been 
training oft Plymouth for the 
first time with HMS Ark Royal. 
Aircraft from 814 Sqn, stationed at RN 
air station Culdrose in Cornwall, have baen 
refining skills and procedures during 
Operational Sea Training with the newly- 
refitted Portsmouth-based carrier as part 
of an intensive three-week training pack¬ 
age assessed by the Flag Officer Sea 
Training. 

Said 814 Sqn Commander Lt Cdr Steve 
Murray: The squadron has integrated 
very well with the ship’s company. This is 
the first time we have been on board - we 
feel it’s going very well and everyone here 
is highly motivated." 

Four Merlins and around 100 personnel 
supporting 814 Sqn were embarked. 

The ship’s CO, Capt David Snelson, 
noted that a pair of them dominated the 
FOST weekly war exercise. 

’’Merlin is a very capable aircraft," he 
said. "They are very good at getting data to 


us from vast areas of sea. so H makes it a 
lot easier to find out what's happening 
around the ship and to defend ourselves. 

This sea training period is a vital part of 
our preparation - and FOST is one of the 
jewels in the Navy's crown. One of the rea¬ 
sons why the Royal Navy succeeds in 
whatever operations it is asked to do is the 
quality of sea training it receives 

The Ark was to be put through her paces 
in the South Coast Exercise Areas fol¬ 
lowed by a training programme in the 
North Sea when RN FA2 and RAF GR7 
Harriers will join 814 Sqn to integrate the 
fixed wing aircraft with the helicopters. 

• IN WITH THE NEW (left): Merlin heli¬ 
copters from 814 Nay a! Air Squadron 
embark onto HMS Ark Royal for the first 
time. 

• IN WITH THE OLD (below): A Sea 
King Mk IV, first in RN service in 1979 , 
lands on the Ark with the day's supply of 
FOST inspecting staff. 

Picture* - POtPHOT) Dm Coombs 


In safe 
hands 


FOR THE second year 
running HMS York has 
won the Hibernia Trophy 
for best performances 
by Upper Deck weapon 
crews. 

During a visit to the 
Type 42 destroyer. 
Deputy Flag Olficer 
Surface Flotilla Cdre 
Roger Alnslie is seen 
handing it over to PO(M) 
Dady as Commanding 
Officer Cdr Richard 
Powell and Principal 
Warfare Officer Lt Cdr 
Paul Beattie look on. 

The York is currently 
deployed as part of 
Operation Oracle, the 
RN Task Group support¬ 
ing operations against 
international terrorism 
in the Indian Ocean. 


Museums take 
a look back at 
the Falklands 


A DAY-LONG retrospective on Naval aspects of the Falklands 
conflict will be held at the Royal Naval Museum, Portsmouth on 
April 13. 


Chaired by Capt Pfctcr More, 
formerly Head of Defence Studies, 
Royal avy, the sessions will open 
with the historical perspective set 
by I t (’dr W J. R. Gardner of the 
blaval Historical Branch. 

Maj Gen Julian Thompson and 
(apt Michael Clapp, respectively 
Commander 3 Cdo tide and 
C ommander Falklands Amphib¬ 
ious l.isk Group in 19K2, will 
explore the command perspective 
while Cdr Jeff Tall. Director of the 
RN Submarine Museum looks lo 
I he role of the Submarine Control 
Team. 


A discussion on the experience 
of war will be led by Dr t line 
Howard Bailey, Keeper of 
Collections and Head of Oral 
History at the RN Museum and 
the day will end with a reception at 
the Royal Marines Museum, 
Eastncy. 

Tickctpriccs arc £35. rated to 
£25 for Seniors, serving RN per¬ 
sonnel, full time students and vet- 
e rails ol the South Atlantic 
Campaign. 

Contact Tfcvor Carpenter on 
(123 9272 7583 for further details. 



READY FOR ANYTHING? 


SO’S OUR 


BREAKDOWN 


COVER. 


These days, you’re everywhere. On deployment on 
holiday, or just on ihe way home Trouble is. your 
breakdown company can’t keep up. 

With Breakdown Plus from Affinitas, it’s a different 
story. We use Europ Assistance, the biggest breakdown 
support network in Europe You get everything from 
roadside repair to a replacement vehicle. Anywhere from 
Aberdeen to Ankara And because your call is always 
taken in the UK. there’s never a language problem. 

You’ll find the rates very competitive, too. So call for a 
quote now - at least you won t have to go anywhere 



0800 3161 317 

+44 1206 393 777 
www.affinitas.com 


affinitas 

looking out for you 
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News in brief 


FREE MEMBERSHIP TO SERVING PERSONNEL AND RESERVES 


Sultan smiles 


HMS SULTAN’S Summer 
Show provided £2,200 to 
buy a pneumatic bed lor 
Sultan ward at Gosport's 
War Memonal Hospital. 

The bed automatically 
adjusts the pressure in its 
three sections, moving the 
patient and preventing 
pressure ulcers. 

The 2001 Summer Show 
garnered £14,000 for vari¬ 
ous local and Naval chari¬ 
ties. This year’s show is 
planned for June 29-30. 

• Cdre Peter Kidner, CO of 
HMS Suttan f with staff from 
the hospital and HMS 
Sultan visit patient 
Margaret Mitchell on her 
new bed. 


• Close to Marble Arch and Oxford Street 

• Affordable room rates 
• Choice of restaurants and bars 
• Concessionary NCP Car Park rates 

• Function rooms for dinners, receptions, 

reunions and private parties 


Ik- Victory Services Club, 

63/79 Seymour Street, 

London W2 2HF 

Tel +44 (0)20 7723 4474 
Fax: +44 (0)20 7724 1134 

e-mail: info@vsc.co.uk the victory services ciur 


Frigates' care 
keeps life sweet 
for young and old 


TWO OF the Navy's frigates have put their hearts into helping 
both young and old. Dcvonport-based HMS Campbeltown has 
turned its attention to the children at a Plymouth hospital, and 
Portsmouth's HMS Richmond has been helping cx-Scrvicc men 
and women. 


The recently adopted mess char¬ 
ity for Type 22 HMS Campbeltown 
is the Woodcock Ward at 
Plymouth's Dcrriford Hospital, 
caring for children from newborn 
to If* years old for a range of con¬ 
ditions including cancer and burns. 

The £450 collected through a 
quiz, night, darts competition, 
spaceship race evening and a for¬ 
eign coin appeal will co to buy toys 
and games lo make the ward a fun 
environment for the young 
patients and their families. 

Sailors from HMS Richmond 
were welcomed by residents and 
staff at The Royal Star and Garter 
Home. HMS Richmond has kept 
up steady support to the Home 
since she entered service in 1995. 
and on this visit she handed over a 
cheque for £400. 

At baseport in Portsmouth, crew 
members visit the Home to spend 
time with the residents, and while 
.ivs .it sc.i use their spare time to 
keep the coffers filled. 

The type 23 is one of the many 
ships that has responded lo the 
Home’s unique moncyraising ini¬ 
tiative, the Odyssey Ti mesh ip - an 
archive of Forces history. Anyone 
across the UK who has wartime 
memories can record their experi¬ 
ences in a time capsule to Ik pre¬ 
served at the Imperial War 
Museum for the next 100 years. 


London's streets 
paved in gold 

EVERYONE'S out for your cash! 
The Navy, veteran organisations 
and civil servants are all out to 
help with the liindon marathon. 

Among the many people con¬ 
nected with the Royal Navy in the 
2002 marathon, there arc l.PT 
Dcjiio Scales and PO l>avc 
Morlcv from the Defence Diving 
School who have taken on a typi 
cally challenging task - weighed 
down with 4(Hb in full combat gear 
and hoots. They are seeking over 
£1.600 for KIDS of Farcham 

David Hodgins, whose father 
belongs to the HMS Consort 
Association, is the sole runner for 
ihc Not Forgotten Association 
(hat helps disabled cx-Scrvicc men 
and women. litis is David’s third 
London marathon, but the first 
lime he has run to raise cash for 
charity. 

The British Legion is well rep¬ 
resented with 84 runners. Rear 
Admiral Richard C'obhold and 
Guy Boswell of Second Sea Lord's 
press office will he among Hi 
Ictes pounding Ixmdon s streets 
for the Ixreion. Fifty-nine year old 
Admiral Cohbold is also taking up 
the challenge of the Copenhagen 
Marathon just over a month later. 


■ HMS NELSON'S hardwork¬ 
ing PT staff keep on finding 
ways to help the Alton 3 
Children's ward at St Mary's 
Hospital. 

The latest efforts concen¬ 
trated round a celebrity foot¬ 
ball match on March 3 at 
Victory Stadium. The Nelson 
team beat their celebrity chal¬ 
lengers, the Media XI, by 5 - 3. 

A charity auction followed 
the game. 

In total, £350 was banked. 

■ THE WARRANT Officers 
and Senior Rates Mess ut 
HMS Collingwood challenged 
Portsmouth Ftxithall club to a 
charity golf game 

The match took place at 
Southwick Golf Course on a wet 
and windy day. and the Navy k*»! 
to the footballers by 2M to IK. 

Over £80 went to the BBC 
Children in Need appeal for 2D02. 

■ OVER a quarter of a million 
viewers in the Meridian region 
tuned in to watch the St 
Dunstans TV programme at 
the end of January. 

The six-part series followed 
the challenges and valuable 
work at the UK's leading cen¬ 
tre for visually impaired ex- 
Service men and women. 

One staff member is ex- 
Royal Marine Martin Shail, a St 
Dunstaner himself. He is now 
the welcome face at the 
Ovingdean centre. 

■ THE BRITISH Legion is send¬ 
ing one of its |Koplc to sea - in a 
pcdallo! Paul Ticker, the county 
field officer for Essex, is setting off 
from Dover seafront on Friday. 
May 24. to pedal the 24 miles to 
( 

If he succeeds he will he a new 
Gu in ness World Reeord holder, 
and each spin of the pedals will 
help boost the cash balance of the 
Poppy Appeal, which funds the 
Legion's welfare work in the UK. 

■ BARRY Taylor at HMS 
Nelson's Dental Department is 
looking to win money with the 
dogs for the local Sarah Duffen 
Centre for Down Syndrome. 

Individuals can sponsor a 
dog or a race on Saturday. 
June 15 at Portsmouth, with 
complimentary tickets avail¬ 
able for supporters. Contact 
Barry on 9380 24155. 

■ THE ROYAL National 
lifeboat Institution is looking for 
teams to take part in two summer 
events. 

On Sunday. June 16, the 
Whitewater Rafting Experience 
seeks teams of 4-7 adventurous 
people, and each must raise £100. 

In late summer on September 
21. fun and games arc combined 
with lock C limbing. bt.uli 
Olympic s * and a barbecue 

For a free informalkm pack, 
call: 029 2045 6999 or e-mail: 
tdavicsCn mli.org.uk. 

■ THE BRITISH & International 
Sailors' Society (BISS) is look¬ 
ing for six-a-slde football 
teams to compete in a football 
tournament in Portsmouth on 
Sunday. April 28. 

BISS is the oldest Seafarers' 
charity of its kind, and offers 
essential relief in emergencies 
for seafarers and their families. 
Contact Events: 023 8033 7333. 


• SENIOR Upper Yardsmen from Hawke and Jellicoe Divisions at 
Britannia Royal Naval College ran a night at the BRNC races. 

British and international students saw an unconventional race 
night with dice-throwing jockeys, a carpeted racecourse and ply¬ 
wood horses. As a result, the charity fund was bolstered by £291. 

Pictured are the main organisers: S/Lts Steve Keogh, Al 
Nekrews, Tom Sheehan, Jason Marshall. Steve Crosland and 
Robbie Way. 


• MEM Paul Wilkie raises £1,670 for the Felstead School in Sunderland by shedding SOtbs himself. 

Pk turn LA Phot Angm Peorve 


Picture. LA Ptiot Adnen Hughes 


Lose pounds to 


BY shedding 30 pounds in 
weight. Marine Engineering 
Mechanic Paul Wilkie man¬ 
aged to gain over a thousand 
pounds for a Sunderland 
school. 


He handed over a cheque for 
£1.670.70 to children at 
Felstead School on a recent 
visit to HMS Ocean’s affiliated 
city. 

The buoty from his sponsored 
diet was particularly impressive - 
as no one had expected him to lose 
quite that much weight! 

HMS Ocean's Commanding 
Officer. Captain Adrian Johns also 
gave the school a presentation set 
of sports strips. In turn, he 
received a distinctive Sunderland 
football shin 

Captain Johns took the chance 


to field questions from youngsters 
aged between 13 and 18 at the spe¬ 
cial needs school. 

He tackled challenging Ques¬ 
tions for any commanding officer 
including: “Who homes most peo¬ 
ple around?" and “Who shouts the 
loudest?” 

The various nicknames of the 
ship's company greatly amused the 
children, particularly those Naval 
standards of Bish. Clubs, Snaps. 
Chippy. Dusty and Dixie. 

The helicopter carrier designed 
for amphibious warfare set off in 
mid-February for a six-month 
deployment to the Gulf region. 


make pounds 
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Helnina Hands 





Pulling power 


YOU MAY remember 
in our December 
issue the tale of HMS 
Coventry's dedicated 
f rower. Master At 
Arms David Harris. 

David is now a 
proud world record- 
holder for 24-hour 
non-stop rowing. 

Seated on his 
trusty rowing 
machine, David is 
shown handing over 
£3,157 to the 
Plymouth branch of 
the British Heart 
Foundation. 

This means 
through marathon¬ 
running, mammoth¬ 
rowing and huge 
determination, David 
has pulled together 
over £6,000 for the 
charity. 


TAKE the great-hearted 
Scottish capital of 
Edinburgh, add a proud son 
of the city on the shin of 
that name, then add drive 
and determination to make 
life better for children in 
hospital. 

what do you get? Over 
£12.000 from the generous 
souls of Scotland's capital city 
for children's charity. Radio 
Lollipop. 

When the members of the Type 
42\ 2S (Hon) Mess decided over a 
beer on the way hack from their 
six-month South Atlantic deploy¬ 
ment to organise a charity event, 
they weren I really thinking about 
walking 4nt) miles and raising more 
than £12400. 

Three months later, a ten-man 
team (or rather a nine-man and 
one-woman team) supported by 
volunteers from Radio Lollipop in 
Edinburgh did just (hat. 

The mother of LSA Ian Wynn, 
mess member and an Edinburgh 
man. isThistce for Radio Lollipop, 
Edinburgh. As Ian set off to the 
ship in mid-2001. his mother 
Jennifer had asked: "Do you think 
the ship n.ight dn invihing for 
Radio Lollipop?'* Ian's reply: 
M llold on, mum. Let me join the 
ship first." 

Jennifer recalls: "lt was just a 
throw-away line originally. But 
goodness me, they were absi>lutcly 
incredible." 

The gang walked the distance 
from Portsmouth to Edinburgh 
around the Scottish capital city to 
raise money for the radio chanty. 

They set off from the Royal Sick 


Eddie s lads step 
into city's heart 


• Sailors from HMS Edinburgh calibrate the start (below} 
charity walk around the city for Radio Lollipop. 

Children’s Hospital on February Y 
walking ten-mile stints, with a sup¬ 
port driver on hand to provide 
food, first aid and the all-impor¬ 
tant balloons! 

Ilien in the afternoons the ten- 
man team patrolled the streets of 
Edinburgh in hest uniform collect¬ 
ing money from all and sundry, 
including a particularly fine effort 
from Leading Steward Jeff 
Jefford that will go down in 
Edinburgh history - he convinced a 
street beggar to 
chip in seven pence! 

Their ship. HMS 
Edinburgh, arrived 
in her affiliated city 
on February 13, and 
welcomed groups of 
children from the 
hospital for a ship 
(our and a special 


pirates tea party. 

The walk fin¬ 
ished a couple 
nl il.iw later 
it I dmhurgh’s 
C astle Esplanade at 
the top of the Rirval 
Mile. 

Local school¬ 
children surround 
ed the wiBbMi 
cheering them on 
through the final 
stages. 

The learn was 

r cctcd by Headley 
inn. National 
Chairman of Radio 
Lollipop. Cdrc 
Angus Sandford, 


the Naval Regional Officer for 
Scotland and their Commanding 
Officer. Cdr Guy Robinson. 

Cdr Robinson praised the team 
for all their efforts on behalf of 
Radio I ollipop and HMS 
Edinburgh: "As (heir commanding 
officer I salute them: as a father I 
thank them on behalf of all parents 
in the Edinburgh area." 

Jennifer, the proud Scottish 
mother, stood at the top of the hill 
with the waiting crowd to meet the 
walkers. 

She recalls: "To sec them com- 
thc Ron.iI Mile, il Mill brings 
a tear to my eye. Just incredible. 

Lt Ellie Hall, the sole trekking 
female, explained what the team 
had gained from the experience: 
"Some sore feel and a couple of 
colds after a particularly heavy 
downfall. 

"But most importantly we all 
walked away feeling proud to have 
been part of this, and to have con¬ 
tributed Mime thing to making the 
lives of sick children and their fam¬ 
ilies in I dmburgh a little hn 

The hard-working walkers were: 
LSA Ian Wynn. EStd Jeff Jefford. 
HOCA Smudge* Smith. Chef 
Wavnc Chisholm. SA Jeff* Hirst, 
MEM Alex Paxton. Lt Ellie Hall. 
ESA Pas Parish. S/Lt Martvn 
Emerson and S/Lt Mike Puffin. 

Ian s mum. Jennifer said proud- 
I he\ were tronu-iuUuiN 
Brilliant ambassadors for the 
Royal Navy." 

She added: "And my goodness, 
the people of Edinburgh now know 
what Radio lollipop is." 


and end of their 460-mile 

Picture LA Phot G flnxt 

Radio Lollipop is a charitable 
organisation that runs radio sta¬ 
tions in seven children’s hospitals 
around the UK. 


SUBMARINERS from 
HMS Tireless set out 
on a sponsored cyle 
nde from Devonport 
to gather more than 
£1,000 for the Myton 
Hospice in Rugby. 

The eight-man 
team, led by Lt 
Gareth Marjoram, 
covered 220 miles in 
three days. 

The cyclists con¬ 
fessed: "Most of us 
are using our own 
bikes, but that 
doesn’t mean we 
are any good. 

“We have one 
decent cyclist 
amongst us, CPO 
Charlie Gaskell, who 
rides for the Navy." 


NOW WE COVER 


YOUR LITTLE 


SOLDIERS. 


Ever phoned for a health or life insurance quote? 
Tell them you're in the Services and they get jumpy. 
Or expensive. So covering your family can be tough. 


Brightening up 
Northwood staff 

THERE'S nothing quite like a charity raffle to gel people's minds 
away from the recent glum weather. 

At least, that was the thought of Leading Writer Karen Martin who 
inspired NATO’s staff at their Northwood Headquarters in Middlesex to 
out their money behind the Centre for Cancer TVeatment at Mount 
Vernon Hospital. 

Local retail traders showed great generosity, donating an abundance of 
prizes, including complimentary tickets for catamaran cruises on the 
Thames, a BBC' backstage tour, a scenic excursion at Kew Botanical 
Gardens, gift vouchers and even a chance to play wargames with paint- 
halK for the more adventurous 

Karen s drive and enthusiasm has yielded £543.59 for the hospital. 

Margaret Sullivan, the General Manager for Cancer Services, said: 
"We were delighted to hear that Karen had raised this fantastic amount 
in her latest work for cancer charity. We will be putting the money 
towards the costs of funding equipment in our new ward.” 

• Leading Writer Karen Martin with Margaret Sullwan of the 
Mount Vernon Centre for Cancer Treatment. Pictunt NATOEtmnt 



Until now. We’ve joined up with AFFAS. the Armed 
Forces Financial Advisory Services, to offer you a wide 
range of products that'll protect you and your family. 

Like us, AFFAS builds policies to suit Services life. 

Such as private health care that’s sensibly priced And 
term life assurance that even refunds half your premiums 
at the policy’s end - just when you need it most 

To find out more, or to get a quote, call us now 
We ll be looking out for you - and yours. 


0800 243 592 

www.affinitas.com 

A HAS Ltd • a ow*wd UK aubudevy of Aftatae lid. m rotawd «i tanm (na7WZ!) AfltoUi « « member c 4 be Gener* tewuranor Stand** Com* 
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Options _ _ _ 

ice-breaker in 
Buenos Aires 



•♦♦111# 


• Lt Stewart Me Michael plays the bagpipes during Sunset. 

Picturm PO Phot Cfira Bnc* 


T HE RESIDENT bag¬ 
piper, Li Stewart 
McMichacI, piped 
II MS Endurance into 
Buenos Aires, as her sailors 
lined the deck in formal 
tropical uniform. 

Uk fee Ptfrol Vcmd iu>t 
visited Argentina's capital in 
1997, encouraged i» the 
unique nature of Endurance's 
role and the shared interest 
with Argentina in ihe future of 
AntavcDOL 

Buenos Aires has recently 
become the permanent location 
for the Antarctic TYeuty 
Secretariat, This I%1 Treat) safe¬ 
guards Antarctica for the benefit 
and future of mankind, and is rati¬ 
fied by 44 of the world’s nations. 

Both the UK and Argentina 
conduct serious scientific pro* 
grammes of study on the area, and 
are two of the 27 signatories with 
consultative or voting status. 

The British Ambassador 
to Argentina, Sir Robin 
Christopher, described 
Endurance's presence in 
Buenos Aires as an impor¬ 
tant contribution to rela¬ 
tions between the two 
countries. 

The ice ship threw «mcn her 
doors to visitors - over 400 people 
crowded on hoard in three hours. 

Senior representatives of the 
Argentine Ministrv of Foreign 
Affairs, Ministry of Defence and 
Antarctic Institute also visited the* 


Incorporated by the 
Royal Charter 



Roy 


THE 


ML 

ASSOCIATION 



Patron: HER MAJESTY THE QUEEN 

Once Navy, Always Navy 

Reg. Char. 266982 

The Royal Naval Association believes firmly that “welfare is not 
only money”. It offers a broad range of support to people with a 
Royal Navy connection. We are all of one company’ in helping 
the disabled, looking after the needy, cheering up the distressed, 
maintaining naval traditions, supporting naval cadets, enjoying 
social activities and re-uniting shipmates. The 500 branches in 
the UK and abroad offer an instant ‘network’ of local knowledge 
and opportunities to shipmates going to live in a new place or 
starting a new career. 

The association is for all serving and former officers, men and 
women of the Royal Navy, Royal Marines, WRNS and QARNNS 
and their reserves. 

For details of RNA membership, please complete the slip below. 


NAME:. 

ADDRESS: . 

.Postcode. 

SEND TO: THE GENERAL SECRETARY. ROYAL NAVAL ASSOCIATION 
82, CHELSEA MANOR STREET. LONDON. SW3 5QJ 


SEA AIR FOR LANDLOCKED PUPILS 


\ 



Royal Navy ship for an Antarctic 
seminar. 

Captain Ian Moncricff. 
Commanding Officer of HMS 
Endurance, gave a presentation - 
with a simultaneous translation for 
the Spanish speakers - about the 
work and mission of HMS 
Endurance. 

llic ship’s piper Lt McMichacI, 
in his real jots Inc Lynx Observer, 
was called into play again at an 
evening reception on board. 

A symbol of mutual respect, the 
British Ambassador and senior 
Argentine Naval officer took the 
ceremonial salute at sunset to the 
strains of the Scottish bagpipes. 

The great success of this 
stopover paves the way for 
future visits as the relation¬ 
ship between the UK and 
Argentina further develops 
20 years after the Falklands 
War. 


Endurance has now returned to 
the Antarctic for a further work 
period in the frozen South. Hie 
6.500 ton icc-hrcakcr is capable of 
breaking through first year ice al a 
thickness of I'/ metres* She spends 
nootki «>f the year in to 
vital Antarctic role. 

This one ship fulfils ihc needs of 
the foreign and Commonwealth 
Office on sovereignty and inspec¬ 
tion matters, supports the scien¬ 
tists of the British Antarctic Survey 
and carries out surveying work for 
the UK Hydrographic Office. 

As tourism has increased 
m the polar region, this sur¬ 
vey work is invaluable for 
the safety of the passenger 
cruise ships crossing these 
difficult waters. 

HMS Endurance provides a reg¬ 
ular link between the UK and our 
Atlantic Ocean dependencies as 
well as taking part in visits to South 
America and South Africa. 

Her comprehensive capabilities 
include two Lynx helicopters, 
seven boats including two special¬ 
ist survey motor boats, a diving 
team, a Royal Marine detachment, 
surveying and photographic spe¬ 
cialists, and a massive hold for con¬ 
tainers and vehicles. 


• Ashgar Zaman and Fuhad Parvez, students at Smalt Heath 
School, on board HMS Exploit. 


Ashgar and 
friends enjoy 
day at sea 


TWENTY Year 11 and 
Sixth-form pupils from 
land-locked Small Heath 
School in Birmingham 
and their teacher Lucy 
Farmer exchanged black¬ 
boards for Fast Patrol 
Boats when they spent a 
day at sea with HMS 
Exploit in Portsmouth. 

The teenagers won their 
day out at Portsmouth Naval 
Base when they competed in 
a competition organised by 
the Royal Navy's Diversity 
Action Team at HMS 
Forward. 

The students were taken 
on a thrilling ride from 
Portsmouth on board the 
P2000. 

The Birmingham locals 
were surpised to learn that 
their commanding officer 
was another Birmingham lad 
- Lt Matt Webb from 
Northfield in Birmingham. 

Lt Webb commented: “The 


Royal Navy has little visible 
presence for Midlanders. 

“This visit to Portsmouth 
has given pupils from Small 
Heath School the chance to 
get on a warship, to see what 
the Navy does and the 
careers on offer." 

The Small Heath pupils 
also went on to visit Action 
Stations, the new interactive 


attraction in Portsmouth 
Historic Dockyard. 

There they practised wall- 
^Himbing and suffered the 


ups-and-downs of a motion 
simulator for a white-knuck¬ 
le trip in a rigid raider boat 
with the Royal Marines. 

They also experienced 
‘flights’ on a Sea Hamer and 
Lynx helicopter. 

Action Stations also chal¬ 
lenged the pupils to see if 
they were ‘officer material' 
by pitting their wits against 
the best in the Royal Navy 
and Royal Marines in the 
interactive exhibition where 
you “join the Navy for the day 
and become a member of 
the ship's company of a 
modem warship”. 

Lt Andy Jaini is the team 
leader of the Diversity Action 
Team based in Birmingham 
who organised the prize day 
out. He said: “The Royal 
Navy is very keen to make 
everyone aware of the wide 
range of career opportuni¬ 
ties available in today's Navy. 

“I was very pleased to 
arrange this opportunity for 
pupils and their teachers to 
get a taste of life at sea and 
to find out more about 
careers in the Royal Navy 
and Royal Marines.’' 

One of the students, 16- 
year-old Ashgar Zaman said: 
“We had fun all day. This was 
a really good experience. 

“It has shown us what 
Navy life is like and how the 
Royal Navy protects our 
country. The best bit of the 
day for me was the ride on 
HMS Exploit." 


Spartan 
welcomed 
home 

AFTER a complete two-year over¬ 
haul. HMS Spartan has returned to 
the submarine fleet with the addi¬ 
tion of the Tomahawk Land Attack 
Cruise Missile and the Spearfish 
Torpedo System. 

The rededication ceremony took 
place at HMS Caledonia, attended 
by Admiral Sir Raymond Lygo, 
husband of the ship's sponsor, 
along with other senior Naval offi¬ 
cers and ship affiliates. 

The TS Severn Sea Cadets who 
watched the parade were reward¬ 
ed for braving the cold on the 
Sunday when they were given a 
special guided tour around the 
submarine. • Admiral Sir Raymond Lygo at HMS Spanan*s rededication. 






































NAVY NEWS. APRIL 2002 19 


news.co.uk 


°P tions | 

-h Drafty 


Where would 
we be without 
our Reservists? 


THE WAR Drafting Control 
Office (WDCO) in the Naval 
Drafting Directorate, sited in 
Centurion Building. Gosport, has a 
number of functions, hut the 
busiest one nowadays tends to he 
managing Full Time Reserve 
Sen ice (FTRS) for ratings. 

Ill is Drafty'x Comer article gen¬ 
erally concentrates on that scheme. 

FREQUENTLY ASKED 
QUESTIONS ABOUT FTRS 
FOR RATINGS 

What is the FTRS Scheme? 

The FTRS scheme, applicable to 
officers as well, enables 
ratings other ranks »>| the 
RFR(NC) and the RNR or RMR 
to volunteer to fill gapped service 
billets. 

It involves drawing up a legal 
commitment fooStTICt) I wl i WI 
the MOD and the reservist, to fill a 
specific gapped billet for an agreed 
period of time. 

By mid-February 2002. the rat¬ 
ing total on FTR$ had grown to 
4KK, over 50 per cent being Senior 
Rates, and with females making up 
DBM I' 20 pa tent a! the OVWIIfl 


total. bO per cent are ex-regular 
and 40 per cent RNR. 

Do I have to be a Reservist to 
do FTRS? 

Yes. However, if you are an ex-reg¬ 
ular rating and were not enrolled 
inlo. or arc no longer in. Ibe 
Reserve, you can probably be 
enrolled if a suitable billet is avail¬ 
able. 

Thai also includes ex-Wrens who 
were released with no reserve lia- 
I'll n v 

Vou can also apply in advance of 
reaching your Active Service TX 
date, sometimes for the very billet 
you arc occupying. 

How can I find out about the 
scheme? 

If you're in the RNR, your Reserve 
Training Centre will have all die 
details, but if you’re Active Service 
or an c.vRegular Reserve, a com¬ 
prehensive Information/Applica- 
lion pack is available through: 

• WDCO section (Centurion exl 
24*5 or 2252) 

• Establishment Release Offices 

• Regional Drafting & Careers 
Adviser (RIX'A) offices at 
Portsmouth. Dcvonporl. Faslanc. 


Ycnvilinn and Culdrose. 

Is the scheme pensionable? 
Yes. as long as you complete two 
years FTRS service, which can he 
aggregated if necessary. 

How do I apply? 

RNR ratings must apply through 
Iheir Reserve Training Centre but. 
it \ou re .m ex-Regular rating, you 
would normally apply on an 
RFR(NC) FTRS Employment 
Preference Form which is included 
in the FTRS Information pack 
mentioned above. 

What if I was medically down¬ 
graded at Release? 

Acceptance for FTRS in levs than 
Mcdcat P2 can exceptionally he 
approved by Medical Director 
General (Navy). 

Are there billets lor sub¬ 
mariners? 

Yes and. in particular, refitting sub¬ 
marines in bevonport now provide 
ideal opportunities for long-term 
FTRS engagements, particularly 
fo r tech nical rales. 

FTRS ratings could he trans¬ 
ferred from boat to boat, as refits 
complete and commence. 

Anyone interested should con* 



*Up that horrible creek without a paddle /* 


tael Centurion lixt 2IM.V2IM2. 

What about Establishment or 
Base Security billets? 

There arc normally many opportu¬ 
nities for FTRS in these billets and 
they arc ideally suited for some, 
with generous leave and the knowl¬ 
edge of exactly whal periods you 
are likely lo he off. 

The manning of these billets will 
eventually be met by the Military 
Provost Guard Service (MPGS). 
which has been with the Army for 
four years and is soon to he extend¬ 
ed to* cover the Navy. 

Transition of such billets to the 
MPGS will be starling later this 
year, hut is likely to he gradual. 

While there is no connection 
between FTRS and the MPGS. it is 
expected that, in particular. FTRS 
IWn k P mrirnik scrviru! m 
Security billets will stand an cxcel- 
lrill cfcpttPC <*l bdM recruited into 
the MPGS. but it is expected that 


more information will be made 
widely available soon. 

Can I apply for a shore job with 
the certainty that there is no 
chance of being required to 
help out with exercises, for 
example? 

Yes, you could opt for other lhan a 
Full Commitment if you wished 
hut there would he an attendant 
reduction in X-factor and certain 
entitlements. 

The Information pack provides 
all the details. 

Will I qualify for Specialist Pay 
whilst on FTRS? 

Yes, as long as the billet you occu¬ 
py is denoted as the appropriate SP 
on the Scheme of Complement 

THE TEAM 

The WDCO staff (phone 1123 9270 
•F ext, or Mil (93K44) -I- ext) arc : 

WDCO and Registrar of 


Reserves: 

Lt Cdr Nigel Parry: ext 2384 

Assistant WDCO/Office 

Manager 

POWWTR TYaccy Newell: exl 
2105 

(thrh POWTR John Grange in 
June 02) 

Office Writer 

WWTR Claire WlhxI: exl 24K5 

Reserves Administration 
RN/RM Pensioners: 

Mrs Pauline Bennett: ext 2046 

RN/RM RFR (A - K): 

Mrs Jayne Attcwcll: exl 2253 

RN/RM RFR (L - Z): 

Mrs Gail Brookcr; exl 2199 

FTRS Desk: 

Mrs Kim Edwards: ext 2252 


DOES THE INLAND REVENUE 
03 ! OWE YOU MONEY? 

As a number of our clients are in the Services, it has become apparent that large numbers of personnel are totally unaware that they are entitled to a TAX REBATE. One of the 
reasons is that personnel are taxed at source and therefore there is an assumption that tax refunds are not applicable to them. Following negotiations with the INLAND 
REVENUE, ECLIPSE (N.W.) Management Consultants Ltd, who specialise in motor mileage (RN C30) tax rebates for the Armed Fortes, have put in place procedures for 
making all future claims. These procedures will ensure that all bona fide claims arc dealt with quickly and efficiently and that repayments are issued without delay. 



WHAT IS A BONA FIDE TAX CLAIM? 


To qualify for a rebate the claimant must have used his or her own vehicle for BUSINESS PURPOSES and Records must 
he kept of the date of the journey, the number of miles travelled and the reason for the trip. 

BUSINESS JOJiflNKr: A 

Members of the armed forces arc paid for all duty mileage, hut this docs not necessarily equate to BUSINESS mileage in 
the eyes of the Inland Revenue II is INCORRECT lOA.ssi Ml FUAT All DUTYMILEAGE WILL QUALIFY AS 
BUSINESS MILEAGE FOR REPAYMENT PURPOSES. 

WHAT YOU CAN CLAIM 

Are you a trainer or an instructor? If so, ihen a claim canpr made in respect of its to tr lining centres or educational 
establishments to attend courses relevant to your field of expertise. 


Have you travelled to other local ions/baifB fora temporary 
to repair equipment or for some other task of limited ikiration. 




Home to duty travel 

Visits to Doctors, ConsuIrtTfifk. 
Home address to a “NEW POST 




xample lx asked to visit another I 


w 


sou been oo a short posting of up to 2 years? Postings 
unless it is defined at the outset asji ‘SHORT POSTING" Provided that you have writi 
permanent posting hut a SHORT w&STINQ" of less than 24 months then^^^^T 

WHAT VOU CANNOT CLA1 

Journeys ihf!?*Han>rdinary con 
mileage. TJhis means that for in 


kS of the duration 

that it is mil a 


to he private mileage and therefore do not qualify as BUSINESS 
fies ,jll mileage relating to the following: 


tings are considered to he permanent regardless of the 


duration unless it is defined at the outset as a “SHORT POSTING". 

If you are not a trainer or a lecturer, any visits to training centres or educational establishments to attend courses 
Any private travel 


IF YOUR MILEAGE CONFORMS TO THE ABOVE 
RULES, A CLAIM CAN THEN BE PREPARED!!! Vt 
ECLIPSE (N.W.) MANAGEMENT CONSULTANTS 
LIMITED are so confident that a Tax Rehate can be 
secured, we offer this service to all Armed Forces 
personnel on a NO RE6ATE/NQ FEE BASIS . 

FOR AN APPUCATION. SIMPLY FILL IN THE DETAILS 
BELOW AND SEND TO: 

EC LIPS I . NAN ) 

MANAGEMENT CONSULTANTS LTD. 

SUITE 4-5,5 WHITE ST, 

WIGAN. 

WN5 KJW 

OR CAIJ THE OFFICE AND SPEAK TO JOAN ON: 

TEL: 01942 224937 
FAX: 01942 217579 


PCR CLAIM (NAVY) 

Name and address:.. 


Telephone Number:.... 

d A TrattnQ O*e» Soft* 4 S 5 Stm* Pwrtarton Wigan LaneMhaa WNS (UW 
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Merlin graces NATO exercise 


Tax Free 
or with 
UK 

Military 


For your free information pack on how to purchase a 
new Peugeot at special concession tax free and tax paid prices. 
Call Colin Clubley 

Sales Hotline: 01980 653434 
Fax: 01980 654256 


www.peugeotmilitarysales.co.uk 


MILITARY SALES 


Look no further than Natocars! 

Call 01278 455555 today for your 
FREE Natocars' Buying Guide 
with Special Military Prices on over 1500 new cars 

KNATOCARS 

m r~ /VfXr n» Omr A cw/w* 

^ c ©3 o Ji. © © © 


an? 


UK HQ Wyids Rood • Bridgwater • Somerset • TA6 48H 
fei 01278 455555 we ll coll you bock 
Fax: 01278 450396 • www.notocors.co.uk 
E-moil: soles&natocars co.uk (Please supply postal oddress) 


First sitting 

ELEVEN admirals - four still 
serving - were among the 150 or so 
guests at the inaugural combined 
Portobcllo and St Barbara 
Associations dinner, held at HMS 
I >r\.ul 

The Warfare Officers* dinners 
had always been held on alternate 
years at the School of Maritime 
Operations. 

Chief of the Defence Staff, 
Admiral Sir Michael Boyce 

? resided over the dinner, while 
imrs correspondent Libby Purvcs 
was the guest speaker. 


In the Military? 

Looking into a new car? 


The way ahead 


Royal salute 
used live 
ammunition 

AS PLANS for the Ouccn's 
Golden Jubilee gather pace, one 
reader of Navy Ne*’s was reminded 
of a Royal salute of 50 years ago 
using live ammunition. 

This piece of Naval history, 
marking the Queens accession, 
occurred in the icy waters off 
North Korea, according to Fred 
Hay hurst of 41 Independent 
Commando Association. 

Fred sent an account by Cdr 
W.S. Bracegirdle DSC** of the 
Royal Australian Navy, the 
( nmmanding Officer of destroyer 
HMAS Bataan in the early 1950s. 

The usual Royal salute is ot 21 
guns, but on the birth, accession 
and coronation of a sovereign, a 
salute of 62 guns is fired, tradition¬ 
ally using blank ammunition. 

So it was with some surprise 
that Cdr Bracegirdle received an 
order to fire a Royal Salute using 
4.7in high explosive ammunition. 

An Admiralty signal was sent in 
February 1952, instructing RN and 
Commonwealth ships on active 
service in the Korean War to fire a 
62 gun salute. 

Bataan, an Australian-built 
Tribal-class destroyer, was at 
anchor in the Yellow Sea just 
south of (he Otinamnoo river with 
two other ships. 11MS Mounts 
Bay. IIMN/S uaapo ukJ Bataan. 

TTic two Commonwealth com¬ 
manding officers were invited to 
the RN ship for a brief conference. 

The next day. following instruc¬ 
tions from Cant John Frewen of 
Mounts Bay (later Admiral Sir 
John Frewen), at 1100 the RN ship 
started firing 4in high explosive 
shells at communist batteries 
ashore at a rate of one a minute. 

On the 22nd minute Bataun 
look over with her 4.7in gun. and 
the New Zealand frigate look her 
turn from minute 43 to minute 62. 

“This firing of a Royal Salute 
using live ammunition mav have 
created a minor record as the first 
Naval unit in Queen Elizabeth It s 
reign to engage the enemy,** 
recalls Cdr Bracegirdle. 

A full version of Cdr 
Bracegirdle's recollections of 
patrols in the region, will appear 
on the A /aiy Nm* website. 


BOTH volumes of Admiralty 
Sailing Directions for the South 
China Sea area, recently published 
by the UK Hydrographic Office, 
have been significantly updated. 

NP30. in particular, features 
specially-commissioned colour 
photos of Hong Kong, one of the 
world's busiest container ports, 
and details of offshore oil and gas 
tomllartoM ia the Gulf off 
Ilia Hand and South China Sea. 


• Second Sea Lord Vice Admiral Sir Peter Spencer gets to grips with the new Navy News Cyber Deck 
computer terminals at the official opening of the facility at Action Stations in Portsmouth Historic 
Dockyard. The six terminals are linked to the Internet, giving visitors a chance to check the award- 
winning Navy News website and surf further in search of information. Around Admiral Spencer are 
his flag lieutenant, Lt John Palmer, the Lord Mayor of Portsmouth, Cllr Elaine Baker, and Hayley 
Parker, of King Richard School, Portsmouth, who undertook work experience at Navy News. 


A FRIGATE’S participation in a 
NATO exercise in the Baltic 
gave pilots the chance to show 
what the Navy's new helicopter 
is capable of. 

HMS Lancaster has been 
acting as a Type 23 test-bed for 
Merlins of 700M Naval Air 
Squadron since the autumn. 

Difficult operating conditions 
around Rockall were used to 

Top prize 
for video 

A DRAMATIC Royal Navy moti¬ 
vational training video has won a 
top international media award. 

Jacks Story, produced for the 
Navy’s Explosives and Trade 
Safety Group by Grusvenor 'TV. 
won a Gold Award at the 2002 
International Visual Communica¬ 
tion Association (IVCA) Awards. 

Defence Secretary Geoff Hewn 
said the award was welcome recog¬ 
nition of the RN's commitment to 
ensuring its people were among 
the host trained in the world. 

“We have been provided with 
an excellent training tool by a con¬ 
tractor who won the awn mi vs ion 
to produce the video in open com¬ 
petition.** said Mr Huun. 

“It is a tribute to how the pri¬ 
vate sector and Government can 
work together and achieve award¬ 
winning results.” 

Jack's Story aims to make sure 
young RN sailors who maintain 
and operate weapons systems 
never forget lives amid he at risk if 
they do not do their jobs properly. 

The video was filmed on board 
Type 23 frigate HMS Richmond at 
sea. and at HMS Collingwood. 


see how Merlin would cope, 
and the ship again had to battle 
with atrocious conditions in the 
New Year as she joined the 
Joint Maritime Course off 
Scotland as well as returning to 
Rockall. during which time a 
seriously-injured soldier was 
rescued. 

A working visit to Kiel in 
Germany preceded Exercise 
Strong Resolve, during which 
Merlin again proved her capa¬ 
bilities in a multi-national 
arena, on this occasion co¬ 
operating with a Swedish sub¬ 
marine and a Polish frigate. 

The helicopter was called on 
to assist in an accident during 
which two German sailors died. 

Sister ship HMS Norfolk and 
Type 22 frigate HMS 
Cumberland have also been 
involved in Strong Resolve, 
which at its peak covered 
around 40,000 Service person¬ 
nel from NATO and Partnership 
for Peace countries. 


Norfolk, pari of Standing 
Naval Force Atlantic (SNFL), 
visited the northern Norwegian 
port of Trondheim. 

The blizzard which met the 
NATO ships as they made a 
tricky transit of the fjord was in 
stark contrast to the sunny 
Mediterranean climate they 
had left only days earlier. 

A six-day stay in the port 
allowed Norfolk and her NATO 
sisters to prepare for the 
rigours of the exercise, and 
also to expenence life at the 
edge of the Arctic Circle in win¬ 
ter. 

Exercise Strong Resolve was 
conducted in the Baltic, the 
North and Norwegian Seas, as 
well as ashore in Poland and 
Scandinavian countries. 

As is usual, the exercise 
involved a work-up phase, then 
a mock conflict based on a ter¬ 
ritorial dispute. involving 
attacks in the air, on the sea 
and by submannes. 


is now Fie Id house Building, while 
Mason Building is now Moore 
Building, commemorating two of 
the most distinguished Battle Staff 
Commanders of the Falkland* 
War. Admiral Ficldhousc and 
General Moore. 

ITic creation of COMUKAM- 
PHIBFOR as the second, perma¬ 
nent staff is regarded as a signifi¬ 
cant enhancement, providing 
expertise on land and sea. 

Both staffs arc designed to com¬ 
mand national or allied combined 
or joint forces anywhere in the 
world, and through being co-locat- 
cd the spread and depth of warfare 


experience means the staffs can be 
tailored to provide the most appro¬ 
priate configuration to meet the 
demands of a particular scenario. 

The Battle Staff also recently 
welcomed a number of interna¬ 
tional naval officers. 

This is in preparation for the set¬ 
ting up of the first of the NATO 
Higher Readiness Force 
(Maritime) IIQ, which should he 
approved following successful 
completion of Exercise Joint 
Venture later this summer. 

■ Making history - page 23 


THE FIRST of a number of 
major moves under the banner 
of Fleet First has been com¬ 
pleted with the transfer of the 
UK Maritime Battle Staff from 


Portsmouth Naval Base to 
HMS Excellent. 

The new headquarters on Whale 
Island is home to both the 
Maritime Battle Staff, headed by 
Rear Admiral James Burncll- 
Nugent. and the Amphibious 
Battle Staff, which is led by Maj 
Gen Robert Fry as Commander 

( k Amphibious FbfCCI 

(COMUKAMPHIBFOR) 

The new Fleet Battle Staff HO is 
located in what was formerly the 
RN School ot leadership and 
Management. 

Both buildings have been 
renamed - Royal Arthur Building 


Options 


Student flags up Nottingham connection 


• Destroyer HMS 
Glasgow sails into the 
Firth of Clyde after paying 
a visit to her namesake 
city. The picture, by for¬ 
mer LS(R) Paul Wilson, 
was taken from Tower Hill 
in Gourock. 


A Kf Ql I SI in a Midlands 
newspaper has resulted in a new 
flag for HMS Nottingham 

Nottingham Chamber of 
Commerce and Industry issued a 
plea lor <t KAS flag design 
flown when a ship replenishes at 
sea (RAScs) - in the Norn fir ham 
hvrmnx h>st. 

The Chamber acted in the 
hope it could forge closer tiers 
with the ship; director of interna¬ 
tional trade Michael Broach said: 
“We wanted a design which 


would assert the character and 
identity of HMS Nottingham on 
the high seas." 

The request was answered by 
New College tutor Sandra 
Bartlett, and one of her graphic 
design students, 21-year-old 
Adam Ryan, came up with the 
image of Robin Flood as an 
aggressive-k>oking fox. which 
was judged the best by a panel 
which included the ship's 
Commanding Officer. Cdr 
Richard Farrington. 


Adam and four colleagues 
whose designs came a dose sec¬ 
ond were invited to join the ship 
for a few hours as she left 
Portsmouth at the start of a nine- 
month deployment which will 
take her to the Far East. 

Adam's design may also he 
painted on to the nose of the 
ship's Lynx helicopter. 

• Adam Ryan's design for 
HMS Nottingham's RAS flag. 

Ptclun Nottnjhsm EvmVng Post 


Fleet battle stall 


move to new HQ 
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Reunions 


I Calling Old Shipmates 


HMS BirTfirngfiam it is rtfonded lo haw a 

reurson of the ficsl Commasw, La 1976 
onwards, 4 (hero is support Anyone mteresl- 
od contact BoP Maddson. PM Groonaway. 
O Owen at HMS Coflmgwood tel 01329 
332601 or 332066 or 333168. or 033 9373 
3006 


April 


Ororgs Mormon serve d mth the RM 
Band on toe hospital ship SS Uganda during 
Vie Fafciands Contort He a orgarasna a 
bond reurvon m Apr#. hewig managed lo 
contact most ol Vie bond He would Me lo 
find LI Cdr Dsand Baker an anaostoefist with 
tie modtcol loom last known ai WnUnnUr 
Contact George on 01383 416728 or ema# 
george m 19S>70hotmai com 

FAA Armourers reurson in Ccsamiry. Apr# 
19*21 Detada Irom Mick Holdsworth on 
01237 832826 or bomOhoadBOopanel.com 
website hop / pages unnontree nat/ynjmpy/ 
HMS Iftustnoue Association a com- 
momorahng al Portland cemetery on Apr* 8, 
the loss ol 29 ol the ship s company 

hmrmocc* wm OR COiCnw ftom ra new 

Suonywy m Weymouth Contact the 
Secretary (Southern Branch). 71. fOngswood 
Ayr Bromley BR2 ONR. tel 020 8290 6775 
HMS Protector • umon al the Trecarne 
Hotel Babbacombe Torquay, tram Apr# 12- 
IS Al es Protectors welco m e Tel OM Bartlett 
on 01202 480767 or Harry Pinkerton on 
01492 874685. OT US 

www hmaprvlwctof.com 

HMS Warrior 1946 58 reunion Apr# IQ- 
21 al the Adapt* Hotel. Liverpool Al ex 
Warriors, wives/partners and dependants 
welco m e Contact John Carr. 01. Woshoy Rd. 
Adcocks (Ween. Birnwigham H?7 7UW tel 
0121 624 4964 email 

fcarrOwamofi ; tan* couk lor deteds 

May 


HMS Punjabi sunk May 1. 1942 There 
wfl be a meeting ol survivors, nest ol kin etc 
al tie War Memorial Plymouth Hoe. on May 
1 to commomoc a lo the 60th anniversary 
Knq George V Association and others con¬ 
cerned are welcome RSVP lo David 
Brovbroofc on 01992 583372 or Walter Jones 
on 01745 854756 

Stonehaven SCO A GNTC w« hold a 


served under U Cdr Alwi Machefl during hts 
period ol Command 1959-73 Further (totals 
Irom Wendy Chnebo on 01569 763726 or 
tf %tornhavansaac ad e ts 0h ntr rval com 
Survivors from HM Ships Foresight, 


1942. which ended m Via srtung ol HMS 
Edtoburgh Proposed reunion there is a 
cfuwrje of date end other (totals. contact 
Buck Taylor. 2. Regents Court. St Ednsjnd 
Rd Stertey. Soutoaopton S016 4RG. ML 
023 8049 8499 

HMS Sheffield (F elk tends 82) 20th 
reurson takas place in Jtesor Ralee Club. 
HMS Nelson. Portsmouth on May 4 Cabaret 
s Jen Davidson £15 per head If you were In 
or know anyone n the Shofheld during the 
FaBdands Contort. contact Bob Mullen on 
023 927 1 _ 0406 or email 

bobmuftmniurritehoCrna# corn 

HMS llorme s Comms Dopt 'eumon. 
Home Club. Pompey first weekend n May tor 
anyone who served area 1976-93 Cal Mark 
Nash 01737 379582 or 0307 896 5069 


HMS Emerald Association reunion at 

iMCa vHa), Wwiv^KX), Lonoon, wn 

f 130 to 1600 on May 4 Oetads from Coin 
Holiday on 01262 851279 

Battle of the Atlantic: 59th anniversary 
n Liverpool on May 5 to include commemo¬ 
ration and march-past mammals and asso¬ 
ciations welcome Delate and tickets from Lt 
Cdr P J Ruse. HMS Eaglet. East Brunswick 
Dock. Liverpool L3 402 

Former personnel who served on 
Lending Craft are meeting al Warners. 
Gunlon Hal. Norfolk, from May 6-10 
Enqueues to W F PVOers 57. Rowkry Ave 
SOajp DAIS 9LF. or Ml 020 8300 7580 
RN Commando Association reunion 
and AGM at the Neubcai Club. Bvmmtfiem. 
on May 1112 Delate from RJ. Lawrence. 
10. Crane Drive Uerwood Corset BH31 
GOB. Ml 01202 825860 

Rate o'*: The Retired Roy al Navy Air 
Traffic ControAeri Asso ci ation reunion wti 
lake place al RAF Showbury on May 11. 
Delate from Chns Loan, 33. Uphem Park Rd. 
London W4 IPO, MI 030 8905 5643. tax 
020 6400 2928. or ome* 


chmleanOiMueyondarcouk 

HMS WkJemouth 0«y 1944-57 rewiion. 
May 17 18. Angel Motel. Rowel Leamington 
Spa Contact Bob (Tcpoy) Ttmer 17. MSI 
Way. East Gnostoad RH19 400. Ml 01342 
323801 

HMS Diadem Association roureon. Mary 
18. Queens Hotel. Souths** A8 termer ship¬ 
mates ol tote WW1I kgN enteer and guests 
vwiMd Contact Peter Bumand on 01243 
864680 or emai dtadem0tc24 net Mr 
details 

HMS Wakeful 1966-56 Commission 

reunion at the Home Club. Portsmouth, on 
May 25 el 1230 Delate Irom David F tender 
an 01622 202995 

HMS Hood Association AGM and 
reunion. May 25. Home Club. Portsmouth 
The SI George s Church Service m on May 
26 Delate w*h SAE. Irom K A Clark. 57. 
Bereweeke Ave. Winchester S022 6BL 
TS Alliance. St Marytebone Sea Cadet 
u»ni (?95) MR HMlMMan mmtoo *•> Bm 
D uke ol Vbrk. 36 New Cevendoh Street 
London W1M /Rl on May 25 AM ox sum 
and cadets are invited Contact Brian 
Seymore on 01277 210634 lor delate 

HMS Penelope A Falklands 1982 
reunion has been arranged from May 31 to 
June 1 at Plymouth Delate from Ron 
Thomas 13. The Avenue Paichway 
Common South Gtoe BS34 COD or ema# 
ron thomm-gounfO cou Ma r- comectton co uk 

June 

TS todetabgabte reunion al (he Carreg 
Bran Hotel. Ilentolrpwt. Angteeey. neat lo tie 
old school, on June 1 Contact Spencer Bei 
on 01923 238706. ema* kiseeVAhttotei 
nef.com, or Sieve Humphries on 01628 
850930. ema* xfmete n eO faA? ! com 

HMS Bicester L34 1942-56 or M36 Al 
commosuns are invitod lo reunion (probably 
Iasi) al LVttebury Hotel. Church End, 
fkceetet. Chon on June 1 . w*h cn*c sarwe 
al SI Egberg Church on June 2 Contact 
Dave Braybrook on 01992 583272 or 
I Vttebury Hotel (Michael) on 01869 2S2595 
RN/RM Memorial Service ol 
Remembrance al Ouistroham ol 1100 on 
June 6 tor Vioea who gave War tern, con¬ 
nected with larvkng steps, craft and barges 
Aft welcome including standards Detate 
tram Maunce FfiSotenndf on 01396 442800 
Submarine Coxswains Association 
reunion al HMS Drake on June 7 8 Contact 
Storkng Maydon on 01329 315913 

Falkland* 20 year Memorial Service al 
1400 on June 8 Vi Market Drayton Contact 
Dowd Lewis on 01630 658153 

HMS Constance, 6th Destroyer Flotilla 
Association reurvon. June 9. RNA Club. 
ie a mmgtonSpe. 1100 Al ax-aww wetoomo 
Detate worn Kan Upadato on 01795 665248 
HMS Lauderdale 53rd and final reunion 
on June 12 at the Home Club Contact A 
Mormon. 45. Setxvne Ctoae Ptterohetd 
GU32 2J0 tel: 01730 261567 

Portsmouth Field Gun (57 crew) 
reunion *i ftortamouti on June 14 Contact 
Reg Ralph. 20. Ponhate Rd. Eastbourne 
BW2 7 JX. Ml 01323 725978 

HMS Glamorgan. FaAiands lenor mV 
taka place *1 the Home Club. Portsmouto. on 
June 15 Detate Irom Jess James. 50. 
Lancaster Way Northampton NN4 8LY tel 
01604 660401 or ema* 

Amphibious Bombardment Associa¬ 
tion open day and reurson al RM Poole on 
June 15 from 1000 onwards Bar m the para 
toaMng room and a curry lunch at 1230. Al 
ABA members wel co me Ex member s of Vie 
NGS commurvly who are not yet members 
but wish to attend should contact CRS 
Jepeon on 01203 203276 

IISS Nltro AE-23 Association reurson at 
the Radsson Hartxx Vww Hotel. San Diego 
CaMorrsa. from Jus 20-23 Detate from 
Robert F E bar ten. 12215 Ashland Granger 
IN 46530 USA. or see nttp HounroW com 
pusorve com, homepage^ naicAPO him 

Russian Convoy 6ub (Yorkshire. West 
Riding Branch) reunion on Arne 26 at 
Eaetoorough Working Men s Club, Baltye St. 
Dewsbury al noon Al members, wives and 
friends are invited Detate from Cyr# Gaunt 
5, Moorland Close Gddereome. Leeds IS27 
7DH. tel 0113 253 0596 

Annual Stores Branch WOa Sympowum 
end Dinner on June 27. AM serving and 
rokred WOSAs are mteed. retired WOs are 
parkcularty welcome tor the (kmor Contact 
WOSAH Houghton on 01752 811514 
HMS Ambuscade Falklands reunion 
from June 28-30 al Vie Signals Lounge. 


Crewe Alexandra Footbafl Club Crewe Any 
former ihtpmatee who wwh to eBend should 
contact Howard Lajrenby. Three Oaks. 
Nowtyte Fid. Katins Perthshire PH 13 9JJ. 
tel 01628 627712 or ema* howanMaimn 

K. tel 1 1 ,, , < r, m 

Pl li l MMM I COrT? 

The Sidmoulh and Ckstnct. RN Old 
Comrades Association w#l cetebrale the* 
90th enrwversary at the Rugby Club, 
Sidmoulh on June 29 at 1900 Delate from 
M Dunkm. 16. Chambers Ctoee. Sidmcuth 
EXI0 9YL. tel 01395 578256 

July 

On Vie 308i anniversary ol HMS Cavalier 
paying oft tor-the Iasi nme the seventh and 
Iasi. 1970-72 CommteMon are hokkng a 
reunion July 5-7 *1 Chatham Delate from 
David Thompson at bflTytereshnp scream 
mejnet or 01934 520216 

HMS Bnssonden 1942-48 Association 
reunion on Jufy 6 *1 Rjrtsmouih al 1400 
Detate Irom CHI Lawrence. 17. Chestnut 
Crescent. Btelchiey. Uhon Keynes MK2 2J2, 
W 01908 375545 

HMS Shetland iJccwnt'HssnjnfX) dance 
and buttot Armor on July 31 al Home Club. 
Portsmouti AI current and former step s 
company wricomo Enquiries to SAl PR 
Boggs (COHRO) or SLI TJ LoeGalon by 
May 31 at HMS Sheiand. Bf PO 386. m# tel 
9380 22383 

August 

HMS Vidal, survey step, al rommesom. 
reunion on August 3 al Vie Royal Agricultural 
CoAege Caancester. Gtos Contact Dave 
Parker. 1 la. Tcderscoi Rd. Batoam. London 
SW12 OHW let tax 030 8673 5392 

Russian Convoy Club, Norm Wales 
Branch, reurson wd be held al the Nurbreck 
Caste Hotel. Blackpool Irom August 9 to 11. 
Contact T G*nan on 01744 28736 

A reurson tor ex-Fteld Gun Crews and 
Vie* supporters, from ai Command s . « to be 
held *1 Blackpool from August 16-18 AI 
enqumes 10 Trevor Howard. 13. Chestero 
Close Newton le WBows. Merseyside WA12 
SPY. tel 01925 226764. or ema# 

tre%or920bfmromet com 

September 

HMS Morecembe Bey Association 

retxvon al Scarborough September "October 
Any former ofTcerVcrcw wtshmg lo attend 
should contact Godfrey Mamson. 18. 
TameSa Way Boltey. Hampstere SO30 2NY. 
tel 01489 787111 

HMS Bulawayo reunion al Vie Home 
Club. Portsmouth, from September 1-3. 
Contact Ron Setvnonds 21. Rectory Grove 
Wick ford. Essex SSI I 8EP. lei 01268 

733778 

HMS Mesper Association reunion al 
Sluptoh. North Vbrkshee. from September 6- 
8 Detate from Mrs Stertey Hotel. 1. Rosies 
Drive Bradtoy. Ke^htey B020 9€W tel 
01535 636343 

HMS Ftsgerd, Artificer Apprentice S46 
entry. September 10. 1962 Hopeig to pian 
a re-umon. on September 10. tor arvfcer 
apprenbees from tea entry, tie 408> armrver 
vary Mo venue has yet been planned, so afl 
suggestion* welcome Contact Tony Atkins 
116, Westfield Lone. Si Leonards on Sea. 
East Sussex TN37 7NO. tel 01424 754063. 
erne* ate mn wi m ptee m erf com Australia. 
HZ anad nxwarynaiaonOttapond ctjm mj 

8th De s troyer Association retxvon at 
Scarborougn September 13-16 A wdoome 
w#l be aftordod to el stepmeles from C-ctess 
destroyers from whatever step or staben 
Detate from Ckfl Longtoot on 0151 226 3675 
or ema# onyfou50O/iof/ne* com 

846 Squadron (HMS AJbton 1962 64) 
retmon al the Trecam Hotel. Babbacombe. 
Torquay, on September 14 Ties invitation n 
extended to any ex-Ateon A* Department or 

Ml iBMdM 8 MrtM 1 8 6| M MRMli 

uon Contact Dave Scowan. 34a. Louvwn 
Rd. Homs Cross. Greentethe. Kent DA9 
90Z. tel 01322 385054 or ema* 

HMS ScyfteTTS Scy«a is pianrww a 
reurson tor al c r ewmen who served in HMS 
Scyfte. especialy toose when the step was 
granted the freedom ol the Clly d Aberdeen 
* 1 1002 If wd take place from September 20 
22 «i Aberdee n and is a yw* reunion with tor- 
mer stall and cadets of TS Scyia Delate 
from Brian Robertson. 14. N*gg Way, 
Aberdeen tel 01224 078591. or ema# 
CRPberts u nOngp-bey. keeaerve couk 


MAHAL INGA (57 -58) Operation Anttef. 

Rust. Duet. Gnme and Vie rest, where are 
you now. don’t be too Proud to take a 
Gamble bo Swift, be Strong nng the WngN 
number and I Hope the Bel w#f nng before 
we are over the HB (Remember King 
Richardd) Alan Dodasnn 01273 512334 or 
Ken Bryson 01305 839907 

Seeking Jock Wdunson. Pusser MB and 
Bungy Edwards tram Loch KBnport 1963- 
64 and R Begg and HalheraA ol HMS 
Murray 1963-64. Contact Aten Kew. 12. 
Gtanea Court Eppmg. Matoourne. Ydona 
3076. Australia 

WOMEA Mike Latham m teialy leaving 
Via RN *1 June Any S64 TBs from HM steps 
intrap«d AchBes. Amazon. Battleaxe. 
Broadsword and HM Establishment old 
Inends who would kke to attend a tarewel 
party vi the Pompey area on June 1 should 
contact MAo or Clare on 01489 645470 or 
ema# MJ4 71 teed com 

HMS Jaguar • raw members from any 
commission Parkcularty would kke to hear 
Irom or d Chns Lee (Doncaster area). 
Stoker/KBs* Stoker dumg 67 70 commo¬ 
tion. Contact Aten (Gupta) Saxton an 0115 
932 2585 or ema* eesyaaxtonBaoi.com 
HMS Jamaica Association welcome's 
previous step's c ompary There is an annual 
reunion eac h September end newsletters 
three times a year For details contact the 
secretary on 01568 685306 

RNVR ft RNR Centenary: 2003 sees Vie 
centenary of the Reservnts There wB be a 
senes ol events throughout the year cukm 
natmg *1 a formal parade To regale* your 
interest contact the profecl director on 
07860 29 80 3 8 or emai: fxfOmrIOO com or 
vis* the website www mrlOO com 

HMS Warrior 1946-58: Seeking old ship¬ 
mates who served «i Wamor during the peri¬ 
od. especialy toose at Christmas island in 
1957 Hokkng 4th reurvon *1 Liverpool m 
Apr* Contact John at 91. Westtoy Rd. 
Adcocks Green. Birnwigham 037 7UW. tel: 
0121 624 4964 oi ems# p^yUaSTOhof 
mal.com 

CAM. Steps: WJ. McCuAoch is interest 
ed to hear tram anyone whn served *1 the 
steps Error* Wave. Empire Faith. Error* 
Del etc Contact WJ MoCuftoch. 29s. Pay 
SI. Densoto. FotesloneCT 18 7DR.ISL 01303 
682109 

Cleopatra Old Stepmates Association 

Anyone *too served *1 toe tngate or cruiser, 
interested in to*kna toe association. mckxF 
mg wrvee. should oonted CPO Warwick 
Frankkn. at the Armed Forces Careers 
Ofhce Mutxil Wise. Devonporl PL1 4JH. tel 
01752 501787 

HMS Centaur 1954-56: Russel Turley IS 
seeking Cofen Ftobson (both EMs) or anyone 
ete* who was to 17 Mess at that kme 
Con tad RusseV al 23. Whitefiiil Lane. 
Gravesond DA12 SLT. or tel 01474 568252 
HMS Ceram. Wntherby. Yorks Jock (Mac) 
McCaffrey would Ike lo contact Stewards 
from tee trwnmg class 1955 56 partxrularty 
B*il McManus (Paisley). Doug Foster 
(Wamngton), Tommy Weston (Belfaksl). Tony 
Brooks and Mika Mivorion (London) Does 
anyone have Vie class photo 7 Contact Jock 
at via Monte Cenoo 3. Logo Cosarvra Italy 
87035 

HMS Moon (Minesweeper) 1945-6: 
Seeking toe rest of too stokers who ar* not 
already m me Atoermes Assncmimn Contact 
CMtord Oygate. 69a. GreenhB Ave SheffwkJ 
S8 7TG 

Seeking Agnes Christie Paul WRNS 
last know base OAO N#e. Atexandna. Egypt 
1942-43 If anyone knows of her contact 
Lesoe Curve 80 Deer Park Ave. Teignmoum 
TOI4 9U. tet 01626 779704 

HMS Eagle 4th Commission 1964 66 
Looking tor Signalmen Gerry Sharpe. Chns 
Demon. Pete Staton. Scouse Gauhon. 
Richard (Taft) Jenkms. Barn* (Basher) 
Hams. Fhck Stenrwig. Bnan Sfengar' Woods 
and brothers Paul and David Strickland 
Reunion May Bank Hokdey 72 found, check 
website at www eagtocommunrcalor com 
Contact Dove Brighton on 01420 563944 or 

WTYM O&vXJ oogrKonyvwyn rxc f 

U Andrew Usorr S ee tong an old friend 
from toe RN who may safe be serwig He 
tomed *1 September 1985 along with Uea 
Sprafkng They were ortgnaly al toe same 
school • South Hoktemess in Hedon Last 
thought to be an Engineering Officer serving 
at RNAS VbovUton Contact Uea Spratkng. 
Hoftms. Mu* Rd. SkMteugh. Hul mu 11 5AA. 
tel: 01964 562765 or ema# toeOhumm 
fish com 

J*n Grifftn a eeekmg Wren J. Turley 


Over to You 


HMS Grove: Reonald Charles Baker, stew¬ 
ard. was tofted n HUS Grove. June 12 1942 
Hw mace would tee to team more about him 
Contact DW Charles 3t. Wick Lane. 
Harwich Essex, tel 01255 507094. or ema# 
cherte efam MyOnne one ne t 

HMS Boadicaa: Waftor Swan Aptoi « 
bemg researched by tea necm. who requxea 
vito or photos (etpeoafey ol too step w*h her 
entire crew on deck) from anyone who knew 
tom or Vie sh*> Contact tngnd Thomson 22. 
Poftanda. Leenwig Bar. Northefterton DL7 
9BA. tel 01677 425664 ema# ngndtoom 
sonOteerteng fyeeserve co uk 

HMS Nubian: Dove Hate • traong tea 
tam#y tree and believes tea grandfather 
Edward Ernest Hale served *1 HMS Nubian 
during World War II hks grandtathar was and 
toe commander ol toe Nutxan may have 
been RW Reventefl Contact Dave at 12. 
Mural Rd. Waterloo*** Hants P07 7TE. or 
ema# dei eBrr s jnel 12 fre a se rre co uk 

HMS KeVy; Does anyone have a print of 
(hat famous pa.ntmg of HMS KeVy that they 
oould nbkga John Phelan with Contact John 


at 10. Lakelands Drive StBoroan CoDubkn 
Ireland, or ema# /ohnphefesndm s hraif ie 

Seeking C M Fleming VSR VX65247 
HMS venerable. 1940s Stepmate of AS 
Fred Burfift. toted 1946 In aircraft accident 
on board step Any vto gratefully recarved 
Contact Mrs B Finch 17 Crawley Ave 
Weftl n aboro u gh. NorthantM. tat. 01903 
381169. or ema# /oetooy nev Baof.com 

The daughter ol toe late Lt AS Wilson 
would Mia to hear Irom any rsteOwM ol tw 
crew of toe Joseph Bowen tool was sunk 
between Aberdeen and Peterhead on 
February 9. 1940 Contact Ms Sasha W#son 
on 01279 850320 

Bill Davis served os a Naval Diver 
attached to toe Bomb and M*ie Disposal 
Section Admiralty SWI Trained at 
Coftngwood then baaed al Vernon Ha was *1 
Gibraltar Mer mansto Archangel. Malta. 
Panama and D Day He poaatofy served with 
Cdr Crabbe and Cdr Mxnp It anyone knew 
hen. could they contact tes daughter. Jeon 
Rossi, on 0 1736 799136 or email 
chne /oanOfreveesa fteoserve co uk 


At your Service entries 

■ Notices tor thin page should be brief, clearly written or typed nod 
addressed to - Thr Editor. Navy News. HMS Nelson. Portsmouth. POl 3HM 
or email: ochrttnnvyn#w% co uk If you m re sending your notice m via rm.nl. 
ploase include your full address and telephone number. 

■ Reunions appear in date order, and requests to place an entry m a par 
ticular edition cannot be guaranteed 

■ Please send in Reunions at least three months (preferably four) before 
the month of the event 

■ There may be a delay before items appear, due to the volume of 
requests. 

■ Entries ore free to non-commercial organisations. Items pertaining to 
commercial work, books and publications for profit can only appear as 
paid for advertising 

■ The Editor reserves the right to odii or refuse publication of submitted 
notices. 

■ Space does not nltow us to accept more than one free insert. Any sub¬ 
sequent notice wifi have to be paid (or at advertising rates 


The Cheltenham Unit of toe Sea Cadet 
Corp (TS Legion) at one tome paraded a 30- 
Ureng bond before un* numbers dvrantthed 
They now have a large cadet membrnshu 
and ore seeking redundant band instru 
mates, tool may be stored in lofts sheds, 
garages etc or not used by other SCC Unite 
or Volunteer Bonds Contact Steve Smith. 
Friday WTuk< 31. Farrier* End Ouodgety. 
Gloucester GL2 4WA 

James Anthony Lough ton (Jimmie): 
Does anyone remember Mrs J Rotensons 
brother who spate 25 years ai the Navy, 
mainly, she bekeves. ai submarines Thee 
lamiry got spM up and she lost touch wito 
tem Conloci Mrs J.E. Robe»on. 14. Furze 
HB Rd. Stepston on Stour CV36 4ET. tel: 
01606 662763 

HMS Enterprise. Does any ei-merobev 
of to# crew remember a letegroptost celled 
Norman Snath, who foated tot step ai toe Far 
East n 1940-41? We <u« xitefestadn any ol 
toe pranks or modeeds ha may have got up 
tot to put on a certificate tor tet 80to Bxtoday. 
If you can help contact A Leverton 36. 

Mhffwion uei. mwion MMX. rtoviingnani 

NG8 10Q tel: 0115 877 9456 

HMS Gambia. Mess 10. 1946: Does any¬ 
one remember Edward (Ted) Stephenson"* 
Ha was ai toe NAAFI Ted emigrated to 
Austrata in 1970 with tea wda and daugraor 
and he Bed m 1991 if anyone remembers 
hen. contact tee cousin. Juris Cooper (nee 
Stephenson) al 10. Tumbkng Bay. waaon on 
Themes KT12 2JF 

HMS Abdiek Seeking mfoon the sxiiung 
of the Abba* on September 10. 1943 at 
Taranto, especially regarding AB Herbert 
Turner, toe uncte of E A Ttobte Did you know 
nan after the modem at Catama or 
PrvhpvBa? Contact E A TBbte 59. Grove 
Park. Colder Grove. Wakefield WF4 382. tel 
motels: 07947 130584 

Seeking ado about Wren Betty G. 
Gibson, who served in toe Office of Vice 
Admass (Q) Bnksh Pacific Fleet and HMS 
Lizard. Hove (1945-6) Concerning loss of 
106 Squadron Lancaster. June 25. 1944. 
Contact Bin Knagos 2. Jamas Placa. 
Stateay. Rarthshaa PHI 4PD 

HMS Vanguard: Contact with 


Communications rating David Jenkmsoo 
sought by cousin c* NS AB Max Brandi 
served 1953-54 m HMS Agmcourl Lost con¬ 
tact since toe last meeting when the two 
steps were *1 Gibraltar, spring 1954. Contact 
Mai al HektonstamsgatAn 41. S - 754 27 
Uppsala. Sweden 

Harold Wright Stener a RM framed at 
Deal, spent tana ai Chatham m HMS Anson 
sew acton on D-Day and in Burma, and rose 
to become a C'Sgl RM If anyone remembers 
tem contact tea son. Kaoi. at H Ftoseianda 
Drive. Paignton TQ4 70P. tel: 01803 663135. 

HMS Drake, Class 15, 1938: Swing a 
photo of this group, mostly Cooks and 
Stewards Four names that an remsmbered 
are Baker. Jenkins Andrews and Sankey 
Contact SJ Cotton. 87. Rudyard Rd 
Sheffield S6 2LB 


Dunkirk/Boulogne/St Naxaire/Franc* 

1940: Author seeks man or tanni ng of men 
orgenrsedlook part *1 
toe 1940 tor book com- 
by Viking/Penguin, including 
srved on any littte Shps*. or to*- 


tem p , destroyers Bastok. Gallant. Grafton. 
Grenade. Greyhound. Havant. Icarus. 




Jaroir. Ke 
1 . Stekan. 


Macahster 


Venomous. 
Vimy. Vivacious. Wakakl. 
Swan. Wolfhound. Woisey 


Brighton Queen. Devotee. Grooe Fields. 
Lyod Pangbourne. Skipjack Wavertey 
trvwtort Blackburn Rovers. CafvL Comfort. 
Nautilus Polly Johnson. Slefta Dorado. 
Thomas Barnett. ThunnQn. Westefee. drltert 
Boy Rw. Fan Breeze. Paxton. Personnel 

‘ is Ml'!' My Chroc Canlorbury. Clan 

a. Crested Eagle, fan site. 

ia. lorma. Monas Queen 

Normsma. Prague. Oueen of toe Channel 
Sooaa. Sequadbr. Armed boerdwia ve st al 
Kxig Ony. yacht Grtve. Tugs Si Abbs. Si 
F eyan, RAF Sa aptena tendsr ST 254. stoop 
Bostord, dnfter Ocean Reward Please con¬ 
tact Hugh Sebao-Mantefiore. 37. Tanza Rd. 
London NW3 2UA let 0207 435 1035 or 
0207 435 1181 


area 1966. HftlS Drake Contact tem al 
gn/lln) nMtrack.ama.faM co.uk 

Seeking news of Ken Masters from 
Stanley Green Room Last *1 touch 1951 
when he was at Losstemouto (HMS Fulmar). 
•ilWRN Pal Rapkrns was at HMS 
Nutoholch An thorn Contact Pal at 40 Great 
Lana. Bterton. Ayteabury HP22 50X. tol 
01296 437050 or amalt patnoufarmfhm- 
pfel nat 

George Gray Scotland was CPO aboerd 
HMS Hecta during WW1I M anyone has any 
rttormaton about tem and tes career on ttes 
and otoer steps, tee son would be very 
pleased lo raceme 4 Contact John Scotland. 
40 Buctaukte Cras. Denny Sfirmg&tere K6 
5EL. tel 01324 825232 or ema# /ohnOacot 
tandS2.fnaaarvaco uk 

HMS Whrlesand Boy: Trying to contact 
EMI Jell Steed, who served on board about 
1952 53 Contact Geoff N^ibngate 268. 
GaAey H* Gadobndga. Hamel Hampstead 
HP1 31D tel 01442 263406 

Drew McmilUn, stoker 1977-87 HMS 
London. Fite, tovmctoto and Max ion Now fev- 
ng n Hong Kong, would tee to hear from 
anyone who knew tem espeoaSy Martm 
Tweed Spud Murphy and Graham Rix. 
Tommy Steel. Jock Smytoe. Gordon Smith 
and Walter Wrtty Contact at 22/a Lae Loy 
BuAkng. 208 Jafto Rood Wanchw Hong 
Kongorema# aamiOnahnffator com or 

HMSVerutam gel logetoar m June every 
year *1 Portsmouth AH shipmates who 
served on R28 and F29 welc o me, tor details 
mg Chns Wteams on 01621 816207 after 
6pm. 

*CA’ Destroyer*: There « an Association 
lor stepmates who served an HM steps 
Cassandra. Caprice. Cavaker, Caesar. 
Combnan. Carysxort. Canon and Cavsndtth. 
tor detais nng CMI Longtoot an 0151 226 
3675 

HMS Superb: LAchaei Coftwr and John 
Siaftord n HMS Superb 1st Commission 
1974-77 ft is Paul Egertons 25th wedding 
anniversary tow year and he would tea to 
wee you Contact Paul al Stxmybenk. Hran 
Newton. Grange-over Swtos. Cumbna LA11 
6JH, tel: 015395 31731 ema* 

paut0agartorA4.lnmarva.couk 

HMS London (D16): Ex cook ftevtn 
Dusty M#toi world tee to hear from anyone 
who served on board tram 1979. to her Iasi 
commwwon in 1981 Contact tem at 74. The 
Gardens. Soutowtck. West Sussex BN42 
4 AN. tot 01273 703495 or ema* 

I rwrmofz / wot com 

Seeking Bob Me Turk tGngs Boy. GA. 
August 2000 Contact V R Turner 4810 
Crandafe LanaevOo Rd. NE Corydon. IN 
47112. USA or ema* NauckaOaot com 
HMS Duchess (China Station): Seeking 
anyone who knew Thomas OCormef who 
was m the torpedo run and served on board 
HMS Ouchaas. Ctena Station arocrvl 1938 
Please wise to Mr R Peetes - Bd General 
Wntes 12/21-1030 Bnxssais Betgxxn 

Seatung Cotin Samuel Scon Martm 
Rawkngs served with him m 1966 on board 


HMS Penelope He was a Ktecx Ginner and 
it bekeved to hove transferred to the 
Seamanship branch in the same year 
Com ad Martm at 302 Western Rd Lecesier 
LE3 0EB. let 0116 2756463. mobrte 07932 
066861 or ema# \AMammartOaot com 

Peter Taylor, ex-829 Sqn Vidal and 
Leonder Fits M9-78) w looking tor Robbie 
Bums NAM(A/E) Cherry B F» 69. ski in ser¬ 
vice as CAFiA/E) earry 90s Contact Pwer at 
6. Tasman Court. Montrose. Victoria 3765. 
Australia or ema# peferteytor25406»g 
pond com 

HMS Raleigh. Lookmg for anyone (orned 
PN on January 8 1974. al HMS Rate^ti 
Contact Gordon Melrose ift Pafener Road 
Cum*. Edmburgh or ema# gme/Obtoeyon- 
dar.couk 

HMS Braxen 1982 84 Lucy Luck and 
Gmge Gardner would tee lo hear from any¬ 
one who served m the Brazen during tow 
tone, especially L/STD Smudge Smith or 
Dove Tsttord or anyone from 3pp moss 
Contact Stuart al 13 Farmground Close. 
Tonbndos. Kent TN9 2LA. IH 07941183377 
or ema# tock HuartOhoima* com 

HMS Henmone: Kevm Browne seeks 
N trk Freeman horn Southend, last known m 
HMS Hemsono utn 80s. onrty 90s Thought 
to hav* made * to L/S Gunnery dhrwion. any 
ona who knows tem gel tem to contact Kevm 
Browne rx ROl (G). ex Amazon 82-84 wfw 
left too mob m 86 contact Kevm on 020 7675 
5024 or ema* kevm bmwmOar co m co tA 

HMS intrepid: Ray Emmerson senwd on 
the first oommwsion of InlrepkJ m 67-66. and 
spent most of tes feme «the Far East Does 
anybody remember Mick Dukes or Martm 
(Scouse) Bates both Officer Stewards Jl the 
tons along with him If anybody knows how to 
oo n te d item pie as s tol Roy know on 01132 
608457 or emai RayEmmanonOttmter■ 
nat com 

HMS Lowestoft DsvkJ Roe w s eetunq 
Matt Matthews and any stokers who served 
m HMS Lowestoft between 197577 as wel 
as anyone etee on hoard at that tone Contact 
David Roe. 9. CWV MIR . Ebbw Vale NP23 
5LW tet 01405 308418 or ema# nutsOmed 
house 19 fieoeerve co ufe 

HMS Liverpool (Hi 62): Seeking David 
Jones (EjW) from Notts area pteese contact 
Lee Turner at Broadway Barn. Chase Farm. 
Utte Norwood Bucks MK17 OOB. tek 07800 
723414 or ema* Is* k*ner20virgm net 

HMS Mercury. OXPfoperstionat exer¬ 
cise pool) 1981-1963 Doug (Jock) 
W#kmeon. ROH seeking Paul (Bob) Hope 
or any of toe rest of toose whn served * 1 OKP 
at that tone Last hoard of Paul Hope he was 
kvmg xi Fishguard. Plymouti Contact Doug 
at 1705. Corot Arm Dnvs. Newberg. Oregon. 
9713? USA nr ema# PenhOemei m%n enm 

HMS Naiad Anybody serve on HMS 
Naiad msl after the 74-75 refit m Guzz? If so. 
contact BA Coptan (3M Starboard Seamans 
Mess) at 38. Oakley Way Cokkcot. Gwent 
NP26 4ED tet 01291 423526 or emai 
captarmrOmai aramcv com ae 


Navy News Online carries updated reports and back¬ 
ground material, as well as a selection of articles from 
this edition of the paper. There is also a gallery of pho¬ 
tographs, some of which have not been published in the 
paper. Check the website at 

www.navynews.co.uk 



THE TRECARN HOTEL 

Babbacombe, Torquay 

The Naval Reunion Specialist 

2 Otyt DBB C63.SO pp. 3 days DBS C83.50 pp 
(pdcea include Banquet meal) 


We havs otter many years boon a ss o ci a te d teh too Royal Navy, hotting Rourvons lor 
HMS EXETER. HMS SHEFFIELD. HMS NEWFOUNDLAND. HMS TENBY 


HMS ARETHUSA, HMS CUMBERUN0. TON CLASS ASSOCIATION 
CASTLE CLASS CORVETTE ASSOCIATION and tot PLYMOUTH RNA 


The Trocarn has 136 Eft-Sute bedrooms mth colour TV. tea making taefttes. and can 
accommodate up to 250 Guests. The hotel has a largo Dmng Room that can hold up lo 300 
Guests, as wel as tec spaoous Baboons and Bar artas. deal tor any association 
regarctess of its membership sits 

For Information please coo tact: 

BP YAM BITMAP - GFMFRAl MAM AGE P TIL 01803 329292 


The Association of 

Royal Navy Officers 


tew Mw Atay nr y Tte Queen 


ARNO n both an officers charity and a 
membership association which is open to 
tfrwy and retired comminionfd officers 
of the RN. AM. QAANNS.WRNS. and their 
Reserves Formed In 1925. ARNO’s primary 
purpose ts to assist officers and their 
dependants In need with francs and 
bursanas from the proceeds of its assets, 
wtech exceed £3 osteon 

Today ARNO s 9.300 members are offered 
both financial and other advantages, the 
former very comfortably exceeding the 
annual subscription (£10 per annum or 
£150 for Life) 



lit-Tratetef Crash 
Rtftaeal Serial f aoettaos (oteddbed] 
Greop HeU4«ri fibrMd at 
fseewaMr rsfn 


Tel: 020 7402 5231 
Fax: 020 7402 SS33 


e-mail: ARNO^eurosurf.com 
www.eurtmirf.com/ARNO 
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NEWSVIEW 


Feet of clay - or 
sure foundation? 

W HATEVER else, you can’t touch Nelson for staying 
power No matter how much ‘revisionist’ historians 
manage to bring to the surface the less savoury 
aspects of his character, nothing seems to senously spoil his 
appeal, so that he is always good for yet another biography. 

The opening salvo of Channel 4’s War Against Napoleon 
series. Nelson's Trafalgar, was a case in point - exemplified 
by its concluding statement about the reaction of the huge 
crowds who lined the streets of London for his funeral in a 
spontaneous demonstration of popular feeling that has per¬ 
haps only since been equalled by the one that followed the 
death of Princess Diana: they knew that Nelson was "as 
flawed and as human as they were themselves". 

Colin White, late of the Royal Naval Museum and now lead¬ 
ing the run-up to the bicentenary of Trafalgar for the National 
Mantime Museum, observed that he was “the first pop star” in 
terms of his appeal to the masses He might also have said - 
and indeed suggested - that Nelson was right up there as a 
pioneer of spin . too. Because Nelson was pretty good at PR 
- especially on his own account. 

Take for example his famous pre-Trafalgar dinner party on 
board HMS Victory, when he expounded to his captains his 
battle plan - "It was new, it was singular" etc. 

Well, it wasn’t, actually - Duncan had used much the same 
tactics at Camperdown eight years earlier But Nelson made it 
sound as though it was and wrote it all up for the record. And 
who now remembers Camperdown? 

Nelson always acted according to the spirit rather than the 
letter of his orders - as at the Battle of Cape St Vincent, after 
which he wrote home to a friend an account of his patent 
bridge for boarding first rates’ (“too flattering for me to omit 
telling") remarking that he wouldn't mind it appearing in The 
Times, as it duly did 

More famously still, of course, he put a blind eye to orders 
to withdraw at Copenhagen. 

All this sort of thing endeared him to the public, and to his 
sailors What they loved about him was that he always led 
from the front, both as a junior officer when it was expected 
of him. and as a senior olticer. as an admiral, when it wasn't. 
Especially at Trafalgar, when he certainly didn't need to. since 
all his captains knew perfectly well what was required of 
them. 

I t has often been suggested that he thereby, through his own 
“lust for glory*, put many more lives at risk besides his own. 
A desire for personal aggrandisement when it goes beyond 
the common good is never excusable and it will always be 
argued that Nelson frequently overstepped that particular line. 
His supenors - and several of his subordinate officers - often 
thought so His sailors didn’t, though - and there lies the 
essence of leadership, maybe. 

Lord Barham may have finally concluded that Nelson’s pur¬ 
suit of the French fleet across the Atlantic and back showed 
him to be a great strategist as well as a great fighting admiral, 
backing him as his best bet in bnngmg the enemy to book in 
1805. 

But his sailors already knew their man - and when Nelson 
swopped Nelson confides' for England expects’ in his last sig¬ 
nal to the Fleet, it was a rare example of him getting his per¬ 
sonal message wrong Even so. he had already made sure of 
his image with his last letter and his famous prayer 

Don't throw me overboard* was one of Nelson's final pleas, 
made as much for posterity as anything else.There was no 
way he was going to allow his reputation to be buried along 
with his body 



April fool! 


POA Aircraft Handler Bandit' Berryman 
survives (just!) Operational Sea Training 
in HMS Ark Royal off Plymouth. 

Picture: POA(PHOT) Dave Coombs 
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elicopter carrier Illustrious had ‘pivotal role’ in recovery off Afghanistan 





New maritime commander 


brings joint perspective 


• Maj Gen Robert Fry 


FROM ‘quirky family Firm’* to 
elite military force in 20 years - 
the new man in charge of 
Britain's contribution to the 
war against terror believes his 
Royal Marines have under¬ 
gone a remarkable renais¬ 
sance. 

Maj Gen Robert Fry, 

Commandant General Royal 
Marines, is adding another title to 
his portfolio - that of Deputy 
Coalition Joint Force Maritime 
Component Commander 

(DCJFMCC) - and it is believed to 
be the first time a Royal Marine 
has held a position at the head of a 

m.miiiiK t.isk pm 

But Maj (»cn I in. *h«> takes »>\cr from Rear 
Admiral Janies Burnell--Nugent, believes his ground¬ 
breaking appointment is just part of a trend which has 
seen his Corps come in from the cold. 

“20 years ago the Royal Marines were very much at 
the margin of defence, and the Ealklands was seen as 
a strategic aberration." said Maj Gen Fry 

"Operations were going to be in the Norwegian Sea, 
the North Atlantic or the Central German Flams. 

“That changed 12 years or so ago when the Berlin 
Wall came down - anil it created a renaissance for the 
Royal Marines. 

"Over the last ten years this quite fundamental shift 
in the way we do our business nas come about, and I 
think that the Royal Marines is now the pre-eminent 
expeditionary capability in the UK Order of Rattle. 

"So over the 20 years starting with the Ealklands to 
today we have gone from something that looked like a 
quirky family firm to the force of choice which we arc 
t« >d.»\ 

"In many ways, although the hilklands was seen as 
a minor aberration, in fact it was very much a fore¬ 
shadowing of what was to come. I would say the Royal 
Marines have grown into their time.” 


Maj (>cn Fry believes the "imag¬ 
inative step” of appointing him to 
the post, as deputy to an American 
admiral, recognises the skills he 
brings - while Admiral Burncll- 
Nugent has a greater experience of 
the sea than land matters, he rep¬ 
resents the other side of the coin: 
“If anyone is inherently joint, it's 
someone like me with my back¬ 
ground.” he said. 

lie will he the maritime compo¬ 
nent commander, commanding 
UK and coalition ships of all 
shapes und sizes, and acting as the 
link between the Americans, who 
are by far the largest contributors 
to the war against terror, and the 
other nations of the Coalition 
which stand shoulder-to-shouklcr with the US. 

Although he will not determine day-to-day details, 
he will be responsible for the effective co-ordination 
and operation of the Coalition naval forces in the 
Arabian Sea. the Indian Ocean and the Gulf which arc 
fighting the remnants of the Al Oaeda terrorist net¬ 
work and their Oilihan hosts. 

Maj (kn Fry said the 130 or so ships of the 
Coalition have three main roles, supporting the land 
campaign through air power; blocking smugglers in 
the region; and canying out surveillance and recon¬ 
naissance. 

"But navies will always he unsung in these circum- 

; . Wh.It catdMS no OfU I'' mil s going * 'll on 
land - you do not get the immediacy in maritime oper¬ 
ations. We are doing the background context for oper¬ 
ations. and applying pressure on specific areas/ he 
said. 

He also believed that Operation Enduring 
Freedom, although carried out far from the nearest 
beach, was a justification of the role of the Royal 
Marines: "Rather than marginalizing amphibious 
forces, the events in Afghanistan arc a ringing 
endorsement of the amphibious philosophy.” he said. 
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• Part of the air group of HMS 
Illustrious after the ship's 
change of role in the war 
against terrorism - Sea Kings 
and an RAF Chinook. 




Captain is happy 
at a job well done 


WE MAY not have won the war 
- but we have had a crucial role 
in events thus far. according to 
the captain of HMS Illustrious. 

( apt Alan Massey said his shin 
had proved her worth in an unfamil¬ 
iar role, and had made a big contri¬ 
bution to the maritime coalition in 
the Arabian Sea. 

Illustrious had shed her normal air 
group of Harriers and AEW and ASW 
Sea Kings to take on (he guise of a heli¬ 
copter carrier. In the space of 4 X hours 
everything - aircraft, technicians, spares, 
workshops - was flown off and then 
replaced with a completely different set. 

"We kn>kcd at what was in theatre, 
and it was of our opinion that that in the 
Coalition you do not have to do every¬ 
thing vourvclf.” said ( apt Massey. 

"What is the most potent thing you 
have got? With two Ua carriers with big 
air groups, with HU aircraft each, you do 
not need to add Harriers. 

"Rut you can reconfigure to a different 
capability, to project ground forces into 
territories by helicopter. 

"We have been pivotal, or critical, 
over the past four months. 


“I lad this ship not been here, with the 
capability it was able to project into the¬ 
atre. the International Security 
Assistance Force (ISAF) would not be in 
the position it is today. 

“I’m not saying the British have 
just won the war. What I am say¬ 
ing is part of the ability of the 
Coalition and the Northern 
Alliance to run the operation was 
to be able to project large num¬ 
bers in at the right time." 

B Company of 44) Commando RM 
Hew from Illustrious into Kabul in the 
aftermath of the Taliban regimes col¬ 
lapse. helping to stabilise the situation. 

"I am nothing more than a hotel man¬ 
ager. The 600 people who run the ship 
provide the platform, and my weapons 
system wits 120 Royal Marines, and the 
air group lo project them. 

“The real heroes arc the Marines - hut 
don't tell them that. 

“We made a critical contribution to 
the speed by which Afghanistan was rid 
of the Taliban and able to join the world 
community again. We have been able to 
play our part in the recovery of 
Afghanistan.” 


( apt Massey also paid tribute to the 
resilience of the crew, who have risen to 
a number of challenges and proved stoic 
in the face of change 

The ship, due hack in Portsmouth as 
Navy News went to press, and now 
replaced in the Middle Fast by purpose- 
built helicopter carrier HMS Ocean, has 
had to make tremendous adjustments. 

Weapon Engineer Officer Cdr Mike 
Page recalled that during Exercise Saif 
Sarcca the wardroom, which normally 
coped with a maximum of 100 officers, 
was swamped with 250 people, and 
beside the swapping of air groups, there 
was a great deal ol work to be done on 
wiring various temporary operations 
rooms for communications. 

“We also had to practise disembarka¬ 
tion of troops, whicn the ship isn’t used 
lo,” said Cdr Piigc. 

"We used members of the ship’s com¬ 
pany to practice assault routes so that 
troops with their equipment amid get to 
the aircraft." 

Medical staff also prepared a casualty 
receiving station to stabilise victims of 

flgbtim 

A brief stop at a Gulf port allowed 
Illustrious to he scrubbed down - she was 
grubby with dust thrown into the air by 
the ckuly bombing raids on Afghanistan - 
and while not sending troops in she was 
kept busy on maritime interdiction oper¬ 
ations. hoarding and searching suspicious 
merchant ships ensure terrorists are 
lecing the con it I rv <r smuggling 
arms and supplies in. 

These MIOPsgivc another example of 
the different approaches of the coalition 
nations, said (apt Massey. 

"When a British officer goes on board 
he may well take a cup of tea and a slice 
of cake and say Hello, would you like 
some tea while we search your ship? 
Others can be more 
aggressive ...” 

■ See the Navy 
News website for 
more news from the 
Coalition in the 
coming weeks 

■ More reports and 
pictures from the 
Arabian Sea on 
pages 24. 25 and 38 


• HMS Ocean tests her pre-wetting system en route to the Arabian Sea. 
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• A final checker from the 'Checkmates' of Fighter Squadron Two 
One One (VF-211) gives the 'okay* so the *Shooter 1 can signal an 
aircraft launch off one of four steam-driven catapults on the flight 
deck of USB John C, Stennis fCVN 74) in the Arabian Sea, 

*&um U»f* 3ndCtmsx Jaym* P*Uonc (U$N) 

Life on carrier measured 
in big, big numbers 


deployment has seen 
E a million meals served, and 


VISITORS to the USB John C 
St e uni* cannot fail to he impressed 
by the sheer scale of the beast, 
Those who work on her arc 
proud of the “wow factor* - the 
tacts and figures which would 
cause a bean-counter in blanche, 
The 

around i 

she carries enough food for 60 days 
at sea. 

The Sales Division supplements 
the official line in food with those 
vital extras - such as various cans 
of soda; the ship's company gets 
t hr i nigh around 200 eases a day 
while at sea, representing 50 per 
cent of tlie division*! profH. 

According to estimates, the ship 


gets through 1.7 million cans of 
soda a year (the meed popular b 
apparently Pepsi), nued up by 
450,000 dioctilatc bars Snickers 
being the snack of choice. 

Besides fnd, there are 16^00 
haircuts carried out on hoard every 
year, 

Slcnnb, which h as a top speed of 
ewer 30 knots, can carry up io 9,000 
tons of aviation fuel, and her two 
nuclear reactors could theoretical¬ 
ly power her for a million miles 
before refuelling. 

She has a TV studio, broadcasts 
on lour channels, and has a daily 
news-sheet called Thr Ktarrtmim 
after John C Stennit, w ho was par 
tKularly supportive of the Navy 


• A French Navy Super Etendard meets up with an RAF Tristar 
tanker during Operation Enduring Freedom, 


Y OU MIGHT imagine it 
is difficult to hide a 
fleet of around 130 
warships - possibly the 
most powerful maritime 
force ever gathered. 

But it is all hut hidden from the 
people who may well have most 
to gain from its success - or most 
to lose from its failure. 

Those arc the citizens of the vari¬ 
ous democracies around the world 
who were outraged by the terrorist 
attacks on the United States in 
September, and who experienced 
fear and anxiety in the following days 
and weeks as we wailed to see where 
the next blow would fall. 

As il happened, the next Mow fell on 
[hose win# planned und nurtured terror¬ 
ism on a global scale - the Al Qaeda net¬ 
work of Osama bin Laden and the 
Taliban regime in Afghanistan which 
welcomed him and his terrorists. 

And the blow was delivered from the 
Arabian Sea, when bombs and missiles — 
including a contribution from Royal Navy 
submarines - rained down on targets across 
the benighted country 

Thai was front page news, Um autumn, is 
was the deployment of Royal Marines and 
other troops to secure bridgehead* and then 
support the fledgling interim government that 
was created. 

Fighting in the lor a Bora mount atm, and 
more recently in (iurdez. aho attracted the 
attention of the media - but something was 
missing 130 ships, to be precise, including the 
cream of the British. American, French and 
Italian navies. 

Precise is the wrong word to use* ns their 
exact locations arc not publicised, and the 
make-up of the Coalition fleet ebbs and ETuwv 
with ship and nation* joining and leaving on 
a regular busts as national tasking dictates. 

At une stage last rmniih there were five car¬ 
riers in the region from three countries, each 
heading a hamegroun, and each with a specif¬ 
ic rote to play - and tW roles were played in 
a fashion that demonstrated unity white ccle- 
boiling differences 

At rmc end of the scale are the mighty 
American carriers, such as the USS John G. 
S term is. with her two nuclear reactors, four 
engines and air wing of well over 70 aircraft, 
from airborne early warning planes to 
Tomcats and Hornets 

Because she joined the fray later than the 
other US earner in thcalfc, the Theodore 
Roosevelt. St corns had the leas attractive rou¬ 
tine, operating by night and resting by tiny - by 
coincidence putting her on the same clock as 
her home base of San Diego. 

Just in case anyone loses their hearings on 
hoard this awesome ship. and forgets what 
Operation Kudu ring Freedom is all about, 
there are plenty of reminders 

A Stars and Stripes flag, recovered from 
the mins of the World 'Irude Centre in New 
York, wav flown oul to the ihrp as a talisman 
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i F-14 Tomcat from the ‘Checkmates* of Fighter Squadron Two One One (VF-211) goes fo full 
n the flight deck of USS John C. St&nnis nam Photwnr*** * «*#» 3rd cams J*« w Avum (USH, 
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it 


the carriers planned liy the Royal Navy. 

Bul it goes much deeper than that. There is 
a very Fu repeat! feci to the ship - personnel 
greet each oihcr with handvh.ikcv and every¬ 
one wears egalitarian dark-blue overalls with 
understated insignia and symbols of rank. 

Officer* eat in a room which could easily 
pass for an airy cafe in a modern f*<irkiari 
notch and passageways are not just bright, 
dean and shiny, but positively cavernous 
The aircraft she carries - Super Ltendards 
and Rafales wtikh provided air cover fur 
many Coalition ships, including II MS 
Illustrious - seem to be designed as much Cor 
(heir aesthetic qualities as their capabilities. 

T he French task group commander, Rear 
Admiral Fmn$nk Ouzel, a hospitable 
and charming bosh speak* with great 
pride of the ship - she h on her first deploy¬ 
ment - and the fact she has risen above the 
problems in her early days and proved a very 
capable platform as an integral part of the 
Coalition effort. 

'"We aic very proud to be here on the ride 
of the l fS-kd coalition in company with many 
other allies.- said Admiral Ouzel 

" We are connected within the whole com¬ 
mand system. We meet with Hag Officers, we 
have exchange liaison officers, and depending 
on the wider situation, I relinquish tactical 
control of frigate of supply ships, to the 
Allied task force for as long ;i time as B have 
no specific needs for my national (asks.* 1 
The French air group flies daily, providing 
dose air support (bombing missions), recon¬ 
naissance and air-space control 

"There are many daily exchanges and 
friendships between technical staff on the 
Charles dc Gaulle and bicnnr*." said Admiral 
Ouzel 

"French planes are performing mission* in 


the general schedule, and thev have 
tankkausc Afghanistan is far irom 
so they lank from US and British 

“Wc have sufficient capacity also I 
maintain the skill of the pilot in wide 
and we organise dissimilar aircraft t 
wilh engagement facc-lo-facc hi 
Rafales and F ite, F- 14s and so on. 

There is a more relaxed feel to t! 
than was evident on the American 
- though by no means less professional 
Ixx tn any way. If you were to seek the men 
attractive Gallic stereotypes, you woul 
probably find most of them confirmed i 
this splendid warship 

It was in (bo ('hades dc Gaulle that th 
most immediate examples of the 
nature of the ( Aitkin were lo he found. 

The French carrier has a British naval 
officer as her Fighter Controller 1 - 
the man who guides the air assets 
which protect the Coalition flotilla 
and steers them over Afghanistan. 

Id Jet IVIcr says he is very happy 
on board (nc is hoping to extend bis 
stay by another year), and illustrated 
the level tif international co opera 
tion when he sjxokt: of a recent exer¬ 
cise when be, a British officer on a 
French ship, controlled an air exercise 
with AVKB Harriers from the Italian 
carrier ITS Garibaldi - the two Super 
Eiendards were flown by French 
pilots (although art American pilot is 
on the roster) and one of the Italian 
aircraft was flown by a Texan of the 
US Marine Corps. 

With no fixed wing aircraft on 
Illustrious^ her Air Director was able 
to nip over and see bis French coun 
terpart - 14 Trim Corbett trained lea, 
his predecessor and the French 
exchange officer who was with H M S 
Invincible when they were learning 
their craft at (he RN School of 
Figh ter Control, 


• Even the 40,000-ton FS Charles do Gaulle. pride of the French Navy (above) - which is twice the 
sire of the Royal Navy's Invincible-class carriers - Is dwarfed by the giant 102,000-ton American car¬ 
rier me USS John C Stenttts (beiowy 


The cat and the Greyhound 


Jt 










N OUGHT to 60 in lour seconds? You can 
keep your Porsche* and your Ferrari* - 
the Greyhound outsprinLs them all. 

Okay, so it may not he much to look at, with its I9frffe 
ancestry, bulbous nose and podgy hotly. and the interi¬ 
or is a fink sparse, hut this machine can shift. 

Nimglil to 1MJ in two seconds, to be precise. 

It flics, literal I). 

And crashes to order on a regului husk. 

Because this speed demon is the only practical way 
of gelling <Hit to Ik American nudear aircraft earner 
USS John Shrank. 

The t Jiummiin C-2A Greyhound goes fry the rather 
mundane MMihriqwtt of the COD ('arrier (In-hoard 
Delivery and toons a vital Imk with shore bases. 
Travelling t hi! to the hadkgrrHifi which scour the 
seas for fleeing terrorists is not u simple procedure. 

I he COD keeps odd times - a 5am flight departure 
requires a checkun in the small hours of the night 
liags and passengers weighed, the final pre*flight rit¬ 
ual is a virif to the toilet (Inc COD does not come fit¬ 
ted with such luxuries, despite long flights). 

I hen. equipped wilh lifejacket and helmet, those 
who have made the roster arc walked out to the ramp 
at the rear of the CX)D, which resembka a miniature 
twin-engined l Iciutka, 

Pre-dawn flights mean passengers must grope their 
way to (heir scats m almost total darkness, finding a 
space on one of 20 or so utilitarian metal affaire. One 
row has the knefii of two small jKirihotc windows. 
Strapped in, it is then a question of staving off bore¬ 
dom with a book, while hoping that the aircraft's beat¬ 
ing system is not on as one crew member observed, >1 
ha* two selling,*, rechm or .sauna. 

Did t mention the scats also face hack wank ’ 

But then comfort never did feature high on the list 
id priorities when the initial batch ul these lough little 
planes was first ordered luck in the late Mb to shuttle 
freight and passengers U> the giant American carrier*. 
Rather more important was the ability to land on a 


• Filtpmo crewman Allan Aquino signals to the pilot of a C-2 Greyhound of Fleet Logistic* Support 
Unit 30 (VKC-300 fo start rip his port tngvw on the flight deck of the USS John C. Sfetuits, 

Atn Pharogwrw}t Uuf Jed Oku rttWo rtc (U$Nf 

relatively small deck * and believe me, it does look 
small as you make a final approach - by the time-hon¬ 
oured controlled crash which is an &rrested landing, an 
American invention 

lb achieve this, the pilot drops a hook from the tail 
as the aircraft, lines up with the carrier, and all being 
well, the hook snags one of four arrester cables 
stretched across the flight deck, bringing plane and 
passengers from flight to dead slop in just a few yank 

It s quite an experience - but only the overture to the 
return flight. 

Same routine lo begin with - you are led nut past the 


jet fighter*, missiles and bombs which crowd the deck 
of the StennLs and up the rear ramp of the COD. 

You know roughly what's coming - everyone want* 
to tell the uninitiated about their first 
That's cat as til steam catapult, old 
naval aviation terms - devdoped by the Royal 
but still a very powerful and effective technique in 
21st Century. Powerful, effective and terrifying. 

Wings unfolding, the COD trundles out acrusi the 
deck (you must take that as given, as you can't see out, 
of course), lures, then hall*. 

The passengers - especially the first-timer* - are 


already locked into the brace position; aims crossed 
and gripping the Karnes* for dear life, chin tucked into 
the chest m avoid whiplash. 

TThusc brave enough lo raise their eyes for a second 
see familiar signs: ‘fSasteit seat hefT and *No smoking*. 

Ilicn the Aircrew spin their hand* in the air and 
shoot "Here we goP, and a third light tv illuminated - 
a stark, Wood-red 'CATAPULT. 

There is just pause enough for a deep, deep breath 
as tile engines whine up to full power before a thump 
is felt. A precisnin-enginccred metal hull ndvvtif 
the 24-ton laden plane to the earner has sheared at a 
pre-determined pressure, releasing the catapult, 
Suddenly ytiur hiairt h trying to escape through the 
top of your ticud av the CT>D k flung airng the deck 
The procedure lusts no more than » lew seconds 
from stationary to climbing away in free flight, but it's 
hard to believt:, thmc few seconds seem to Iasi an 
awfully long time. 

You are thrown forward in your seal by the acoelcr* 
alkm, and gtxxlnc^ knows what goes through your 
mind as the COl> surges forward, tear? I3efinttcly* 
Lixliilaration'' FossiWv With a touch of primeval blind 
panic thrown in uyou succumb to immense forces way 
(leyond yuur control. The ultimate roller-coaster, aa 
someone bad warned us 

And then suddenly it k all over, and the COD ix 
dimbtng smoothly to its cruising height as if it was the 
most normal thing in ilsc world 

And. to he fair, it is perfectly normal on an 
American earner they work the four caiapults dozens 
of limes a day. and problems are a rarity. 

Bul as our eyeballs wnk hack into their sockets, and 
our brains peeled away cartoun-like from the inside of 
our skulls and plopped down to their accustomed posi¬ 
tion. the gritted teeth gave way to wry smiles as we 
exhaled those deep, deep breaths and compared notes 
Wild ride. Another tick in the hew m the Ikt of life 
experiences. Would l like another go? No - call me 
okJTashiiHK^l. bul Fm a runway nun, myself. 
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• Noti and the Trident question - as seen by Garland of 

the Daily Telegraph 


I f he is remembered at 
all. John Non will be 
remembered for walk- 
mu out of an interview 
with Robin Day. Most peo 
pie today probably don't 
even remember was the 
interview was about. 

I he former Defence 
Secretary knows it, too. He 
opens his memoir - neatly 
tuned to mark the 20m 
annivefBai) oi the MUandi 
war - Here Today. Gone 
Tomorrow (Politicos £20} 
with a precis of it and says it 
iced -i mailbag ol some 
850 letters, whose “overwhelm¬ 
ing view was that it was high 
time that Robin Day and all 
those other interviewers were 
given their comeuppance**. 

And he concludes nv reflecting 
on “the irony of the fact that I shall 
be remembered only for a media 
event - when I was always uninter¬ 
ested. almost uniquely unskilled 
for a senior politician, and rather 
contemptible of the whole media 
charade.** 

Which was. perhaps, his particu¬ 
lar problem. He was not cood at 
presentation for the general public 
•ind itei bfl arrived at the 
Ministry of Defence in January 
1981 he was viewed with “grave 
suspicion** by the military, too. 

As he says, he docs look rather 
like an accountant - or what peo¬ 
ple might imagine an accountant to 
look like. And he was caricatured 
in the press, through his produc¬ 
tion of a Defence Review that was 
seen to impcnc a particularly heavy 
burden on the Navy, “as a sort of 
hatchet man, a Treasury stool 
pigeon**. 

He insists that he never saw his 
role as purely that of controlling 
the money, though. The central 
point of his book about which he 
says he could till a vkok 

book of iLs own - is his determina¬ 
tion to transfer resources away 
from ships, tanks and aircraft into 
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• Nott's Navy cuts - as seen by Tugg Willson’s ‘Jack’ 


weapon systems and ammunition 
in general, and Trident missile* in 
particular. 

“Lying at the heart of the 
Defence Review was the appalling 
fact that, at that lime, our forces on 
the Central Front had less than 
one week of ammunition stocks 
with which to resist a high-intensi¬ 
ty assault by conventional forces 
over the German plain ... In the 
halklands campaign, a very minor 
skirmish compared to wh.it wc 
would have seen on the outbreak 
of a Third World War. we actually 
consumed almost the whole of our 
missile stocks. 

“The shortage of ammunition 
stocks to meet a high-intensity con¬ 
flict was a disgrace, partly brought 
about by cheese panng at the mar 
gins each time the Ministry of 
Defence vs.is asked to reduce 
expenditure." 

In these circumstances, Nott was 
highly dubious over the chances of 
heading back a concerted attack by 
the Wirsaw Pact - at least on land, 
presumably. 

“ ... unless wc had been able to 
interdict SUCCCSsfulK the second 
echelon uf their forces - and that 
was primarily a job for air power - 
it would have been nearly impossi¬ 
ble, in my view, to stop them reach¬ 
ing the Channel port*, such was 
their conventional superiority over 
NATO in tanks and men. 

“Would we have released battle¬ 
field nuclear weapons? Who can 
say? We certainly did so in our 
exercises, and fortunately the 
Russians were aware of our inten¬ 
tions .. 

The problem was how to stop 
nuclear escalation from battlefield 
10 fcitcil to strategic nuclear 
weapons and since the USA had 


no cause to defend Europe if that 
threatened the destruction of their 
own cities, the UK's independent 
nuclear deterrent provided added 
security for Europe. Hut by 1982 
that deterrent was in need of mod¬ 
ernisation. 

“Just as I was putting the 
Defence Review to bed. the new 
Reagan ;idministration announced 
that they were abandoning the 
existing Indent I infrastructure 
and going lo Trident II. This pre¬ 
sented us with a serious dilemma. 
We did not wish to he on a differ¬ 
ent wflfiom torn ttfi.it oi tin- 1 nked 
States; il would have meant us 
keening pmduction facilities going 
in tnc States at huge risk and cost 


T rident II how 

much more expensive 
than Trident I - where 
were we to Hod the 
money? An equally dramatic turn 
of events arose when wc discov¬ 
ered that the existing Polaris sys¬ 
tem. which still had 15 years to run, 
needed a substantial upgrade cod¬ 
ing something like ON) million if it 
was to remain credible to the 
Soviets 

“This was also hugely expensive 
at just the wrong time. Fortunately, 
by reshuffling cash flow we were 
able to fit Trident II into the pro¬ 
gramme and also upgrade Polaris. 
It was one of the trickiest decisions 
that wc were called upon to make 
in my time at Defence. 

I think that lYidcru m ikes .»ur 
country safe and independent for 
.it Icasi the next 20 year*. It is only 
part of our defensive structure, hut 
it remains the ultimate guarantee 
of our freedom** 

The Naval Staff asked for the 


cost to he spread equally over the 
three Services - and when Nod 
rejected this request it became 
another source of Naval grievance. 

I did tor several reasons 
First, the Royal Navy was responsi¬ 
ble for the operations and running 
costs of Pdlaris. the existing (letter- 
cnt. Secondly, as a pure question of 
financial control and responsibili¬ 
ty, it had to be pari of a single hud- 
eel 

“Wc could not have the Royal 
Navy running Trident - and then 
the Army and the Air Force carp¬ 
ing about the iii.magcuunl .nut tlx. 
exist. 

“Thirdly, the nuclear deterrent 
had always been a single-Service 
responsibility the \ir Force being 
in control of the early air-launched 
deterrent. And finally, as Trident 
was the United Kingdom's most 
valuable defence resource, I want¬ 
ed the high quality and manage 
men! dedication of the Royal Navy 

continue 

At even this short distance. 
Nott's preoccupation with the 
threat posed by the former Soviet 
Union - which the Navy fully 
shared - seems almost surreal. 

But it was real enough at the 
time - and though times have 
changed to produce a threat that is 
all the more chilling for appearing 
to he much less containable, his 
standpoint is deserving of consid¬ 
eration. 

As is the way with the memoirs 
of politicians - especially “maver¬ 
ick 1 * ones - Nott’s account is 
inevitably self-justifying. Hut it is 
not altogether self-serving 

It b an amusing and often self- 
critical read - he may look like an 
accountant, hut he doesn't write 
like one. 



Lucky 

strike 


On December 26 1939 HMS Triumph was on patrol in the 
North Sea when she struck a mine. This blew away 
some 18ft of the bow - but fortunately did not set oft 
any of the eight torpedoes that were loaded and ready 
to fire The layout of the tubes can clearly be seen, with 
six tubes reloadable from inside the pressurised hull 
and a further two external tubes above. 

- From 100 Years of Royal Navy Submarines by Jeremy 
Flack (Airlife £19.99) 
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W ar at sea. 1340. 

This depiction 
of the Battle of 
Sluys comes 
from a late 
15th century illuminated 
edition of Froissart's 
Chronicle and although the 
men-at-arms wear armour 
in a style of a later period it 
conveys many essentials of 
the action: 

• The advantage of 
shooting from above 
enjoyed by men in the fight¬ 
ing tops. 

• The threat of drowning 
for those who lost their foot¬ 
ing leaping from ship to 
ship. 

• The incredibly crowded 
quarters with no room for 
retreat or escape. 

A critical aspect of the 
battle not adequately 
shown, however, is the all- 
important fight for fire supe¬ 
riority between low-born 
English longbowmen and 
French and Genoese cross¬ 
bowmen that went far to 
determine the outcome. 

The sources for Sluys are 
vague about the move¬ 
ments of the English fleet of 
Edward III. All we know for 
sure is that the two fleets 
sighted one another late in 
the afternoon of June 23 
and that the English some¬ 
how managed to work their 
way around the French dur¬ 
ing the night to attack from 
the north-east at dawn. 

In this they were aided by 
the nearness of the summer 
solstice which allowed them 
to navigate by twilight 
throughout the evening. 

That advantage aside, 
King Edward's fleet was 
very much a mixed bag and 


it is unlikely that all of his 
ships proceeded by the 
same route or arrived at the 
same time. 

What is clear is that the 
core of his war fleet 
attacked at dawn with the 
sun dead behind them. 

A last minute change of 
course was needed to 
extract full advantage from 
the sun's blinding rays. 
Edward, suitably advised, 
gave the appropriate orders 
- and the rest, as they say, 
is history. 

For the French misinter¬ 
preted the manoeuvre, 
believing the English were 
withdrawing. They sounded 


their horns to signal the 
attack and were apparently 
in some disarray when 
Edward struck. 

The ensuing battle resem¬ 
bled a siege, with the ships' 
castles and bulwarks sub¬ 
stituting for siege towers 
and crenellated walls. 

By the end of it, the 
French had lost 190 ships 
and 16-18,000 men-and the 
invasion threat was elimi¬ 
nated while English armies 
were able to move to and 
from France more or less 
unimpeded. 

The story of how the 
English and other European 
navies came to dominate 


the sea and thus become 
the first ‘world powers" is 
told in the sumptuously 
illustrated Galleons and 
Galleys (Cassell £25) by 
John F. Guilmartin Jr. 


ScreenScene - by Bob Baker 


GET YOUR 
BOOK PUBLISHED 

IIitc you ur your family a Mury you 
wuk lo share? Ixl HIM*produce it 
Our specialist publishing service will 
nan the highest profeiwMl MndanK 

Bernard Ihimford lYiblishini* 

I hr Old Museum. Braabrr. Went Wmuk 
BN44 JWF- l'oiled 
lcl IIW X14677 Fu: 01901 BI4653 


Periscope Publishing Ltd 

Pmdrn.rr* «4 the acvlaurwd uim filim 

‘Wracks of Operation Deadlight* SWU 
‘The M)drry of HMS Affray* 

• Wreck* of the Battle of Jutland* 
Titan*\ MNtcr. IIMliS Britannic* 
‘U-Boat Wreck* of WWT 

n«Mk Mm mi 

mwnmm bM> to. *1 wa (Or, M *U XT i'rrnmrj 

\tallahir for tlaJW Each Id 017.16.1307*9 
vnt \c.|MriMO(H’|nililisliin^cnm 


NAVAL AND MARITIME 
BOOKS BOUGHT AND SOLD 

LAROt STOCKS • MONTH1Y CATALOGUE 

SMOPOPUH 14-4 (SATURDAY 10 1} 

SEN0 FOR FREE CATALOGUE 
Frank Smith Man time Books. 
98/100 Heaton Road . Newcastle 
Upon Tyne. NE6 5ML 

_ Tetephon. 0 H 1 8333 _ 


To reach a hugo reading 
audience... 
...Advertise here! 
Ring Advertising Dept on 
023 9272 5062 


All the President’s 
men dragged out 
his war story 


H is reputation has taken Mime knocks in 
the years since his assassination, hut in 
his own time the personality, if not the 
administration, of Pkcfktem John R 

Kennedy was unassailable. 

Pan nf the Kennedy appeal lay in his status as 
wounded war hero and it was only a matter of time 
before Hollywood and the White Mouse jointly con¬ 
cluded that a movie based on that part of his life might 
be mutually advantageous. 

The result was Pi 109. an ill-fated production as it 
turned out, still available on video and wonh a look 
for its curiosity value. 

Lt Kennedy was skipper of the flimsy FT boat for 
which the film was named. During a nighl action it was 
sliced in two by a Japanese destroyer; the survivors 
were able to swim ashore on the nearest island where 
they lay low for several days, living on a diet of green 
coconuts, then rc-locating to a neighbouring atoll to 
avoid Japanese patrol boats. 

Eventually Kennedy managed to get a message 
(carved on a coconut) to an Australian coastguard. 


who arranged the men’s final rescue. 

The anecdote takes 140 sometimes tedious minutes 
to relate, and while the leadership and resourcefulness 
displayed by Kennedy arc admirable qualities in life, 
on the screen such uncomplicated, unrelieved splen¬ 
didness does come to seem a little lacking in human 
interest 

Still, the picture always looks good, the action 
scenes arc well staged in a bltxxJIcss, Hoys Own Haprr 
sort of way, and Cliff Robertson (hand-picked by the 
President to play his younger self) underplays the 
heroics as tactfully as any actor could under the cir¬ 
cumstances. 

It was a troubled production, with one director 
resigning halfway through, apparently because of 
excessive supervision hy politicos and studio heads 
alike, and a scries of delays caused hy illness and wild 
weather (location shooting took place off the Florida 

The film was released in July l%3: the critics 
yawned, the public mostly stayed away. In November 
the President arrived in Dallas, and a page of history 
turned 


HP HOOkHNDF RS: Established 
professional service locating oul 
of print titles on all 
subjects. No obligation or SAE 
required. Contact; Mosslaird. 
Brig O’ Turk. C allander. FKI7 8HT 
Tclcphone/Fa* (01X77) 376377 
marlin(Ahp-htNArinders.eo.uk 

“IIMS. GANGES (The final 
farewell) . . video. Ideal birthday 
/surprise present. Documentary 
includes all aspects of GANGES 
b ef or e demolition. One tear jerking 
hour of nostalgia, produced 
by JOHN DOUGLAS author 
HMS GANGES (Roll on my 
dozen!) & HMS GANGES (Talc* 
of the T.R.O.G.'S.) S.A.E. details 
Douglas Hse. Pcnmanh Redruth 
Cornwall TR16 6NX 


Hell ships 

of the 
high seas 


IN WORLD War II at sea all sides stand accused of lapses of con¬ 
duct which had appalling consequences for their hapless victims. 


In Waves of Hate (Pen & 
Sword Hooks. £19.95) Tony 
Bridgland includes the controver¬ 
sial second patrol of the submarine 
HMS Ibrbay ( her scaind-in-com¬ 
mand Paul Chapman's account 
was published as Submarine 
Torbay, by Robert Hale in 19K9) 

Hut he devotes nearly a quarter 
of his hook to the Japanese “hell 
shins" K.tyuko. Kachidoki and 
Lisbon Maru 

These - among many others - 

MMrih fh 

Ships from Hell (Sutton £20). in 
which Raymond l^imont-Hrown 
concentrates exclusively on 
Japanese war crimes on Inc high 
seas. 

Hoth these hooks make com¬ 
pelling. if uneasy reading. More 
than 140,(XX) Caucasian POWs fell 
to the Japanese. Many were 
shipped for slave labour lo the 
main islands of Japan, crammed in 
airless holds and stricken with dis¬ 
ease. 

Countless Allied troops and 


civilians died in these conditions at 
sea. while 2.000 of tgheir number 
were used as human guinea pigs 
for biological experiments. 

Sick, starved, suffocated, lor- 
lurcd. massacred when they 
became a nuisance or killed when 
the unmarked transports were 
bombed by the Allies, the prison 
ers experienced unbelievable hor¬ 
rors. 

Of the 2.21K prisoner-slaves who 
sailed as a half-sufTocated cargo 
from Singapore in the Rakuyo 
Maru and Kachidoki Maru, only 
758 survived. 

Of those who survived the sink¬ 
ing of the Lisbon Maru. many 
more died of disease during the 
Inst winter o! captivity in Japan. It 
is impossible to know exactly how 
many lost their lives in the East 
(lima Sea or on land subsequently 
.is (Ik lafMMBC kept no records. 

Many of the men responsible for 
these war crimes were never 
procsccutcd and were integrated 
into Japanese society after the war. 


IIMS HERMES 1923 & 1959 

H f Netl VM art 

F or the finl lime in uoc volume, here are the 
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1950s and 60%. throw gh to the Falkland* campaign 
and ialn the Indian Navy where the Iasi Hr mu j serve* as INS Vi root There arc I )7 
photograph*, including seven in colour and a foreword by Hear Admiral K A. Snow, 
the Hrrme»' last CO Hardback with fall colour laminated dust jacket 
Price £24 plus p&p. ISBN I 901225 05 4 
A ho Mill Available in Hardback: 

HMS VANGUARD 1944-19*0 BRITAINS LAST BATTLESHIP £19.95 ♦ PAP 

HMS KAGIJ? 1942-I97X IIX.95 ♦ PAP 

HMS VICTORIOUS 1937-1969 £21.60 ♦ PAP 

IIMS C ENTAUR 1943-1972 £16.95 % PAP 

THRU AKk KOYAl.s I9.1X-I999 QIjW 4 PAP 

th;fr. lion a blare: 1942-19x6 121.50 4 pai* 

II I I M KIOI S & IMIT.Af'ABI.F AIRCRAFT CARRIERS £25.00 4 |»AP 
fVasc add £2JO pAp for the UK A IT or £4IX) for »\iridwidr wtat mail Payment hy 
sterling chninr. postal mki. o hy VISVMAVI1 K( AKI> Tdn6nc/I ; it orders atkntnl 
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Roval Naval Association 


Profitable 
year for 
Hereford 
branch 


REPORTING at the Hereford 
branch annual general meet¬ 
ing, S/M Ken Matthews, trea¬ 
surer. said it had been the 
most profitable year ever. 

Fund-raising by members 
raised sufficient cash to 
enable donations of Cl .000 
each to be made to the 
Central Chanties and 
Pembroke House, with smaller 
donations to Naval charities. 

Chairman S/M Nigel Tngg, 
who was re-elected, congrat¬ 
ulated members for this effort 
and their work on behalf of 
the branch resulting in much 
publicity in the local press. 

There was praise for branch 
president S/M Roy Wood for 
his support and as national 
council member for No 7 Area. 

Roy, now retired, was hon¬ 
oured with the award of life 
membership. 

Vice chairman S/M Bill 
Sabel was voted Shipmate of 
the Year, and it was 
announced that S/M Shirley 
Dutton was to be Vice 
President 

S/M Margaret Trigg, the 
branch Public Relations 
Officer, was declared 
Associated Shipmate of the 
Year, and there was a certifi¬ 
cate of appreciation for S/M 
Betty Sabel. 


Members gear up 
for Perth gathering 


Busy programme for 
delegates and partners 


ITS FULL ahead for 
Scotland and the RNA's 
annual national conference, 
to he held in the City Hall. 
Perth, on Saturday June 22 

The weekend programme 
for the visitors kicks off on 
Friday evening with an infor¬ 
mal social in the City Hall. 

A basket supper - chins with 
everything will he available, if 
l>u ordered, .it • 

Wives arid sweethearts not 
attending conference will not be 
lost for things to do on Saturday. 

Depending on bookings, tncy 
will have a choice of three coach 
trips. to Bdfabmh Stirling or 
through scenic Perthshire it 1 i '(' 
a head. 

Once conference ends and the 
day’s business is done, delegates, 
wives and guests can dance the 
mght away in the City I lall. to the 
superb heat of the Royal Marines 
dance hand. 

A basket supper will he avail- 


'A compelling, sometimes 
terrifying acc ount of a ship in 
action’ - Sundu> Mcrcurs 


‘It should he recommended 
reading for all maletoLs* - Serving 
Royal Navy rating 


THROUGH FIRE 
AND WATER 

Ardent’s remarkable ^alklands story 

V 



Signed by author Mark Higgitt ■ £15 (inc P&P) from 
Mainstream Publishing. 7 Albany St. Edinburgh EH1 3UG 
0131 557 2959 or enquiries@mainstreampublishing.com 





Well placed in the heart of Mayfair, the Naval Club 
provides a comfortable and secure environment where 
members can feel at home. 

The (dub has a range of reasonably priced bedrooms, with 
special weekend rales. The magnificent Dining Room is 
open for all meals, and private function and meeting 
rooms arc available. 

i It is NOT necessary to have been a Naval Officer to 
become a Member. Wc welcome all those with an interest 
in maritime affairs and the sea in general. 

Ladies welcome, both as members and as guests. 

For more information visit our website at 
www.navalclub.co.uk or contact 
Lommandcr John Prichard, Royal Navy, Chief I _xecu live, 

on 020 7493 7672, Fax: 020 7355 2644 

email: cdr^navalclub.co.uk 




able. Tickets for the dance arc 
£(>.50 a head. 

On Sunday morning, shipmates 
will muster at 1015 ai Thimblcrow 
II and 

led nv the Royal Marines kind - 
pat.iik U> St John's Kirk for a 
church service. 

After the service, at whieh the 
standard of Grantown-on-Spcy 
will he dedicated and that of IVrtn 
branch rcdctiicatcd. there will be a 
short march-past, with the salute 
to be taken by Perth Puwosl and 
Hag Officer. 

Hectic times 
for Clacton 

MEMBERS of Clacton-on-Sea 
branch have been kept fully occu¬ 
pied recently, with a quiz night 
proving popular - particular for 
the winners, the Ttxwcy TWitts. 

Two minibuses were needed to 
transport members to a concert by 
the Koval Marine Band at the 
Koval Hospital School, Holbrook. 

The branch was very proud 
when secretary S/M Jan king was 
presented witn the Roger Eittnn 
Trophy for her work in organising 
the 2001 conference at Clacton, as 
well as her efforts for the RNA. 

Another terrific effort rewarded 
was that by S/M Pttcr Piper, who 
received a Royal British Legion 
medal for his fund-raising for 
Poppy Day - last year Peter gath¬ 
ered f 1.408, and £1.368 the year 
before. 

Mighty efforts 

'THE mime of the hard-working 
Public Relations Officer of the 
Gloucester branch who has now 
retired is George Austin, (icorgc’s 
successor is Wendy McKinnon, 
who can be contacted on 01453 
547495 



• Shipmate Syd Martin receives a gold medal from the Lord 
Lieutenant of Cambridgeshire, James Crow den, who is 
patron of the Peterborough and District RNA. 

Gold medal for Syd 


A STALWART member of 
the Peterborough and 
District branch has been 
rewarded for his outstand¬ 
ing service to the Royal 
British Legion. 

S/M Syd Martin was pre¬ 
sented with a gold medal by 
the Patron of the branch, 
James Crowden, the Lord 
Lieutenant of 

Cambridgeshire. 

Syd has been the branch 
Parade Marshall at 
Remembrance Parades and 
Services for the past 20 


years. 

The branch has also 
announced the death of 
S/M John Steel, a Chatham 
rating who Joined the Royal 
Navy in August 1944 until 
February 1946 . 

John was a leading can¬ 
teen assistant (Naval 
Canteen Service), serving in 
the Far East, and receiving 
the Burma Star and war 
medals. 

John died on February 
13. 


George dies aged 101 


SHIPMATE George Ricker, 
the Association's Grand Old 
Man of the Sea, crossed the 
bar on February 28, just I wo 
months short of another 
notable birthday. 

lie would have celebrated his 
102nd birthday on Apnl 28. and he 
may have considered this as had 
timing, as he enjoyed company 
and believed firmly in a tot at 
noon each day - sometimes two. 
or more. 

Never one to boast about his 
Naval service, he served in ships 
such as (he battlecruiser Hood, 


whose mimes echo over the years. 

Other vessels in which he served 
indi ted tbs hnflteih t p IIMS 
Ouccn Elizabeth, the cruiser HMS 
Suffolk, the light cruisers HMS 
Dispatch and HMS Calcutta. and 
the V-dndcstri si i Vann ► 

He bad good memories of 
them all, especially the 
Ramillies, which he 
described as ‘a peach of a 
ship.’ 

George joined the Navy in 1915. 
retiring in 1945 as a Chief ERA 

Self-sufficient and independent, 
he enjoyed life, and cared for him¬ 


self for many years after the death 
of his wife. He had no children. 

Admitted to hospital about a 
month before he died, he must be 
the only NIIS patient to have the 
following on his hospital notes: 
“George is to have rum at noon 
every day.” 

He left hospital to he admitted 
to a nursing home, where he died 
ten days later. 

Highly-regarded by his fellow 
shipmates of the Grantham 
branch, and all who knew him. he 
is survived by his hmthcr and 
nephew. 


Sods Opera 
proves a 
super show 

SHIPMATES from all points of 
the compass enjoyed a superb 
Qpm prateood hi York 
branch and stage-managed by sec¬ 
retary S/M Mick Farrington. 

Considered their best ever, it 
boasted some thrilling vocal num¬ 
bers by the prima donnas’ of the 
WRNS Association and a surprise 
*act’ by some real-life Royals, priv- 
n uled by M.i| Nick Holloway, of 
the Royal Marines Division at 
Ixconficld. 

Members now look forward to 
their Jubilee party, and to a coach 
trip to Chatham lor a naval week¬ 
end. 

Hearts a-beating 
at club dance 

TO MUSIC from the Frank 
Cleveland Orchestra, with local 
vocalist Martin Wharric. a 
Valentine’s dance organised by 
Driffield branch set hearts a-beat¬ 
ing and thoughts turning to love. 

Held in the town's New Kink, 
the occasion was enjoyed by the 
Mayor and Mayoress, members of 
Bridlington. Ixconficld. Beverley 
and Hull, and friends from the 
Royal Air Force. 

II proved such a success that the 
orchestra has already been booked 
lor next years dance. 

Punjabi survivor 
is special guest 

AT THE Enfield branch annual 
dinner, enjoyed by 90 members 
and wises, the guest of honour was 
S/M David Bravbiook. a survivor 
of HMS Punjabi 

Adopted by Enfield during 
Warship Week, the Punjabi was 
lost in may 1942 aftci colliding 
with HMS King George V. 

This year therefore marks the 
60th anniversary of the ship’s loss. 

Prtiiwrnl SM (Mil 
Phillips, was voted Messmate of 
the Year at the dinner, and S/M 
Rita Mcadcr was Associate of the 
Year. 

Dinner dance 
is big success 

NORTH Manchester branch 
enjoyed a superb dinner dance 
with more than 100 shipmates, 
partners and friends attending. 

At the branch AGM, S/M Jack 
Woods was elected chairman in 
succession to 8/M Frank Hamer, 
who remains as vice chairman. 

Now thoughts turn to prepara¬ 
tions for the St George's night 
concert at the club. 

HMS Aubrietia 

A REPORT submitted to Nary 
News on the celebrations of the 
60th anniversary of the links 
between Horsforth in Yorkshire 
and IIMS Aubrietia contained 
errors, including misspelling the 
name of Glr Mick Grubb. 

A full report on the links between 
the ship and llnrsforth will appear 
on the Nary News website shortly. 


Naval Quirks 

WHEN ADMIRAL BEATTV 
RETURNED T 0 MIS 
CABIN AFTER THE 
BATTLE OF JUTLAND.. 


..HE FOUND THAT THE 
SHIP'S CAT HAD HAD 
KITTENS IN HIS 
DRESS HAT- 

EVIPENTlV brought 

ON BV THE GUNFIRE/ 


'iOU DON'Tj 
SEEM 
IMPRESSED.. 


I'M 

NOT- 




..2t5 battleships herr 

ADMIRAL. .WE APPEAR 
TO HAVE RUN INTO THE 
£fit71AE BRITISH 

grand fleet i 


-I'M SURE SHE 
WASN'T THE OULi 
ONE HAVING KlTTeNS 
THAT DA'/... 
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Standards will 
be high at the 
big showdown 


The highest honour a 
branch standard bearer can 
achieve is to be selected to 
carry the natlOKl standard 
of the Royal Naval 
Association. 

The occasion can vary from 
the splendour of the Festival of 
Remembrance in the Royal 
After! I loll to .m RNA church 
service and parade - and this 
year includes ceremonials 
associated with the Queen’s 
Golden Jubilee. 

To scale such heights, the stan¬ 
dard hearer needs to be fit and 
agile, lie nr she must hoasi impec¬ 
cable standards of drill and knowl¬ 
edge of ceremonial. 

And the eventual winner must 
prove this in Area contests, before 
going on to the national standard 
bearer’s competition, which is held 
every two years. 

This testing event, which is well 
worth attending, will take place al 
HMS Tcmcrairc in Portsmouth, on 


Saturday May 11. starting at 1400 

llosted for the first time by No 3 
Area, the Southern Flotilla, it will 
be masterminded by the area cere¬ 
monial officer. S/M Fred Flood. 

One of the competitors at 
Tcmcrairc will be S/M Tony Avery 
of Brighton and Hove branch, the 
current title-holder, and the bu zz 
is that the competition will be stiff, 
with the finalists of the area events 
having already beaten 20 to 30 
rivals each. 

If S/M Avery succeeds, he will 
be the first person to win four con¬ 
secutive national titles. 

But also in the running is his 
deputy, S/M Ron Brown, who was 
runner-un in the 2000 contest, and 
the third-placed bearer. S/M Joy 
Haskins. But. like the Grand 
National, there is no sure bet. 

The only certainty on May 11 is 
that the trophy will he presented to 
the winners by the Association's 
President. Rear Admiral John 
McAnally. at a social evening in 
HMS Nelson. 

May the best standard bearer 

Will 



The mystery ship In the 
February edition was patrol 
boat MMS Sandpiper. 

The winner of the C50 prize 
for identifying her was Mr R. 
Strickland, of Plymouth. 

This months mystery ship 
has mythological connections. 
What is her name? 

The correct answer wins 
another C50. 


Complete the coupon and aand n to 
Mystery Picture Hsvy A te ws. HMS N«t»on 
Portsmouth POI JHH Coupons giving 
correct snswers wtll go Into i prixe drew 
to establish a winner 

Closing date for entries Is May 14. 
2002 More than one entry can be submit¬ 
ted. but photocopies cannot be i c capMd. 
Do not include anything else in your enve¬ 
lope- no correspondence can be entered 
Into sod no entry returned 

The winner will be announced In our 
June edition The competition is not open 
to Navy News employees or their families 


MYSTERY PICTURE 86 

Name. 

Address. 


My answer 



• S/M Joy Haskins , who came 
third in the 2000 competition. 


Mel is 
honoured 
at AGM 

THERE was a good tumoul for 
the annual general meeting of the 
CARDIFF branch, al which wel¬ 
fare officer S/M Mel Howden wav 
voted Shipmate of the Year for his 
sterling work. 

A social held at Rumney 
Conservative Club was enjoyed b\ 

all. 

The branch meets on the sec¬ 
ond Monday at /Yshgrove Hotel. 
Newport Road. Cardiff, and 
extends a warm welcome to 
RN/RM/WRNS living in the area. 

Service marks 
ship’s loss 

TO MARK the 20th anniversary 
of the loss of HMS Coventry in the 
Falklands Conflict, a service of 
remembrance will he held in Holy 
Trinity church in COVENTRY city 
centre at 11.15 on Sunday May li 
It will he part of the normal ser¬ 
vice, but with standards on display. 

A ftotl 1000 11 ‘»t the awl 

ship's last action will he read, with 
the names of those who lost their 
lives, followed by the Last Post 
and one minute's silence. 

Shipmates in the area arc invit¬ 
ed to attend. 



• Atherton branch president Bernard Leaver (left) presents a crystal glass decanter set to Frank 
Wilson and his wife Doreen. 


Frank says adios 


ATHERTON branch has bid adios to S/M 
Frank Wilson and his wife Doreen, who 
have retired to live in Spain. 

At a presentation held in the Rope and Anchor 
in Atherton, branch president Bernard Leaver 
handed Frank a crystal glass decanter set on 
behalf of the branch. 

Frank, who was a founder member of the 
branch 19 years ago, has held various posts over 
the years, including those of Treasurer and stan¬ 
dard bearer. 

In 1998 he was awarded life membership of 
the RNA in honour of his valued services. 

A former member of the Engineering Branch 
of the Royal Navy, Frank saw service in the Far 


East, Borneo and the Mediterranean on board 
HM ships Loch Killisport, Eastbourne and Hardy. 

He also served on board the submarine HMS 
Andrew. 

A former marathon runner, he has completed 
almost 30 races, including five London 
marathons, five North-West marathons and the 
Espana marathon in Benidorm. 

Prior to taking early retirement he worked for 
Northern Aviation Services at Manchester 
Airport 

The Atherton branch of the RNA, which for¬ 
merly met at the Atherton Sailors and Soldiers 
Club, now meets on the second Thursday of 
each month at the Greenfields Private Members 
Club, Wigan Road, Westhoughton. 



TARIFF FOR 2002 

unchanged 


We are open to al 
Membership is available to ALL 
years' service and to their 


The Merchant Navy Hotel 
19-21 Lancaster Gale. London W2 3LN 
Telephone 020 7723 8831 Facsimile 020 7723 4702 
E-mail reservations@mnhotel.org.uk 
www.mnwb.org.uk 
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M one vwise 



ToPaS provides a 'no expense' accident 
compensation recovery legal service to MoD 
Service and civilian personnel nationwide. 

For decades our caring professional team 
has recovered millions of pounds annually for 
victims of every type of accident. 

We handle minor to catastrophic injuries. 


CONTACT THE SOLICITORS WHO SPECIALISE 
IN PERSONAL INJURY ACCIDENT CLAIMS 



BETESH 

FOX&Xp 


SOLICITORS 


0870 998 9000 

E-mail ToPaS@beteshfox.co.uk 
www.ToPaS.org.uk 
www.beteshfox.co.uk 
Fax 0870 998 9100 

Member* of the Low Society Personal Injury Panel 
ond the Association of Personal Injury Lawyers 



Some companies offer 10% off 
their motor insurance 

(one car only) • If you insure two cars with them! 

To really save money try TF Insurance Sen/ices 

Our mystery shopping reveals that we can save an average of 30% when we compare the 
total cost for the two cars! 

We can’t guarantee to be 30% cheaper every time (sometimes we may save you even more!) 
To find out how much we can save you call The Free Number below, or email us at: 
SaveEvenMoreMoney^tfinsuranceservices.co.uk 
Or you can visit our website at: www.tfmsuranceservices.co.uk 

The Free Number 0800 389 1798 


URANCE SERVICES 


(MorvFrt95 Sat 94) 

For training purposes your call 
may be recorded 

Momow Of t*»uranc* Standard* COuned 


• MEM Cooke passes a rescued "baby" over to LWRN DSA Salty Donnelly at the Distex site at 
FOST Plymouth. The ship's company of HMS Ark Royal are being put through their paces to 
make sure they are ready to deal with civilian disasters around the world. 
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SEPARATING OR DIVORCE PENSION ADVICE 

Specialist legal advice to Naval Personnel for: 
CONVEYANCING mc\a/ O 

WILLS. PROBATE & TRUST MHfk HbW & 

MATRIMONIAL & FAMILY mW [CLOVER | 
CHILDCARE 4^00 

PERSONAL INJURY 
CLINICAL NEGLIGENCE 
OCCUPATIONAL ILLNESS 
MENTAL HEALTH 
CRIME 

FREE INITIAL ADVICE IN MANY CASES 


www.cofhnmew.co.uk 


Call 01329 825617 or 023 8033 4661 


FORCES 

EX-SERVICE PERSONNEL 


WOUNDS? DISEASES? INJURIES? 
CAUSED BY SERVICE? 

also 

ALL PERSONAL INJURIES CLAIMS 

You may be entitled to 


COMPENSATION 


CALL THE CLAIMS SPECIALISTS!!! 

CALL FREEPHONE 
0500 22 20 22 NOW!!! 

THORN COMPENSATION SERVICES LTD • MARSH HOUSE 
92A MARSHLAND ROAD • MOORENDS • DONCASTER DN8 4SZ 


DEBT PROBLEMS? 




Are your outgoing* more than your income? 

Are your creditor* threatening you with: A charging order. 
Court summon*. Solicitor*. Bailiffs. Attachment of earning*. 

If you can answer ye* to any of the abose. then contact us 
non for free and confidential advice that get* result*. 

Telephone our professionals on 01329 515532 

WELLBEING SERVICES 

providim; io b i aoLtmops to isomne vsd » \mii ii s 

nww »nmMNi.snv* tscimk, 


To advertise on our Finance pages 
Tel: 023 927 25062 or 023 927 24226 


WORRIED ABOUT DEBT? 


Sot) 

LM 


Are you constantly worrying oboul DEBT? 

Is DEBT affecting your performance at work? 

Is your family under pressure 
through DEBT while you are oway? 

Worried about Commanding Officer involvement? 

H you (an omoct YES to any of the abo»e. then please read on 


IF YOU'RE IN DEBT 


Are you paying more Than £500 per month on your credit cords, store 
conk, unsecured loons etc. We will reduce this to less thon £200 per month. 

PLUS YOU WILL BE DEBT FREE WITHIN 5 YEARS 
GUARANTEED WITHOUT TAKING MORE LOANS 

Strict confidentiality assured • No employer contort We employ EXArmed 
Forces personnel as counsellors, who understand through personal 
experience the stress of the job with DEBT! 


CM 


I A P C X 


08451201040 

www.apex-debt-help.co.uk 


DEBT COUNSELLORS ANO MANAGEMENT 


Separating, Bereaved or 
Aquiring/Selling Property? 

Need Help or Legal Advice? 
Contact:- 0845 601 1260 



The Forces Legal Network 


www.forceslaw.com 

For a free 30 minute 
initial diagnostic 
interview with 
Lawyers experienced 
in the Armed Forces 
who speak your 
language 



on’t Waste Money 

on separate Motor Breakdown Cover 

Save Money 

our competitive Motor Insurance Rates 
automatically include 
Motor Breakdown assistance!!! 


FOHCfcS , 


Motor Insurance 

TTxy Sptx 4/ikr*t for M M Forccm 
and M.O.D Feruonnof 

Motor Insurance 


Home, Contents & 
Military Kit Insurance 


Travel Insurance 


Life Insurance 


el: 0800 074 9402 

Open 365 days a year 

Sam tH 10pm Monday Friday 9am til 9pm Saturday ft Sunday 

Tha Manor Houee. K) Si Margerots Omen, tpawcfr Saffofc P 4 2 BS 
To* ( 01473 ) 211961 Fa* ( 01473 ) 213896 
E-mqrf enAoeOtor ce ndva c t co uk www forroertroct co 
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What other motor insurance company would believe you? 


Most 'high street’ insurers don’t really understand what you do 
for a living. So in the event of a claim there may be instances 
where you might not be covered. 

NAAFI Financial knows exactly what you do for a living, and our 
motor insurance is designed especially for people like you. You’ll 
find our cover automatically includes benefits most insurers 
would charge you extra for or fail to cover, making our motor 
insurance a lot cheaper than you think. So if the unthinkable 
happened to your car, you can be assured your claim will be 
sorted out quickly and efficiently. 


Call us now for a free no-obligation quote. We are now open 7 
days a week. Or pop into your local NAAFI Financial branch. 


Save more money with our multi-policy discounts 


Kit + car insurance 

2 or more cars 

10% discount 
on your car insurance 

10% discount on 
your main car insurance 


For your free radio call us now, quoting reference: N14 A* 

00800 76 76 77 77 (free from the UK & Germany) 
+44 1603 205 209 (from rest of the world) 

www.naafi-financial.com 


YNAAH ^ 

.financial\ 



NOBODY KNOWS YOU BETTER 


Calls may be monitored and/or recorded NAAFI Financial »s the trading style of Warrior Group Ltd. Insurance is underwritten by Norwich Union, a member of the General Insurance Standards Council. 
Sub|ect to status. 

*For policies due to be renewed with another company within one month of your quote request Offer available while stocks last Limited to one free Clip-on Scan Radio per person when taking out 
a NAAFI Financial Motor Insurance policy Please allow 28 days for delivery 










THE TIME OF 
YOUR LIVES 


NAVY NEWS looks back through its pages to recall 
some oi the April headlines of past decades ... 



• HMS Jaguar celebrated Navy Days in Ethiopia in 1972. 

40 years ago 

A photo of a ship model appears on the front page of the 
April 1962 edition. The vessel? The new assault ship under 
construction by Harland and Wolff. With a helicopter plat¬ 
form and tailgate to allow flooding for landing craft. Fearless 
takes shape as the future for the Royal Navy. 

30 years ago 

The Red Sea saw an unusual gathering of guided missile 
destroyers from the USA and Russia, a French frigate and 
minesweeper, Sudanese and Ethiopian vessels and the anti¬ 
aircraft frigate HMS Jaguar from the UK. This mixed fleet 
gathered at Massawa to celebrate Ethiopia's annual Navy 
Days with Emperor Haile Selassie. 

20 years ago 

Finally, the two branches of Naval nursing personnel were 
brought together into a unified service, allowing men to enter 
the QARNNS (Queen Alexandra Royal Naval Nursing 
Service). As part of the change, the title Sister was lost to 
become the gender-free Nursing Officer. 


Promotions to Lieutenant Commander and Major RM 


Appointments 


Lt Cdr J.A. Lawler to 801 

Squadron as CO on 15 Jan 02 
and granted higher rank of 
Acting Cdr. 

Lt Cdr C.P. Smith to HMS 
Pembroke as CO on 16 Jul 02. 

Lt Cdr C.D. Thomson to 
Naval Party 1016 as CO on 14 



1901*2001 


Last year saw the Royal Navy s submarine 
centenary and to celebrate that milestone. 
WARSHIPS IFR has published a special edition 
(£8.50 ♦ P&P). The 52 page A4 book is packed 
with 101 superb images of Bntish submarines, 
from the early Holland Class boats to nuclear- 
powered vessels of today and tomorrow. 
“ Specially commissioned artides tell the full 
story of RN submarines m action from 1901 to 
2001. For further details about this excibng 
publication contact us via the WARSHIPS IFR 
web site or at the address below 

HPC Publishing, Drury Lane, St Leonards-on-Sea, East Sussex, 
TN38 9BJ, United Kingdom. 

TEL: 00 44 (0)1424 720477 FAX: 00 44 (0)1424 443693 
www.warshipsifr.com 




All NEW 
subscribers to 
Ship of the Month 
will receive 
6 FREE postcard 
size pictures to 
kickstart an 
exciting and 
interesting 
collection of ships 
of the Royal Navy 


* Ship Of the 

I Month 


ONLY £10.50 FOR 
12 MONTHS 

To receive information 
on this offer and a full 
postcard list of ships of 
the past and present 
write to: 

The Business Manager, 
Navy News, HMS Nelson, 
Queen Street, 
Portsmouth, P01 3HH 
Or online at 
www.navynews.co.uk 


Warfare Branch 

Lt D A. Bassett; Lt G.J. Birse. Lt 
N. Brian; A/U Cdr TM. Byrne; Lt 
C.P. Canning; Lt S.G. Capes; Lt 
K.S. Carter. Lt D.J. Cnmmen; Lt 
P.A. D Arcy; Lt G.J Davison; Lt 
N.P. Doyle; A/Lt Cdr M.G. Dunne; 
Lt D W Easton. LI N P Gibbons 
Lt P.R. Gray; Lt I.L. Harper; Lt 
J.R Home; Lt N.A. Jacques; Lt 
A.G. Lamb. A/Lt Cdr G.J. 
Langrish; Lt M P A. Marsh; Lt N J. 
McTear; Lt G. Miller; Lt P. 
Momson; Lt P. Mould; Lt P.D. 
Nash; Lt PP Pitcher; Lt D. 
Pledger; Lt A D.H. Ftackham; A/Lt 
Cdr T.G. Reilly; Lt G.L. 


Deaths 


Sergeant Paul Andrew ‘Curley' Owens, 
45 Cdo RM February 2. 

CPO Leslie Ord. RFA Sir Galahad. 
Served since 1978 Aged 47. March 1 
MAt Matthew T Clarke. HMS Drake 
March S 

LI David W. Christta, HMS Dryad March 

14. 


Rear Admiral Terence Ridley. 

Spectabeed m manna angineanng at 
Dartmouth Steps include Exeter. Fiiodrakc 
Indetabgabie. Ark Royal Worked on SeeaMa 
anti-aircraft guided mrsade at RAE 

Famborough then managed naval weapons 
engmoenng branch Deputy leader of 

Dreadnought Project lawn m 1962. com¬ 


May 02. 

Lt B.R. Dickins to HMS 
Raider as CO on 26 Feb 02. 

Cdr J.J.F. Blunden to HMS 
Newcastle as CO on 10 May 
02 . 

Brig J.B. Dutton to 

Headquarters 3 Commando 


Richardson; Lt P. Richardson; Lt 
M Roberts A/Lt Cdr S.A 
Seward; Lt R.P. Skidmore, A/Lt 
Cdr N.R Slocombe. Lt M.D 
Smith; Lt A.B.D. Smith; Lt G 
Soar; Lt S N Sparkes. Lt R L 
Suckling; Lt R.M.J. Simon; Lt J.S 
Wallis. Lt S.J.Wmdebank 

Engineering Branch 

Lt J J Bailey; Lt S.J Ball; Lt S W 
Benn; Lt K.T. Bradshaw; Lt T.E 
Cheshire; Lt M.J. Cooke; Lt A.G 
Craib; Lt J.M Daly; Lt DJ.M 
Doull; Lt S Dunningham; Lt S 
Elliott Lt J.D.J. Guttendge; Lt 
C.G Harwood; Lt P A. Holden; Lt 
J.M. Ireland; Lt D.L. Jones. Lt 


cult «A commandoes Also served xi RNVR 
el Hornet. Ftot.tta 11 al Felixstowe Aged 82 
Henry Swain. Served from 1943. *i con¬ 
voys to Murmansk Architect and writer of 
Return to Murmansk Aged 77. January 7 
William Kirby AJgennes Association 
Served xi Rowena January 15. 

Charles W Dean. Algamos Association 
Served at Moon January 16 
Cecil W Farley Algonna 
Served * Mary Rose January 25 


m Plymouth As Rear i 
Admiral. Rceylh. xi 1966 Rebred 1972 Aged 
86 December 25 

Sir Arthur Hethenngton DSC. In 1941. 
iomed RNVR to serve m the Fleet Ax Arm 
Flew from armed merchant cruisers and aux- 
Aary aircraft comers servmg at tee Indian 
Ocean and on Arckc convoys Loft service os 
LI Cdrin 1945 In avifcan Wo largely reapcrn 
»bto for reorganisation oI British gas industry 
and chairman. British Goa Corporation Aged 
90. February 16 

LI Cdr Sir Ion Clark Hutchinson Joxied 
RN os a cadet xi 1916 later as s Lt tpe 
nsteed at novel technology of torpedoes, 
rebrod at 1931 RecaBod ai 1939 to Vie Naval 
Ordnance Inspection Department 
Conservative MP lor Fdnburgh Weal. 1941- 
59 Aged 99. February 2 

Freddie Bourne. Served xi Motor 
Torpedo Boats (MTBa) with Coastal Forces 
during WWtl Commended MTB 344 ai 17 
rotes of France and Channel islands ndud 
atg on Caiquf lighthouse. Qpecaaon 
Ague twit m the Bata do la Seme near 
Cherbourg, and tea raid on a German patrol 
at Sark teat resulted at Hater s order m ex* 


Brigade Royal Marines as 
Brigade Commander on 30 
Apr 02. 

Cdr C.l. Reid to HMS 
Victorious (Starboard) as CO 
on 9 Apr 02. 

Lt Cdr P.D. Burke to HMS 
Splendid as CO on 2 Jun 02 
and granted higher rank of 
Acting Cdr. 

LI Cdr N.J. Chapman to RN 

Gibraltar as Officer in Charge 
MDCon 15 Jul 02. 

Lt Cdr T.l. Chrishop to 
HMS Dumbarton Castle as 
CO on 23 Apr 02. 

Lt Cdr P.N. Olive to HMS 
Ledbury as CO on 27 May 02. 

Lt W.R. Peters to HMS 
Puncher as CO on 20 May 02. 

Lt Col T.J. Bevis to 45 
Commando Royal Marines as 
CO on 7 Jun 02. 

Cdr S.P. Hardern to HMS 
Kent as CO on 30 Apnl 02. 

Lt Cdr D.R. Mugridge to 
HMS Lindisfame as CO on 8 
Jul 02. 

Maj I.M. O Donnell to 847 

Squadron (CHFHQ) as CO on 
9 Jul 02 

Cdr R.A.M. Brown to Fleet 
Waterfront Organisation 
Devonport as Captain DD/FF 
on 18 Mar 02 and granted 
higher rank of Acting Captain. 

Cdr The Hon Michael 
Cochrane to HMS Chatham 
as CO on 6 Aug 02 
Lt Cdr D.A. Cunningham 
to 771 Squadron RNAS 
Culdrose as CO on 9 Aug 02. 

Lt Cdr J.K. Garratt to HMS 
Leeds Castle as CO on 27 Aug 
02 . 

Lt Cdr J.A. Gray to HMS 
Penzance as CO on 23 Jul 02. 
Cdre N.D. Latham to HMS 

Sultan as Commodore on 18 
Jun 02. 

Acting Cap! G.C. Thomas 
to HMS victorious as CO on 
27 Aug 02 

Lt Col W.E. Dechow to 
UKLFCSG RM as CO on 2 
Aug 02. 

LI Cdr H.A.H. Merewether 

to HMS Inverness as CO on 1 
Dec 01 

Lt Cdr A.V. Swain to HMS 

Roebuck as CO on 4 Jul 02. 


S.P Keeley; A/Lt Cdr S.N Lees; 
Li S.L Malkin. Lt L.C. Mason. Lt 
D.S. McCabe; Lt S.J. McCarthy; 
Lt M P McLachlan Lt C.P. 
Moores; Lt D. Patterson; Lt T.E. 
Price, Lt N I Radboume; Lt J C 
Reed; Lt S.L. Shaughnessy; Lt 
MM Solly; Lt K.J.M. 
Stephenson, Lt N R Taylor. A/Lt 
Cdr A.L. Thomas; Lt M.J. Walker; 
Lt R.F. Warr; Lt N. Weaver; Lt 
B.C. Wells; Lt M R W. Wrenn; Lt 
A W WykJ 

Supply Branch 

Lt A S Arnold; Lt S.M. Barratt; Lt 
J.W. Bower; Lt PR. Dariow; A/Lt 
Cdr J.R. Dean; Lt E.L. Hall; Lt 


Submarxies include Tabard. Excafcbw. 
Ttrcto** Anchorite and Anckew Later rasa to 
WO RAAF Sumarmars Association 
Amtrafc.1 Agad 63. March 4 

G LHtey. ax CPO TASl HMS Cosaack 
1945*47 and 1950-53. arte Constance 
Cossack Ganges. 6th Destroyer and Ton 
Class Aaaooabon Also Sea Cadets Ipswich 
T Hoy. ax AB RP3 HMS T 


E. farmer, ax AB HMS Bnssenden 


Served xi Anforvs January 26 

Jack Bolton AJgennes Association 
Served xi Serene 

Stanley V. Allen KgoL Served m WWH 

on HMS Windsor during Dunkirk evacuation 
also North arte South Attar be Convoys 
Commosttnad m 1943. meted Combated 
Services and commanded Major Tank 
Lancftng Craft Left RN m 1946 Aged 82 

Donald Groom, ex leading Airman 
PioTs Mato Served 1954-61 Eaeex Fleet Ax 
Arm Assooabon. founder member February 
3 

Roy Chick Manley, ex Fleet Ax Arm 
Apprentice Served 1940 54, nckxkng sec 
nndment to RAN and served m HMAS 
Sydney xi Korea Aged 76. 

Roy Butcher, ax Float Chief Aircraft 
Mechanician Angus branch Fleet Ax Arm 
Association Served 1947-74 Stops include 
Ark Royal. Centaur. Ateton. Hernias Ax sta 
tons Gannet Sea Hawk. Nuthatch and 
Condor 

LI Cdr Albert Samuel Lynch. Served 27 

K . s ervi ce xicktees impregnable. Iron 
Nortofc Newcastle Jamaca Russia 
convoys, Hague Edwardo Navigator 
School. Survey tiup Upper Yardsman's 
Grange HMS Hawke Warnor Daedalus 
Tamar (Kowloon). Barrage, Pembroke Dock 
Drying Team Aged 79. January 29 

Harrod George Bridge, ex CPO Stoker 
Ships include Cardiff RopuJso Renown. 
Kent and others. Self taught haxdreeser and 
mandekn-ptayer on ai his ships Agad 97 
Edward Ring, ax AB Patrol Service 
Served on Drifter. Ben. Lucy and BYMS 
between 1940-45 February tl 

Timothy Frank Downey, ex Leedxig 
Stoker Served 1941-46. Reserve 1946*53 
Stops ndudo Grey Seal Bnfcant Paladin 
December 20 

Charles Chaa’ Hipton. ex AAI Raleigh 
Dryiaxm Served 1944-68 Stops xicktee 
Eagle tote Hermes Aged 74 

Lt Harry Howting. HMS Cheviot 
Association. Loch Fade Association 
February 

Ron Chick' Fowte. ax CPOSM Served 
1947*70. Stops xicktee Broadsword 
Birmingham Dieppe Cygnet. Truetovo 
Bermuda. Marakoga. Bulwark Aged 71. 
December 18. 

Edwin Tod' Savings, ox CPO Coxswain 
Mtedtosex Submanners Association founder 
and oldeet member Served xi submarines 
P555. Nobofsa Starfish Oxley Porpone 
Regent. L56 Aged 96. February 13. 

Guy Gus’ Gardiner TS Aretousa and 
Ganges Victory Parade Tokyo 1945 Many 
shpo ndudng 8 years n aubmamas aa tor¬ 
pedo instructor Aged 73. January 22 

Jamea Berwick HMS Cheviot 
Aaaoctabon February 11. 

Eric Chaney. Served m Arckc convoys 


C.F. Weekes. ex PO HMS Bntsondon 


Terry Terence' Rowland, ex UCk. 
Served 1966 93 Last posting CMOSC HMS 
Heron Aged 46 

Peter Clegg. HMS Cornua Comrades 
February 9 

Dennis Brown hill. HMS Comus 
Comrades Aged 75. December 10 

LI Cdr Gilbert H Spradding Served 
1926-56 Served xi Renown Courageous. 
Blanche and Resource tho latter two during 
tee Abyasxwin War Pato&hne Cnsia arte 
Spanish Crvi War awarded NGS< Palestine) 
Medal Also Funous and Formteabte. whore 
Mentioned xi Oeepelchee. toaowed by Tyne, 
given MBE Fxiai stop. Wtortwind Aged 90 
Harold Smith, ax Stoker Stops Drake. 
Vctory and Formteabte February 

Norman Hartford, ex POM(E) Served 
1950 67 Last stop ML2840 Aged 71. 
February 13. 

LI Harold Alfred Clark (Elect). 

Greenwich school boy from 1929 to St 
Vxicent then Vernon Stops xicktee 
Formidable Saints Vivacious. Concord. 
Boxer and Bvnxngham Part of Coronation 
ProcsaAon 1963 January 8 

Simon Price Served from age of 16 to 
September 2001 left as Petty Officer One ol 
longest serving members of Portsmouth 
Command Fan Gun Crew running » tones 
sxice 1961 Served xi Far East. America, tee 
West Irtewe. teo Guff arte tee Fofclandt 
Sups include Rhyl Berwick Bristol tetropte 
toncbi arte Scott Aged 41. February 17. 

ASSOCIATION OF RN OFFICERS 

LI C.W.J. Bedford RNVR Served 
Copra 

LI WH. Bethel I Served St Vincent 
Pembroke Peregnne Safeguard and 
Cotongwood 

LI Cdr HF. Bond. Serv ed Isis. 
Peregnno Mertxi Wotte Preaxtent. Tamar, 
Napfuna and Cochrane 

Capt O.E. Bromley*Martin Served: 
Devonshire Capetown Eagle. 

Byrsa Mnccury tl. Sueeex “ 
and NATO 

LI RA. Ellis. Served Hornet and St 


Glasgow, 
and HM 


cycle designer Agad 77. 

Lt Cdr Thomas Hand. CO of Bryony 
1942 45. ateo Ttetagai Cosfle NO ol Cam** 
Served xi Russian convoys. Attankc convoys 
supported on Pedestal, and xi the 
Medrterraneon shepherdxig convoys Aged 
88 February 8 

twt* ^v*PP^f nByfirOfrO vTllllgiTi DfvOKCe. 

ex CPO Coxswaxi Served 1948-72 Stop* 
xicktee Si Vincent. Wrangler Montdare 
Dryad Dxteom. Ceylon. Victory Dototon 
Conotan Dixteas O etts i op h on Loch Fyna 
Ftoyai Arthur Blackwood Keppet Lowestoft 
Tenor Aged 69. March I 

John Moran, o* AB Served xi Loforey 
1941-43 February 9 

Allan Peter Ooc' Finlay, ax LMEM 

Served 1977 85 Stops xicktee Juno 
Alacrity Ptymoute Aged 41. February 1 
Joe Valerio, ex CPO Coot EL Served 
1850-72 Ships xicktee Hornet. 
Newkxxtetond Forte Diana Newtounnanrt 
Assooabon Aged 69 February 5 

Reginald Thomas Tug Wilson. Jcoied 
RN at age 17 Shps include Hero. Foresight 
Hart Hardy Abe r dare Troop stop 
Somersetshire. Tuscan. Tyne. Danae 
Mastodon arte ExceOent Also served xi 
MeRa. Singapore end wXh The Palestine 


M . 1 


Jan Kufanowicx John Kay Polish tea¬ 
man. aemed xi ORP Grom, ORP Pwrun 
Wounded survivor Norway. Russian convoys 
sinking ol Btftnerck. 0 Day invasion of 
Europe tOtn D eM royr FloMte kM nn aa n n 
Ron Maynard r »cr>fnJ m Aahenb 
Norwe g ian campa^n. Russian convoys. 
North Africa MecMenanean convoys D Day 
xiveaion of Europe FtM Tnbal Asaocaakcxi 
Cdr Cyril Bsgguley HMS Belfast 
Association Served xi stop as Gunnery 
Lieutenant 1959*61 February 23 

Stanley Saunders, ex Petty Officer 
Served 1939-48 Served an Orton at tea bat 
tte of Matapan and tee battle of Crete Stop* 
xicktee Fencer. Pxnpemel. Octavta. Btyteo 
Aged 78 March 7 

Andy Morris. E/X Fast Minelayers 
Association, Northern aeckon Survivor oi the 
smkxig ol HMS Laiona Agad 85 

Norman Syers. Yotkshxe West Rtexig 
branch. Russian Convoy Ckib White Ensign 
Association Ships include Forester and 
Cotton Aged 78. March 2 

George Bartlett, ex leading S*g 


M.N. Hanson; U R.P Hams; Lt 
N L W Hart; Lt D J.H Malms; Lt 
R.J. Scandlmg. 

Royal Marines 

Capt P. Best; A/Maj P.J. Bourne; 
A/Mai T.H Good ridge; /VMai S.F. 
Smith; Capt PJ. Underwood 

Female non-specialist 

Lt J.A. Mayell 

Medical Services 

Lt T.H.C. Bradtord; A/Lt Cdr I.M 

Dell; Lt N Wagstaff: Lt A.P. 

Walton. 

QARNNS 

Lt V.S. Ferguson. 


Stanley V. Allen. Lt RNVR Stecup Padre. 
DVA Padre Served 193946 Stops xicktee 
Royal Arthur St Vincent. Wxteaor. Fkptey 
Archer Aged 63 February 

John Napier. Csrlnto Service included 
Exeter (Hattie of tee River Plate 1939) 
Ettoburgh. Rupert. Ctoef Butler on Cafe and 
al Nuthatch RNAS Atohom Also served aa 
MOO Pnice Aged 82 March 8 

John Steel, ex leedxig Canteen 
Assistant Peterborough Served 1944 46 
Served xi teo Far East received Burma Star 
tote War medals February 13 

Betty Eyre. Associate. Wakeheld 


Irene Holloway. Associate. Wakeheld 


Bernard Daley. Associate WakefoM 
February 

Janies Chapman Sfepton WW1I veteran 
HMS Vesper Assoaokon February 15 
Don Kmgedon. ex REL(A) Gravese n d 
HMS Anal Asaocaakon March 9 

Tom Ponder, ex Royal Marines 
Cambridge HMS Cumberland, member 
North Russia Club Aged 79. February 28 
Norman Nick Burl, ox Ctoef ERA 
Mrtcfwn. Monton and W mbhteon Served 
19444J9 Served xi RapxS and Jamaica teen 
20 years xi submarines Sas Scout. Sleuth. 
Turpei. Tr e nch a nt. Aktomey and Ambrose 
Submamars Aaaoctelion. Manor Aged 74 
Henry Harry Hanson Associate. 
Normch Aged 74. February 17 

H. Bates, ox Stoker Mechanic North 
Manchester. President Stops include Norton 
March 9 

H Rowe, ex Leedxig Signal Competed 
Ops 1ST LCM December 22 

Lan M. Ctough, ex AB Liverpool Russian 
Convoy veteran HMS Opportune 
Association. North Russia Club March 4 


Commissions 


Lieutenant Commander RN and Manx 
RM commission transfers effective 
from 1 May 2002: 

TO MEDIUM CAREER COMMISSION 


Badger, 
ixy. Victory 


Cdr R.P. Fitzgerald DSC. Served 
Dido. Flamingo. Batttoaxe. Juiand. 
Submarxias Thrasher, Varragron 


Cdr CD Hodgkineon. Served Mercury, 
Me bourne. Anef. Terror and Coflxigwood 
Lt Cdr B.C. Hutchinson. Served 
War spite Windsor. Talbot President. 
Consort Eagle Woodbndgo Haven. 
MaxHtone and Victory 

Surg Cdr O.B. Jack MB Chb SorvtxJ 
BakJur Jamaica Ocean. Fulmar. Adamant. 
SandertoiQ. Loctonvar. and Naval Hospital 
Chatham 

Lt Cdr R.M. Jackson. Served Ballast. 
Rodney. Nannc Bulawayo Vanguard. 
Jupiter Terror and Bxnvngham 

Cdr R E.D.A. James. Served Waraptte. 
Bntanma 11. Queen Ek/abeth. Hannteai. 
Presteent. Devonshxe Victory and Daedalus 
LI M.A.H. Janas. Served Vanguard. 
Vernon Ceres. Osprey end Dolton 
Second Officer M.C.P Turner WRNS 

ROYAL NAVAL ASSOCIATION 

Jsen Vowtes. Qrenfwood wedare otkeer 
Eileen Wilson WRNS Brentwood 
Edna Carter. WRNS Bmofwood 
Lan Corcoran. Brentwood, tornwr chex* 
men 

Stan Boud. ex Seaman Gurmar 
Gloucester Served with 17th dasBoyar 
squadron on tee Murmansk Run 

Barry Shilling*ord Stourbridge, assoo 
atemerrtoer February 2 
C.IC Sleep. exPOS 


Surg Lt Cdr S A Bland. Surg Lt Cdr A L 
Pimpslnarkar; Surg Lt Cdr H D 
Shnmplon Surg Lt Cdr D P Wrirtehouso 

Dental 

Surg LI Cdr R J Leyshon 

TO FUa TERM COMMISSION 

Warfare Branch 

L! Cdr S.J Daw LI Cdr N R Gnffm; U 
Cdr J H Mare; LI Cdr J A Lawter. LI Cdr 
J A Newall. It Cdr M Reed LtCdrG A 
Richardson. LI Cdr AM TMnn. Ll Cdr 
B J S Wheal on 

U^drJ^Foster. Lt Cdr K Hope. U Cdr 
IR Underman U Cdr M A Richardson 
LI Cdr S J Taylor. Lt Cdr D J Waflaoa 

Supply 

iJCdr S.W.L Williams 

TO FULL CAREER COMMISSION 

Medical 

Surg U Cdr D J. Connor, Surg Lt Cdr 
MJ Cranor. Surg Cdr M C Evershed. 
Surg Lt Cdr G A. Matthews. Surg Lt Cdr 
K M Rawal. Surg Lt Cdr K M Rickard. 
rJ.E South. 

Streets 

Dental 

Surg Cdr S.E Howe; Surg LI Cdr N R 
TumbuN 

QARNNS 

Lt Cdr SJ Spencer Lt Cdr CM A 
Williams 


Swap drafts 


Branch F union 


date bearei tor 10 years Served 1939-46 xi 
Korea Stops meted© Anson Sw4tsure and 
Black Seen February 5 

C C Brown Wdbech. treasurer Served 
xi BYMS 1B6 and Mn.te mxiosweopora 


John Tugwet. Weston-super -Mare 

Ken Cross, ax RM Weston-super-Mare 

Ronald Edward Groom. Fleet Chief 
Writer Enfield former secretary and stand 
bearer Served 1955-79 Served m Cheteem. 
Loch Putever. Dotphm Warner Centunon 
Ganges sod FOF2 Staff Aged 62 February 
28 

George Tucker, ex Ctoef ERA Grantham 
Served 1915-45 Stops include Oueen 
Eluabate. Hood. SuNc* Dtspaich. RwiMhes. 
Calcutta raid Vanuck. Up to toe daete. tos 
daffy routxw xiduded a tot at rum Agad 101. 
February 28 

H. Doddemeede TraBord. chairman 
Stops tnduda Rodney Rodney A&soookon 
Aged 77 February 

Reginald Martyr. CaerphAy Aged 82. 
February 25 

Charles T. Johnson, ex AB Srdcup 
Served 194246 Mamfy tandxig craft Ctoar 
Lewisham SCC und lor many years 
C o mmtte e member Bexley and lovmham 
SCC Aged 78. February 


LWTR A. Whetdon. Contact Drake UPO 
9375 68051 Draft NP1061 (Bosnia) 
through draft on compietton WA swap lor 
any Devonport shf>. depteyvig or not 

POWEA S Brett Contact SFM 
Portsmouth. 9360 25499 Draft Gloucester 
WA swap for any Portsmouth Type 23 
SA1 McLaren Contact and draft 
Cumberland unU May 2002. deploys June, 
mobie 07866 631873 WA swap tor any 

■ or not deploying any area 
_ 'rice. Contact Nelson 
UPO. 9380 26421 Draft 
Muetnoue. 4 Jixi 02 (long reM from Oct 02) 


stop deploying r 

LWTR David Price 


dcotowia or not 

(STl&dd. Contact Drake 68326 Draft 
EdnOurgfi 20 May 02. as a LCH Fxsl Aid 
framed WA swap lor any Devonport based 
•top. deploying or not 

WSTD M Webster. Contact Austnous 
ext 644 Draft Aftson. Jun 02 WA swap tor 
any Portsmouth based stop 


Ratinge seeking to swop drafts 
must meet the requirements of 
BR14. xritet# 0508. In particular, 
they should be on or due the same 
kind of service - tee or shore: have 
time to serve in their current draft; 
be the seme rets: end be of similar 


made on Form C240 to HDD. 
Centurion Building. 
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• RUNNERS UP: (L-R) Megan Mikel, Shuctra Ghosh, Laura Milne and Katie Low at the 
Letts Educational Challenge finals at Cambridge 


Kingswood School Unsdown, Halh, BAI5RG 


Tel: 01225 734210 Fax: 01225 734305 

c mail: registrar*? kmgvwtxxl.huth.sch.uk 


Continuity of 


w.kingswood bath sch tik 



for boys and girls aged 
3-18 in one of Bath’s finest schools 

HM Forces Discount for Boarding (ages 7-18) 



Portsmouth 
High School 


THE LEADING INDEPENDENT SCHOOL FOR GIRLS (4-18) 

Drop-in Morning: Tuesday 25th June 10am-12pm 


Centro of academic excellence 

Outstanding personal, social and 
health education in a caring 
and nurturing environment 


Highest levels of achievement in 
a wide variety of sport, music and 
drama 

Competitive and affordable fees 


• Excellent information technology • Encouragement of maginative 
provision deas. exploration and discovery 

Because sbe’s iwrih It 


For further information and a school prospectus, please contact the 
Admissions Secretary: © 023 9282 6714 0 023 9281 4814 


VRr offer a safe, structured 
and vibrant environment 


in ubicb each member 
of our community can 
flourish and devehtfl 



0 admisstont(o'por gdsf net 0 www gdst net portsmouthhigh 


(iiki.y Dm SonT sun 


Financial assistance available In the s enior school. 


Reg Chanty No 1026057 


RYDE SCHOOL 

with UPPER CHINE 

HMC Co-educational. 2 l h - 18 years 

Promoting achievement within a happy and caring environment 

* Weekly/Full Boarding or day places available * Good tcachcrpupil ratio 

* Outstanding academic results * Strong music, sport and drama 

* Uirgc Sixth Form offering a wide range of options 

* Thriving Nursery, Pre-prep and Junior Department 

For a prospectus or an appointment lo see ihe school, 
please contact the Headmaster, Dr N J England 

Ryde School with Upper Chine, Owen’s Road, Ryde, Isle of Wight, 
P033 3BE. Tel: (01983) 562229 Fax:(01983)564714 
Email: schooLoffice@rydeschoohorg.uk 

Ryde School is a Registered Charity No 307409 



Education 



Island 
school 
stays 
in tune 


Second 
prize for 
four from 
the High 

FOUR pupils from Portsmouth High School’s Year 11 
came second out of over 8(X) schools taking part in the final 
of the Letts Educational Challenge last month. 


Megan Mikel, Shuctra 
Ghosh, Laura Milne and Katie 
i-ow first catered fbe internet- 

based competition in early 
February, having to correctly 
answer as many questions as 
possible on certain GCSE sub¬ 
jects in 15 minutes. 

Several teams of Year 11 
pupils were involved and at the 
end of the first round the 11- 
team were in the top ten in the 
south eastern region. 

At the end of the next round 
the school received a phone 
call to say the H-team’s score 
of 152 correct answers was the 
best in the region and they 


were invited to Cambridge for 
the final. 

Following an early lunch the 
eight finalist teams met to do 
battle. It was an exciting and 
tense afternoon with almost 
every game being decided by a 
margin of two or four points. 

Inc High School won their 
quarter final, then managed to 
win the semi-final on a tic- 
break - but were then narrow¬ 
ly beaten in the fiBtl by a 
school from Greater 
Manchester. Each of the girls 
received £50 worth of vouchers 
and a souvenir T-shirt - and 
£750 for the school. 


RYDE School with Upper 
Chine on the Isle of Wight is in 
good voice lately. 

The Choir sings regularly in 
Island churches and Ii.in been 
invited to perform at St Paul’s, 
Salbbufj and Winchester 
Cathedrals. 

Last summer the musical ‘My 
Lair Uidv’ played lo full houses 
in Ryde Theatre. 

Ryde is a non-selectivc co-edu- 
cational school The Junior 
School takes pupils from age 3-11 
and the Senior School from II- 
IN. Most of the 720 pupils live on 
the Island and attend daily, 
though arou 

ly or full hoarders. These arc 
accommodated in comfortable 
and spacious surroundings at the 
Rcmbridgc campus - formerly 
Bern bridge School. 

This year the A-lcvcl puss rate 
was 92 per cent. 71 per cent of 
entries above C’ grade. 

And at GCSE level 97 per ccnl 
of entries were grade C or above. 

The boys enjoy rushy, athlet¬ 
ics, hockey, basketball and crick¬ 
et and the girls’ main snorts 
include hockey, netball, athletics 
and rounders. Particular success 
has been seen this year by 
Jonathan Blacklcdgc. who fin¬ 
ished fifth in the UK under 17 
cross-country championships. 



UK LEADING INDEPENDENT SCHOOL OFFERING 

20% REMISSION 

OFF BOARDING FEES FOR HM FORCES, * 
CHILDREN & GRANDCHILDREN OF SEAFARERS 

Co-ed Boarding & Day 3-19 years (Boarding 6+ years) 

A TOP UK SCHOOL FOR GCSE & A-LEVEL RESULTS 


We think there are 3 important points, above all others, that make Queen 
Ethelburga’s your ideal choice as the boarding school for your child. 

Firstly, we understand the needs of service families and seafarers as we 
have been serving their needs for over 80 years. We have experience in 
ensuring your child will settle well, be confident and successful. Our campus 
is safe and away from city centre problems. Secondly, our boarding facilities 
are the best in Europe. Every bedroom has direct dial in/out telephone, voice 
mail. TV/Video (on timer), music centre, hot drink facilities and much more. 
Many bedrooms are ensuite. Our house parents are friendly and caring. 
Thirdly we are a Sunday Times 

Top UK Senior School for GCSE and A-Level results 
UK Top 100 Preparatory School for Academic Results 

We have invested over £17m in new facilities and offer a huge range of 
sports, music, equestrian, and recreational facilities. Over 95% of our 
A-Level students go on to University. Telephone for a prospectus, video and 
details of special 20% Remission. (Email: remember@compuserve.com) 




QUEEN ETHELBURGA S COLLEGE 
Thorpe Underwood Hall, York. England. 
Tel: 08707 42 33 30 
Web: www.queenethelburgas.edu 


Easy to 
get to by 
road, rail & air. 
10 minutes 
from AIM 
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Mayville Chinese Day for cancer care 


MAYVILLE High School prides 
itself on the theme days it holds to 
raise money for local and national 
charities. iW Pre-Prep and Junior 
School will hold a dedicated 
C hinese Day in aid of lircust 
Cancer Care. Past pupil Penny 
(iuffick wilt walk the tircat Wall (if 
China for the charity. 

Mayville decided to support 
IVnny hy holding a mufti day where 
.ill pupils may wear either 
traditional Chinese clothing or 
bring in something Chinese. 

It is a tradition at Mayville to 
ate and embrace other 
cultures. The pupils learn from 
textbooks and also first hand from 


our many students of different 
cultural backgrounds. 

Mayville is unique in its small 
family atmosphere, where each 
person is treated as an individual 
with their own special contribution 
to the life of the School. 

The girls and hoys arc of 
different academic abilities, 
sporting aptitudes and creative flair, 
but they come together to make the 
vibrant, earing community that is 
the* secret of the* School's suox*ss. 

Success comes in many forms 
and not just academic. 'Hie School 
came first in the National Si John's 
Ambulance* competition this year. 
We now have our own dedicated 


after school club for those who wish 
to participate. 

the Senior Girls won a national 
story-writing competition run hy the 
I ion King and Puffin Hook (luh to 
write .1 class Ntois describing a dav 
in the life of a pndc of lioas in the 
African savannah The prize will he 
a trip to the Lyceum Theatre to see 
the 1 jon King 'musical and a once in 
a lifetime experience of a backstage 
km. 

Mayville** Dyslexia Unit is 
recognised for its excellence, and 
the School has a programme for 
gifted children. The School is a 
member of the BDA and was 
awarded an upgrade of the Unit by 


CreSTfcD to join only 30 schools in 
tii i k with i>i s t.i'i* 

There is not a [xisvf.nl entry into 
Mayville, hut we do seek to 
maintain balance within a class so 
that children of all abilities arc able 
to succeed 'Hie Sc lo w *1 
accommodates 350 boys and girK 
from 2 to lb years of age. 

Mayville is proud of its links with 
the Royal Navy and Royal Marines. 
Situated close lo Portsmouth's own 
Naval Base, our Schcvil is open 
trom Kam to 6 pm 5(1 weeks of the 
year. This provides before school 
and after-school cover. Holiday 
activities encompass drama, 
science, sport and art. 


Wellington 

School 

Wellington. Somerset TA21 8NT 




• independent (HMC) co educational day and baording school 10-18 years 

• highest quality pastoral care and outstanding academic results 

• generous service bursaries 

for further details, please contact the Bursar 
Cdr. R 0 Coupe OBE RN 

01823 668800 

admin © wellington-school.org.uk 

R#g Chanty No 310268 to provide quaWy educator lor ch*J«en 



Mayville High School 


Small claim rmunng iimIivkJujI anmtion 
A tirong academic monJ nuclient (X3F. mulu 
A urtitg hui tliariplinnl mvitonmmt 
An numuve curriculum 

I h-Jnu Unit ujppnrt« thoar ndw need onc toonc mrtlimrmrnt 
Individual program mo for iIkmc who nerd e* termor 
Raya and (*1911 taught •rpuratdy for the core uahjeett 
A wide range of ipom on offer 

Kxcrilem opportunities for (hue with a dramatic bent 
Musk and An future strongly throughout the trhoo! 

Itmct children mou welcome 

Refotr and after nhnul cover Sam - 6pm 

School holiday Miivitio mcompawinp I Hama. Scimcr. Spom and An 
Our Nunrry u open from Sam until 6pm M) weeks a year 
School transport available from fanwnouih. Hading Island & (import train 
and ferry trrmifuh. Farrtum. Havant. Vatrrlnnvilr. Oiichctlrr and mmi 
umoundin, GW* N. 2MH7 


MAWll.l I IIICiH SCHOOL 35 ST SIMONS ROAD. SOI I If SI A P05 2l*f 
PIIOM 023 92~3 



• Cadets from Wellington School visit HMS Ark Royal. 

Ark welcomes 
Wellington 


EARNER this year, a number 
of Year III cadets from 
Wellington School Combined 
Cadet Force (CCF) were lucky 
enough to be invited to visit 
IIMSArk Royal at the 
invitation of Cdr Stephen 
Greenwood, a parent of one of 
the cadets. 

~Wl* rarely gel the chance lo visit 
a real warship, let alone an aircraft 
qjnrfaf* w.i' the response of one «>f 
the cadets on hearing of this 
exciting visit. 

Lt Cdr Steve C arter RNR. a 
physics teacher at Wellington who 
accompanied the cadets, was 
delighted that dies were able to 
have an individual guided tour of 
the warship by the Commander 
responsible for air engineering. 

The cadets were treated to a tour 
of the Ops rooms, the magazine, 
bridge, typical accommodation and 


the wardroom. IJh .7 also enjoyed 
the thrill of standing on the edge of 
the ski-lift and the view kioking 
iknvn the runway. 

Cdr Greenwood rounded the 
visit off with tea and buns, plus an 
outline of his career and all (he 
places the Navy had taken him. 

Also on the trip was Lt Stephanie 
Iiiasc (C’CF). a nioh>g) teacher at 
Wellington who was doubly keen to 
come as her brother serves on Ark 
R 0 v. 1 l 

A firm link has now been 
established with the ship and die 
cadets will folkiw the Ark's future 
progress with rapt attcntkm! 

lncre arc over 200 cadets in the 
CCF at the school which includes 
both Army and Navy. Open to all 
pupils from Year 10 and above, the 
cadets have varied weekly training 
sessions as well as challenging 
advcntuic training courses during 
the holidays. 


-t 



We’re proud 
of what we 
build here 

If youcl like to find out more about why we arc in such demand, 
please phone for an individual appointment. 

You will be made most welcome. We award service bursaries. 

♦ New boarding house with en-suite facilities opening in the new session. 


Robert McDonald, Junior One pupil. 


LOMOND 

SCHOOL 

Helensburgh 

10 Stafford Street. 
Ilelenshurgh. 
Argyll & Bute 
GK4 9JX. 
Telephone: 
(01436) 672476. 



edu^aff <>n 

Mortal keck ta the UR? Mortal Oenw? 
Itat ym ctata mrncm •dBCJiMJt mrnm? 
Cmltaiii laardiai Sekvei tdacatloa? 

SCE(Uft) tor FREE adrlca ted w»»irt 
Tot: 81988 818244 Mil: 94344 8244 
Far 81980 818245 Mil: 94344 8245 
•■ail: Ma8.Bca.akMitaat.flov.ak 
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Climbing high 
with West Hill 
Park scholars 


Embley Park looks for potential 


WEST Mill Park Preparatory 

School offers a first class 
education and a wide range of 
exciting opportunities for 
children from 2 Vi to 13 years. 

Year K children him: risen to the 
challenge of a high ropes leadership 
course. 

In addition, they have been 
whisked away on the annual French 
Exchange to st;iy with families in 
llritanny. 

Strengthening our links with 
France. Year 7 have just returned 
from a four day artistic, cultural and 
histone expedition to Pans where 
they followed in the footsteps of the 
Impressionist painters. 

Children from Years 6, 7 
and 8 excelled themselves at 
the end of Christmas term in 
an outstanding performance 
of the musical. ‘Oliver!’. 

Now the Year 3 and 4 children 
arc in the midst of preparations for 
their production of Mini Bugs’. 

On the academic side, the 
children are working hard towards 
their major exams to secondary 
schools. 

Even ut this early stage. the 


I leadmastcr is ahlc to congratulate 
Mead Ikw Matthew Hopkins on 
being awarded a major musical 
scholarship at C'anford School in 
Dorset anJ Peter Gwynn on his 
academic scholarship to Kadlcy 
College, Oxford - just two ot a 
variety of academic, art and music 
scholarships lulled for this year. 

In sport, tennis is gaining in 
popularity and 15 jxipiis will he 
strengthening their game hy 
attending a week-long training 
camp in Club l a Manga. Spain, at 
the beginning of the Raster 
holidays. 

Whether your child is 
academic or interested in 
art. sport or drama, West Hill 
Park will certainly ensure 
that your child receives an 
excellent education in an 
exciting and well-balanced 
extra curricular programme 
of activities. 

You arc welcome to visit the 
School or ciwnc along to the Open 
Day on Saturday, May II, from 10 
in the morning to 12:30. 

Contact the School Registrar for 
further information. 


EMBLEY Park School is an 
educational trust, conducted hy a 
board of governors, which seeks to 
provide an educational, social and 
moral grounding for young people 
which will set them free to he well- 
rounded individuals with 
confidence to face the world. 

Embley Park School prides itself 
on Ilv .it'llits to develop pole ill r< I 
through . individual care and 
attention. The friendly atmosphere 
and excellent team spirit is 
frequently commented upon by 
visitors and given the location of a 
* state. I mbtey Park 


provides a safe and caring 
environment in which your child 
can develop. 

The School was again included in 
the ’ lop Schools’ list for A Level 
results in the national press, despite 
the School’s very wide ability range. 

Value added a| GC&E was 
calculated at 147 per cent, while 80 
per cent of all grades awarded to 
the School's candidates at GCSE 
were A* to (*; 52 per cent of all pass 
grades at CR'SI were A*. A or B 
grades From the Upper Sixth, 
some 85 per cent left for degrees. 

As well as full and weekly 


hoarding, the Senior School offers a 
day boarding facility so that a pupil 
may be collected during the 
evening, after tea and prep 

A total of C15 million has been 
spent on capital building projects 
over the last tWO years Em 
includes a new purpose-built Junior 
School and Theatre or Assembly 


Hall. 

The Headmaster, David 
(hapman. says: “I hope you will 
aimc and see the School for 
yourself. You may meet some of 
our boys and girls - they arc our 
best advertisement.” 

Embley Park is a registered 
charity to'educate young people. 



DAY 3-18 Yean HOAKDIM; 9-18 Years 

• hu-rllrat Sports Hall with spacious grounds 

• ( aring family almnsphrrr 

• MM h<m% bursaries available 
Prutprrfwk rMftiirWi wtlroir d ; 

tWraUarl llfirf « Sfrrrtan Tel: ■l 7 Ut|]mor>a«:«l 7 U 5 ll 7 .n 


West Hill Park 


A great start with a great finish 



West Hill Park is a co-cducational Preparatory 
School for children from 27 2 to 13 years. 
Nursery School , Pre Prep and Prep School 


Board inf* from 7-13 years 
OPEN • Saturday II May 2002 
DAY • lO.OOam - 12.30pm 

West Hill Park School 
St Margaret's Lane, Titchfield, Hants POM 4liS 
For a prospectus please contact the School Registrar 
Tel: 01329 842356 
web: ww w.weslhill.hunts.sch.uk 



Boundary Oak 
School 


Coeducational Nursery & Preparatory School (Day & Boarding) 

Family atmosphere • Large Sports Grounds • Strong Naval Link 

Roche Court, Wickham Road, Fareham P017 5BL 

Telephone: 01329 280955 


www.boundaryoak.co.uk 



The Independent Schools Information 
Service (ISIS) provides you with up to 
date information about independent 
fee paying schools Phone for a free 
regional ISIS handbook giving details 
of schools in the South and West. 

Tel: 01736 799250 


THE BIGGEST 
DECISION OF 
THEIR LIFE. 

. YOU’LL EVER MAKE 

KELLY COLLEGE 

COME TO VISIT US 

l ; or further details apply to: 

The Registrar, Kelly College, 

Tavistock, IX*von, PL 19 0HZ 

Tel. 01822 813153; Fa* 01822 612050 
E-mail: advnissionsO 0 kcllycollcgc.com 
www.kcllycollcge.com 

A KcgiUrrctl Charity uhuh ruUi to provide alucilM« 

_ Chanty Rcyd. No. 3067J6 _ 



TRINITY 


<£ 


SCHOOL 




HOMAN CATHOLIC & ANGLICAN FOUNDATION 
INDEPENDENT, CO-EDUCATIONAl. DAY AND BOARDING 
SCHOOI FOR CHILDREN 

Nmury 3 mnnih% • 3 ynn. Preparatory 4-1. Senior 11-19 

Trinity is thriving: 

And we want your youngster* to thrive with u* 

We Have: 

♦ Small chute* ♦ ( Jin* tun hi hot 
♦ Over 30 extra-curricular activities 

♦ 20 Advanced 1 rvrl subjects and (INVQ offered 

♦ Boarding accommodation with cn suite facilities 

♦ Set in beautiful 14 acre grounds, ovrilooking the English Channel 
♦ A friendly, caring environment with individual.attention for all pupil* 

4 Over £3 million ha* been spent on new facilities 

♦ One residential member of staff for every 10 boarders with a real 

family atmosphere 

Bursaries available to Forces families 

Kr* sr*U if k -*rmJy mvirrmoL trim jmt rust thr tth—l hatriy application is 
mnmmmJfsL tm armuJ dsutppmtntmmt hnur (mnusrt Irdry ( nnnnsgKim 

-TRINITY SCHOOL- 

BUCKERIDGE ROAD • TEIGNMOUTH • DEVON • TQI4 8LY 
Tel(0I626) 774138 Fax(01626) 771541 

e-mailt Trintcl 23**aol.com www.trinityichool.co.uk 

V tetri her of AFC.1S, USA. ISA. ISIS. Atovditcd hy BriuJi < <* 4 rx,t & 1S< 


EISIS 

Independent Schools 
Information Service 


HOT) 


or write to ISIS (South and West), 
Trevarrack House. Lelant, St. Ives. 
Cornwall TR26 3HA 


To advertise on our 
Education pages call 
023 927 25062 
or 023 927 24226 


Every Child Comes First 






n "an entire education" 


ask for our New Services Package 


Further details available from Registrars 

Mr Peter Klinkenberg Tel: 01884 252543 

Mrs Elizabeth Thane Fax: 01884 243232 Tiverton 

e.matl: registrars@blundolls.org Devon 

website: www.blundells.org EX 16 9DN 


A PREMIER 
WESTCOUNTRY 
SCHOOL 

now also incorporating 
St Aubyn’f Preparatory School 


• 07% uccw r*IAM 
» Stfonu tatnen UugtK 

• 34 a r m ot otavina fkidt 

• Smal teactang groups 

• Taster days 


• fufl time, weekly and flexible b oadto Q 

• Nursery open 51 weeks pm year, 8am - 

Sat ywrcMMrta after Me. 


6 pm 


St John’s College 

Grove Road South 
Souths** 

ti, m , m |,. fa one inui 

Hampintrt rvn Min 

Tel: 023 9281 5118 
Fax: 023 9287 3803 
Email: mfoC«tj<y>nscoii#ge co uk 
Wet: www tljo hnac oMeg r co uk 


TMaft 
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Grenville charms Further training Dinosaur 


SITUATED in a i 


I coastal 


) in a picturesque a 
locution on the North Devon amt, 
GrvmilU College is a natural chotcc 
for those parents seeking a 
stimulating learning environment 
for their children, balanced with a 
wide mngc of sporting ami extra¬ 
curricular opportunities. and 
supported hy a strong pastoral care 
system. 

A a> educational hoarding and 
day school for pupils from 
Kindergarten to Sixth Form. 
Grenville p tace t great emphasis on 
the homely atmosphere of its 
community, highly important for 
children of Service families oversells. 

I he Junior S, luiol ind hoarding 


houses arc at MorcUm House, set in 
40 acres of formal gardens and 
parkland. Excellent facilities, 
dedicated staff and individual 
learning programmes combine to 
enable pupils to gain maximum 
benefit and achieve excellent results. 

Grenville's natkmally-rcnowncd 
Dyslexia Unit helps pupils with 
learning difficulties realise their full 
|w>u ntial 

An extremely favourable fee 
arrangement at Grenville for 
children of Service personnel meaas 
that where HSA ts payable, parents 
pay only ten per cent of fees. 

For further details contact the 
Rcgistnir on 111237 472211 


for ex-Service 


St. Lawrence College 


Ramsgate, Kent, CT11 7AE 

Middle & Senior Schools 
(11 • 18) years HMC 
Day and Boarding 


Nursery & Junior Schools 
(3- 11) years IAPS 
Girts and Boys 





• Close Pastoral Care in a Family Setting • Small Classes 
(average 15) • Individual Attention • High Examination Pass 
Rates • 98% University Entrance * Excellent Facilities 
• Wide Range of Cultural Activities • Strong Christian Ethos 


SPECIAL FEES PACKAGE FOR SERVICE FAMILIES 
Services Boarding Allowance + 10% of fees 


For full details and a prospectus, or to arrange a visit, do contact us: 

Tel: (01843) 592680 Fax:(01843)851123 
e-mail: Headmaster.SLC@dial.pipex.com 
www.st-lawrence-college.com 

St UNwtnc* CoAag* mti to pro*d» education lor cftfdrtn Ctarty Mirtr 307921 


THE BLACKBURN College 
Vocational Education Training 
Programme is an initiative by 
Blackburn College, based at 
the East Lancashire Centre of 
Excellence, to assist members 
of the Forces and industry to 
attain BTEC/Edexcel higher 
educational qualifications 
(HNC and HND) in various 
engineering disciplines. 

We also cater for those who 
wish to undertake a Certificate 
or Diploma in Management 
Studies. Our new HNC to be 
launched shortly in Leisure 
Management, Sport and 
Recreation will appeal to those 
in the Physical Training 
Branches. 

Since its inception in 1995, 


the programme has grown in 
both stature and popularity 
with both students and 
awarding bodies as the leading 
provider in its field, enabling a 
growing number of Service 
men and women from all 
branches of the armed forces 
to achieve higher educational 
qualifications. 

The Tri-Service Resettlement 
Organisation recognised the 
College as a preferred training 
provider in 1996, a privilege still 
enjoyed today under the 
C fi ir Transition Partnership. 

For further information, give 
us a call. We are here to help 
you prepare for your life 
outside the Services - before 
you leave. 


tales at 
Rookesbury 

THE CHILDREN of Kookeshurv Park School at Wickham were 
thrilled to meet the author Tony Bradman, creator of Dilly the 
Dinosaur, who shared his storytelling secrets with the rapt pupils. 


ROOKESBURY PARK 


Day & Boarding Preparatory School 
Boys & Girls 3-13 Boarding 7-13 
Wickham, Fareham, Hampshire, PO17 6HT 
Tel:OI329 833108 Fax: 01329 835090 

email: rookesburv.parkfl ^ fkftplioe.co.uk 

Visit this Happy Caring School with: 

High standards A excellent facilities. 
Pre-Preparatory for rising 3 year olds, 
providing a safe, stimulating & flexible environment 
for the best start in life. 

Boarding House providing a ‘home from home* - 
Scholarships for Service Children in line with B S A 

Tki.hphonh for a prospectus 

Or to arrange a visit 



mm 


With the youngest children he 
demonstrated his flair as a story¬ 
teller with his flop-over book. 
“Look, he's behind you" inspiring 
enthusiastic audience 

participation. 

With Years 1 3, and 4 he read 
“Dilly and the Bike", before 
explaining that he had based Dilly 
on his own daughter, who had 
originated the “ultra special 15(1 
milcvan-hour super scream". 

Tony shared tnc secrets of his 
notebooks and showed him 1 his 
rough ideas evolved into hooks. 

More storytelling brought the 
children into the spirit of the 
occasion with .« chorus of 
ZOOOOOOOOOOOOM M M M 
accompanying a poem entitled 

Years 5 to 8 were treated to 
further insights into the life of an 
author. ,ind everyone w.is 
astonished to hear that it could 
take ten u.nv fel m idea feO be 
convened into a published book. 
..v u.is the L.tse vs 1 1 h Ihc 
Magnificent Mummies". 

The highlight of the session was 
the advice arxiut how to write a 
good story. Tony illustrated his 

? amts by ref hints such as 

itanic and I larry Potter, showing 
the children how theory is put into 
practice. 

Tony spent a lot of time signing 
copies of the books as mementoes 
of a memorable day. 

Rookesbury s Head of English. 



BLACKBURN 
COt. LEGE 


Vocational Education Training Programme 

Convert your experience into 
qualifications 

Wc offer BTEC / EdExcel Qualifications in various enginccrina 
disciplines including Telecommunications, to HNC and HND under 
the above programme and also Certificate & Diploma in 
Management Studies (CMS & l)MS) 





A Preferred Supplier to 


CAREER TRANSITION PARTNERSHIP 


The Ministry of Defence working with Coutls Consulting Group pic 


c 


The programme is an initiative by Blackburn College to assist members 
of HM Forces to attain recognised qualifications using the Accreditation 
of Prior Learning (APL) process for a portion of the award. 


Interested? 


Then contact: 

Vocational education Training Programme, Blackburn College, 
East Lancashire Centre of Excellence, Saturn Centre, Challenge Way, 
BLACKBURN, Lancashire BB1 5QB 

Telephone: 01254-694441 
Fax: 01254-679647 

Email: vets@blackbum.ac.uk 

Blackburn CoDcftc exists to serve the cxJucalHXul A cultural need* of the local, nattotul ami international community 


«dbHI 


GRENVILLE COLLEGE 

Ridcfnrd. Drum, EX39 3JR 
Co-educational Boarding and Day 
l l h -18 year* (hoarding from age 8) 


* Caring and friendly environment 

* Staff ratio 1:9 

* Excellent academic record 

* GCSE. AS. A-level and GNVO courses 

* Dyslexia Unit - 30 years' experience 

* Sixth Form Study Centre 

* Superb location for outdoor activities, close to sea and moors 

* Extensive grounds * Strong sporting tradition 

* Substantial Service bursaries • where Boarding School 
Allowance is payable, we guarantee your contribution is 
only 10% of fees 

Tel: 01237 472212 or Fax: 01237 477020 

e-mail‘.iitfo<£grenvitle.devon.sch.uk 
www.grrnvillr.dcvon.Mrh.uk 
Rcfti%t€red Charity So.269669 




V. 


GREAT BALLARD ^ 
SCHOOL 

Co-cducational IAPS Day & Boarding 2-13 


vV RQ^ 0<v 





• Saturday morning 
lessons years 

7 & 8 only. 

• Specialist small 
group teaching. 

9 Flexible boarding 
arrangements. 




For further details, please contact: 

Great Ballard School, Eartham 
(between Chichester &c Arundel) 
on 01243 814236 


/ 


Miss Hodman, said: “Hearing the 
secrets of storytelling from such a 
successful author will add a new 
dimension to the stories the 
children write in Ihc classroom." 

School 
days are 
fun days 
at Great 
Ballard 

-LESSONS arc fun, activities arc 
wide-ranging and there is an 
emphasis on the individual. 

“Great Ballard is a school for 
girls and hoys from 2 to 13, 
children arc taught in small group 
and there is a lively friendly 
atmosphere." 

The recent IS I Inspection 
report stated: “Relationship 
among pupils and between pupils 
and their teachers arc very good, 
warm and supportive. 

“Pupils of all ages arc well- 
mot tvated, behave very well, have 
positive attitudes to each other 
and to their environment and are 
proud of their school." 

I beti is .i sjxvi.il nmc each day 
put aside for children who have 
particular potential or a love of 
music, drama or art and there is 
the opportunity to work in small 
groups towards excellence. There 
is also a programme of sport every 

ll.IV 

“Schikxl days arc fun days" and 
wc would be very pleased to show 
you a little of what is on offer at 
Great Ballard. 

St Lawrence 
proud of 
excellent 
Cadet Force 

T1IE WELL RUN Combined 
Cadet Force (CCF) is a good 
example of added value which 
enriches private sector cducatxw - 
the converse, of course, is the 
poorly run contingent, organised 
along the lines of a 1920s 
Mississippi Root Camp, which 
encourages nothing hut 
recalcitrance amongst its 
conscripts! 

Fortunately, the St laiwrrnce 
College CCr fully embraces the 
positive ethos of tfn: cadets. 

At Si Lawrence wc have the 
three Services represented, which 
allows the pupils a high degree of 
flexibility in their choice when they 
enter at the beginning of Year 0 
for a compulsory five-term peruxl 
of service, at the end of which they 
can stay on if thev wish 
SItu.itcd as wc arc on the South 
East coast, wc have ample 
opportunity for hoathandling. 
sailing and so on. and our 35 
hectare campus gives plentv «»1 
BC0p€ lor .1 variety of u.iimru: 
programmes signals and 

orienteering exercises included. 

Some of our punils already 
come from Service families, and 
have a dear wish to continue the 
family tradition: others want to 
gain experience of a different 
Service. 

CCF training means they team 
to care and to assume 
responsibility for their actions, to 
lead hut also to serve, to listen as 
well as to speak. 
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Retruitment & Business O p portunities 





FBH 


have immediate vacancies for the following:* 

HELICOPTER FITTERS 
AVIONIC FITTERS 

tn work in Ui & 2nd Line maintenance at Middle Wallop 

Suitable applicants for these positions will have a 
service background and hold BTEC (or equiv.) in 
aero/electrical engineering. Experience of Lynx and/or 
Gazelle helicopters would be an advantage. 

Salary range: £15,500 - £18,700 pa. 

Applicants should writo. fax or 'a' giving full details of experience and 
qualifications and quoting Ref: NN to: 


Mr A Biles. Engineering Manager. Tel 

FB Hah services Ltd Fax 

Middle Wallop. Stock bridge e mail 

Hampshire 
SO 20 SOY 


01980 674314 
01264 787439 


FB Heliservices Ltd 

An FF Aviation Group Ltd and Bnstovv Helicopters Ltd 
Joint Venture Company 


JOBSEARGHERS 


Ready to move on? 

01753 890243 

CVs & Job Search 
for all Ranks of 
Service Personnel 
www.jobsearchers.co.uk 


GOT A COMPUTER? 

Pul it to work. 

High earnings p/t or f/t. 
FULL TRAINING GIVEN 
For FREE INFO visit 
www.eam-morc4you.biz 



Stuff Safely Trainers 

Police Headquarters, Maidstone 
£13,794 to £19,889 

Are you physically fit, highly motivated and experienced in providing professional quality 
training? If the answer is YES, Central Operations Directorate need you. 

An opportunity has arisen within the Staff Safety Training Unit for two Civilian Staff 
Safety Trainers who will be responsible for the delivery of first aid training to Police 
and Civilian staff within the Kent County Constabulary. 

This post is career graded and dependent upon qualifications and experience, the starting 
salary point will be £13,794. 

Although initially delivering first aid training, there is an opportunity to develop further 
and progress through the career grade, subject to satisfactory performance, ultimately 
providing a wider range of fitness and personal safety training force-wide 

Applicants must possess a Health & Safety Certificate in First Aid at Work and 
be able to demonstrate good interpersonal and presentational skills. Although based 
at Force Headquarters, there is a requirement to provide training at venues throughout 
the County therefore a full UK driving licence is required 

On appointment the successful candidate will undertake a full training programme 

For an application form and role requirement please contact Leigh Chilmaid, 
Central Operations Personnel Unit, Police Headquarters, Coverdale Avenue, 
Maidstone, Kent ME 15 9BR. Please quote reference 2204/10. The closing date for 
completed applications is Thursday 11th April 2002. Interviews will be held on 
Tuesday 7th May 2002. 

As an equal opportunities employer we welcome opportunities from every section of the 
community. If you are a disabled applicant and require additional assistance please let us 
know Telephone calls, faxes and emails to Kent County Constabulary may be recorded for 
monitoring purposes 


We are also recruiting Police Officers. 
Visit our website at: www.kent police uk 


#/ KENT® 

W COUNTY CONSTABULARY 


Are you technically 

trained? 

Wc arc looking lor technically 
trained ex-service personnel to 
work in our growing heating and 
plumbing business 

* vehicle provided 

* short term accommodation 
provided 

■ must he CORGI registered or 
prepared 

* based in Buckinghamshire 

Write or Call: 

St K \B LIMITED 
01494 520 U4I 

44-47 Oxford Rood. High Wvcombe. 
Hui ks. HIMI 2FB 


ITS 


NVQ Level 3/4 Management 
OCR Awards 

Can bo eccredOed m part or total 
(dopandmg on tiptranci and grade} 
Via profesaxinnl discussion 
Recent MxMWTop Management 


Recont POLC/DOCNEBSM 
For more rtormaton contact 

x ^ a e — l — : ^ « a * J 

■f*1®f *'Bl** ng vwfVICv4 L(Q, 

77-78a Ffagh Street 
Fareham. PO!6 7AW 
FmcFoc 0600 975 62 S 0 

Emm.. rtslarahamewrgxinat 

Wta www if* taroOam co uk 


POLICE RECRUITMENT 


DEVELOP THE SKILLS 
THE POLICE ASSESS. 
HOME STUDY PROGRAMME 

New Leaf Education 
Til: 01302 859954 

PO Box 460, DONCASTER l»4 9X1. 
www.newlcarcdueation.co.uk 


ILS ENGINEERS. COMMS 
ENGINEERS. TRAINERS. 
TECHNICAL AUTHORS 

Cole & Sharp Ltd have 
vacancies in the South West 
and The Midlands 

CVs to: 

jobs@coleandsharp.fsnet.co.uk 

01305 851661 


SEARCHING FOR A NEW 
BEGINNING OR A CHANGE? 

If so Ux)k no further as wc 
can offer an exciting new 
business/carccr with 
excellent potential. 

For details ring Freephone 
0800 (174 3317 (Ask for Derek) 



NAVY 

Join 

the 
Naval 

Careers Service 

The Director of Naval 
Recruiting, 
is currently seeking 
RN & RM WOs, 

Senior Rates and SNCOs 
to work as 
Careers Advisers 
at these locations: 



Glasgow 


Enlist on a 

Full-time Reserve Service 
(Limited Commitment) 
for service in a 
specified location 
for 3 years 

with prospects for further 
2 year commitments. 



ROYAL 

MARINES 



Newcastle 


C 

"•'Vi 


Birmingham 



FTRS rates of pay 
apply 

(reviewed annually) 

i \3 £22,199 

rising to 

CAI £28,491.90 

Sen ice Pensions 
Will be abated 
so dial vour total 

iwntrawon will inn 
exceed vour haste pay 
on the last day 
of regular service. 


II/,ml 
London 


, For further information please contact: 

DNR S02 Support - Lt Cdr Phil Dickinson PSTN: 023 9272 7760: Mil 9380 27760 


LEAVING THE 

FULL TIME NAVY...? 

j T 


WHY NOT BE PAID IN YOUR 



SPARE TIME? 




ROYAL NAVAL 
RESERVE 

T H E 

TEAM WOJ.K.S | 

11 www.rnjobs.co.uk/rnr 08456 07 55 5511 


Neaie quote 'Navy Newt' wtien enquiring 


O 


IW MOD ssmaoq a pwy d mam m 


IX *Am mam Hbn 1 W m yw«4k »n 

mdttm to admmam4ymernm IPA* I 


LICENCED AIRCRAFT 
ENGINEERS 


VT Aerospace operates a fleet of 99 Grob 115E Tutor aircraft at sites 
throughout the UK Vacancies for Licenced Aircraft Engineers currently 
exist at our RAF Wyton and RAF Cosford sites Applications are invited 
from experienced Licensed Aircraft Enginers with a Civil Aviation 
Authority Licence in Categories A (Aeroplanes 1) paragraph 5 and C 
(Piston Engines) paragraph 6.2 of Airworthiness Notke No 10. 

AIR TRAFFIC CONTROLLERS 

VT Aerospace provides ATC services for sites throughout the UK We 
currently have vacancies at our RAF Wyton and RAF Woodvale sites for 
UK Ikenced Air Traffk Control Officers who hold Aerodrome Control 
and Approach Procedural ratings. We would also like to hear from any 
military ATCOs who would be interested in conversion training 


If you ere Interested in any of the Above 
opportunities, please apply hi writing with your 
current CV to: Bernard Mason. LATT Business 
Administrator. VT Aerospace, Raoceby Lane. 
CranweN. Sleaford. Lincolnshire NO 34 8GR 
Tel: 01400 261054 or 
e-mail LAFTADMCranweHOvtae.co uk 


VT AEROSPACE 


3 




m 
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2, 3 & 4 JUNE 2002 
25 FAMILY TICKETS 

TO BE WON 

For your chance to win a Family Ticket for a 
tremendous family day out simply answer the 
question below and send your entry to: 

Navy News / Chatham Navy Days Competition 
Navy News, HMS Nelson, Queen Street, 
Portsmouth, Hampshire P01 3HH 

Closing date - 3 May 2002 

Question: Which member of the Royal Family 
will be attending Chatham Navy Days? 

Answer: . 


Name:.... 

Address: 


>saasaas«as«ss< 


Postcode: . 
Phone No.: 
email: . 


The first 26 correct an tries drawn on Monday 7 May 7007 will ba tha winners. 
All winners will ba notifiad by poet. (Family tkftats are for Two Adults and Four 
Children) Employaat of Navy Hews and thair families ara ineligible to antar. 
Tha judgas deo»*on is final No correspondence will ba antarad into 

- See also Page 13! - 
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TO THE CARNIVAL atmosphere of the 
sound of a Mexican band and the sight of 
swirling Mexican dancers, HMS Sutherland 
arrived in Vera Cruz, Mexico, in early March 
for the week-long celebrations of the mod¬ 
ern port’s centenary. 

As part of the visit, the Prince of Wales was 
guest of honour at a reception on board the 
Devonport-based Type 23. The Royal visitor 
spent time meeting and talking 
with the ships 182 officers and 
ratings on the ship. 

The frigate was lit up with 
bright floodlights as the 
Prince and other guests 
arrived, and the evening con¬ 
cluded with a breathtaking 
fireworks display in Prince 
Charles' honour by the 
Governor of Vera Cruz. 

During the evening, the 
Band of the Corps of the 
Royal Electrical and 
Mechanical Engineers con¬ 
ducted a Beat Retreat with 
the Prince taking the salute. 

The Commanding Officer, 

Cdr Paul Thomas, described 
the event as a great privilege, 
and said that it underlined 
the close and warm relation¬ 
ship between Britain and 
Mexico. 

The following day. the 
Royal Navy frigate hasted a 
Defence Industry Day to sup¬ 
port British defence compa¬ 
nies. Senior officers in the 
Mexican military had the 
chance to see at first hand the 
sophisticated equipment used by # Q . M&xico . 
the British Navy and talk to the J»J. * hile 


operators and manufacturers. 

The Lynx Mk 3 helicopter and the advanced elec¬ 
tronics on board ship particularly sparked the crowd's 
attention. 

Of course, there was also time for tun as the ship's 
company hit the Mexican streets. Sun, sombreros and 
musical Mexican trolley buses made for a novel expe¬ 
rience for the British sailor 

The Type 23 is now working in the Caribbean with 
the US and other European nations on counter-drug 
operations to halt the spread of illegal narcotics. 


- sailors from HMS Sutherland take a ride on The Jazz 
Veracruz . 


• Top: The Prince of Wales views HMS Sutherland from a Mexican 
tug in Veracruz harbour. 

• Bottom: A Mexican fireworks spectacular to celebrate the visit by 

Pnnce Charles. acum occn Photograph* 


On the town! 


Coalition forces in 
the Arabian Sea - 

picture special 



• The afterburners of planes launching from the USS John C. Stennis appear as lighted trails as they conduct 
flight operations in support of Operation Enduring Freedom. Photographer. Mate 1st (AW) Craig McClure (USN) 


• A helicopter from HMS Ocean captures this unusual perspective of an 
Italian submarine. 
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centre opens 


in Liverpool 


O NE of the RAF* 
most senior officers 
praised recruits 
from Liverpool when he 
opened a ground-breaking 
forces careen office in the 
eta. 

Liverpool-born Air Marshal 
Sir Christopher Covillc said: 
“As a Liverpudlian I believe 
Scousers bring lots of skills to 
the Armed Forces. They are 
tough, resilient and blessed 
with emotional strength.** 

"This goes hack to being a 
hardy seafaring city and for a num¬ 
ber of reasons Liverpudlians make 
very good team members. Of 
course, their other great quality is 
their sense of humour." 

Sir Christopher, who is the 
RAF's Commandcr-in-Chicf 
Personnel and Training Command, 
was officially launching the Armed 
Forces c .it. I in J.iiikn 
Street. Liverpool 

The office is the first in 
the country to be refur¬ 
bished under the tri-Service 
corporate livery and will 
recruit for all three Services 
in Merseyside, West 
Lancashire, Wirral and 
North Cheshire. 

The three Services aim to 
recruit around 1.250 people from 
the livcrponl office in the next 

year. 

Sir Christopher, added: “The 


North West has always been a very 
fertile recruiting ground for (he 
Services. However. a lot of people 
who come to the Armed Forces 
Careers Office don't know exactly 
what they want: we can offer them 
a very' wide range of opportuni¬ 
ties." 

“We're particularly keen to 
recruit people fmm the cilum 
minorities who we believe have an 
enormous amount to offer the 
Armed Forces. The new careers 
office will provide a welcome boost 
to recruitment us we go into an era 
of complex conflict management.*' 

The official opening ceremony 
was also attended by the fjord 
Mayor and Lady Mayoress of 
Liverpool and the Mayors of 
Sefton. Kmiwslcy and Wirral. 

■ The strength and changes over 
the last twelve months in the Naval 
Service has its positive sides yet 
some negative. 

The Naval Intake over the last 
twelve months has risen by 7.0 per 
cent with last year's 4,64b total 
increased to 4.972. However, the 
Trained Strength of the Naval 
Service has changed since 2001 
due to a 3.1 per cent decrease. 

Across the three main forces, 
the figures from the end of 2001 
from the ethnic minorities show a 
slight rise. 

From the autumn of 2001, eth¬ 
nic minorities accounted for 1.2 
per cent of officers and 1.8 per cent 
of Other Ranks compared to 1.2 
per cent of officers and 15 per cent 
of Other Ranks at the end of 2000. 


Golden girl 
to meet 
Prince 


A SURGEON sub lieutenant 
in the Royal Navy is set fo 
accept her Gold award from 
Prince Philip as Nav y News 
goes to press. 

Among many young people. 
Ruth Barker, daughter of Surgeon 
C'aptain Philip Barker, a consul¬ 
tant surgeon (currently on HMS 
Ocean), is to receive her Gold 
Award Certificate from rhe Duke 
of Edinburgh’s Award after carry¬ 
ing out many different activities 
over a period of at least 18 months 

The activities she carried 
out are in the four sections 
of the scheme: Service. 
Expeditions, Skills and 
Physical Recreation as well 
as a Residential Project. 


For the Residential Project 
many young people have worked 
with people tneir age. the elderly, 
the sick or those with disabilities, 
while others have tackled conser¬ 
vation. restoration and archeologi¬ 
cal projects. 

For Ruth to achieve this Gold 
Award she had to undertake those 
four pads of the scheme. For her 
Service and Skill she participated 
in sign language and singing with 
the Portsmouth Cathedral 
Voluntary Choir, and for her 
Expedition and Physical 
Recreation she undertook 80km 
on fool in the Derbyshire Peak 
District and circuit training. 

After finishing those tasks. Ruth 
also had to complete her 
Residential Project for which she 
was involved in the Royal School 


of Church Music Choir Week at 
s.iiishnn CMbedrsL The 
Residential Project can he com¬ 
pleted in either this country or 
abroad, and in this ease was com¬ 
pleted in the United Kingdom. 

Ruth achieved her award 
through Portsmouth 

Grammar School as do 
many other young people. 
To achieve this award young 
people aged between 14 
and 25 participate through 
schools, colleges, youth 
clubs and uniformed organ¬ 
isations. 

For over 4(1 years The Duke of 
Edinburgh's Award has offered 
young people the challenge to try 
new things, to learn more about 
themselves and to work together 
for themselves and their commum- 
Princc Philip, the iwanTs 
bunder and patron. calLs it a "do- 
it-yourself kit in the art of living**. 

In the year to March 31. 2001. 
over 110.000 young people aged 14 
to 25 took up the challenge of the 
Award, and there arc around 
220.000 participating at any one 
time. 

A drive is currently underway to 
motivate young people at work as 
the participating number of young 
people in employment is not as 
nigh as those still in education. 

Many companies operate the 
Award for their young employees 
as they benefit in having staff who 
have developed skills of leader¬ 
ship. teamwork and enthusiastic 
determination to achieve a goal. 


I 


• Air Marshal Sir Christopher 
Covilla with three of the 
recruiting staff from the new 
Merseyside and North West 
Armed Forces Recruiting 
Office. Representing the Royal 
Navy , Master at Arms John 
McDougall, an RN Police offi¬ 
cer with 30 years service. Sgt 
Steve Bird has been a 
Movements Controller with the 
RAF for 21 years and Sergeant 
Bai Street has served with the 
Royal Green Jackets for the 
last 16 years. 


&MJHt ffmt Msnns 
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Monocular Telescope 


UK price £31.99 inc p&p 
O/S price £32.74 inc p&p 

Hx magnification weighing m at only 6 2 
grams and engraved with the Royal Navy 
crown. A very useful pocketable gift. 
Presented in a nylon case. 


Mini Shoeshine Kit 

UK price £8.50 inc p&p 
O/S price £9.00 inc p&p 

A prefect mini travelling shoe thine Irit. 
Comprising large and small brushes. 
buffing brush, shoe horn, buffing cloth 
and polish. Presented in a leather case. 


Hip Flask 

UK price £18.00 inc p&p 
O/S price £19.50 inc p&p 

This traditional and stylish stainless 
steel hip flask capable of holding 
IHOmL It features a beautifully 
detailed Raya! Navy Crown 
Approx, site 5" high. J.5" width 


Chrome Wine Set 

UK price £37.30 inc p&p 
O/S price £39.00 inc p&p 

Ibis elegant srlectum of wme accessories comprises 
four items. Drip catcher, foil cutter, corkscrew 
and a bottle stopper. We can personalise this gift 
with an engraved silver plate with either a 
name or Royal Nary croum for an 
additional £6.00 


Polartec 

200 

Tunic Fleece 

UK price £59.99 inc 
p&p 

O/S - Call for details 

7 bis high quality Navy Rlur 
water rcpellant and breathable 
fleece is perfect to keep out the 
spring chills. It has a handy 
draw string bottom and half 
length tip with detachable 
Royal Navy tip pull. 


To order simply phone 023 9282 6040 

Or write to -The Business Manager, Navy News, HMS Nelson, Portsmouth, Hants POI JHH 
Cheques payable to Navy News to accompany orders. For orders outside the UK payment can be made by 
Cheque/Intemational Money Order in £ Sterling and drawn on UK bank. 

Or for payment by Credit Card/Switch, UK A Abroad, please use the coupon on page 4. 
house note: norm shewn not octuot site Please allow 2i days for delivery 
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100 per cent 
success rates 
at President 

ALL 17 candidates who presented themselves to the 
Petty Officer Cadet Advancement Board at HMS 
President qualified - and now wear their gold 
badges with pride. 

During the Board their dress and bearing, parade 
and ceremonial, leadership, instructional methods, 
SCC organisation and fire prevention and safety 
skills were assessed. 

The Petty Officer Cadet qualification is the pinna* 
cle of a Cadet's career and so no mean feat to 
achieve - especially for candidates already busy 
with school and college work. 




TWENTY-SEVEN Sea Cadets from the London Area helped display the flags of 
72 nations at Buckingham Palace to herald the ceremonial start of the 
Commonwealth Games. 


Televised live cm BBC, the 
road to the Games was opened 
with the start of the Queen’s 
Jubilee Baton Relay in the 
forecourt of the Palace, fol¬ 
lowed by a procession down 
the Mall of Inc baton, begin¬ 
ning its 58,000 mile journey 
around the Commonwealth. 

First runner in the relay was Sir 
Roger Bannister, assisted by the 
men who helped him make histo¬ 
ry as the first four minute milcr, 
Chris Brashicr and Christopher 
Oiataway. 

As the first handover was made 
- to the sound of ‘Ode to Joy’ per 
formed by international record¬ 
ing artists The Opcraliabes and a 
multi-coloured pyrotechnic dis¬ 
play - 10.000 coloured balloons 
were released above the Palace. 


The runners were joined 
at The Mall by the flag bear¬ 
ers, singers and dancers 
from around the 
Commonwealth who con¬ 
tinued the procession to 
Trafalgar Square. 

Leading the Commonwealth 
Day parade was the Central Band 
of the Royal British legion, half 
of whose muMii.ms .» i c 
Service. 

The day before, the Duke of 
I -dmhurgn and Sqn Ldr 
Mahindcr Pujji launched the 
Jubilee Appeal for 

Commonwealth veterans at the 
Imperial War Museum. 

Nome 25 veterans from 
Commonwealth countries were 
present at the ceremony. 

The Jubilee Appeal is one of 
six chanties benefiting from the 
Golden Jubilee year and is Prince 
Philip's personal nomination Run 
by tnc British Commonwealth 


CAMBORNE and 
Redruth unit enjoyed 
a day at Devonport 
Naval Base, getting 
an insight into 300 
years of history as 
well as the modern 
Fleet. 

Favourite Item on 
the itinerary was the 
oldest working hang¬ 
man's cell in the 
country, down in 
South Yard. 

With a cutaway ship 
model in the Naval 
Base Museum are (left 
to right) Allison Wing, 
Tara Hallaway and 
Richard Vlcary. 


Ex-Services League which brings 
together some 54 ex-Scrvicc 
organisations in 47 countries, it 
aims to raise £5 million lo help 
veterans throughout the 
C ommonwealth who arc now suf¬ 
fering hardship and distress. 

Last year over 28,000 received 


help and this number is expected 
to peak at 100.000 during the next 
few years. 

•London Area cadets drs- 
play the flags of 27 nations at 
the ceremonial start of the 
Commonwealth Games. 


Out to 
get the 
hang of 
Guzz 


CADETS PARADE FOR START OF GAMES 


Flying the flags 
for Queen and 
Commonwealth 
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Sea Cadets ^ 


Gallantry 
Medal for 
Jonathan 
after sea 
rescue 


FOR saving the life ot his friend, Jonathan Guyett of 
Falmouth and Penryn Unit has received the Sea 
Cadet Gallantly Medal - the first time it has been 
awarded in living memory. 



• Jonathan Guyett with his Sea Cadet Gallantry Medal, awarded after he save the life of a friend 


Jonathan received the medal 
from Rear Admiral Mike 
I bom .»t a ceremony at the 
National Cadet Youth Training 

( botve. i (MS Raletah. 

Jonathan (16)divedintoa heavy 
swell outside (\irtrcath Harbour to 
rescue his friend and fellow cadet 
Scan Walters after he fell from a 
pier. Said his grandmother - who 
raised him after his parents were 
killed in a motor accident: "This 
*as .i scltlcss. courageous act 
which Jonathan carried out in 
complete disregard of his own 
safety. 

"I am extremely proud of my 
grandson and believe his bruvery 
and confidence arc attributes that 
have been developed from his time 
served with the Sea Cadet Unit. 

Vigilant Squadron at HMS 
Raleigh trains 6,000 cadets a year - 


two thirds of them Sea Cadets, the 
rest including Combined Cadet 
Forces, RN Sea Scouts. Army and 
\ir ('adds 

Activities there include sailing, 
powerboat training, seamanship 
skills, fire fighting and leadership 
courses. 

At weekends up to 300 cadets 
can he accommodated. 

□ Two SCC power boats from 
Wandsworth unit were training off 
Putnev Pier on Ihc lhames when 
an Imperial College rowing eight 
with an all-girl crew broke in two. 

Both boats, coxswained by Ij 
J oe Roots and his son Terry, imme¬ 
diately diverted to the scene and 
pulled all eight girb and their male 
coxswain from the cold, fast flow¬ 
ing water. 

One of the new Thames-based 
RNI.I lifeboats was also at hand. 


OUTSTANDING perfor¬ 
mance over the past year 
won two Newark cadets a 
45 minute flight in a train¬ 
ing aircraft 

Teresa Wright and Claire 
Brocklesby of Newark unit 
were taken with a party of 
16 cadets to the Joint 
Elementary Flying Training 
School (JEFTS) at RAF 
Barkston Heath - unaware 
that they would be taking to 
the skies. 

JEFTS is responsible tor 
the initial training of all 
Royal Navy, Army and RAF 
pilots. 

The school, operated by 
Babcock HCS, is the largest 
fixed wing flying training 
organisation in Europe. 

The Newark party was 
treated to a busy schedule 
including an introduction to 
safety equipment, aircraft 
walk-rounds and an air dis¬ 
play - ending with a sub¬ 
stantial lunch! 

• Teresa Wright and Claire 
Brocklesby in the cockpit 
of their Slingsby Firefly 



Best efforts 
of Newark 
duo land 
Firefly flight 


Chesham is 
Legion's 
top county 
collector 


CADETS from across Buck- 
1 ifltthive met at HUh 
Wycombe Royal British 
Legion Club to receive awards 
for raising funds for the RBL 
Poppy Appeal to support the 
Legion’s work for the cx- 
Scrvice community. 

HcM Sea Cadet award went tu 
Chesham unit. 

Since 1W7 cadets across the 
country base competed to raise 
funds through initiatives in their 
community to benefit tome 15 mil¬ 
lion cx-Scrvice people and their 
families eligible for the Legion’s 
support in Inc UK. 

I.axt year the Poppy Appeal 
raised more than £20.1 million - 
hut it spends more than £43 mil¬ 
lion each year on welfare and 
resettlement, including helping 
the ex-SctTvicc community to gain 
war pensions and be n 
leaccnt QVI .»nd job retraining. 

In this, their first JfW m tk 
competition. Buckinghamshire 
cadets raised over £3,500. 

Alliance at 60 

TS ALLIANCE, the St 
Marylebone unit, is holding a 
60th anniversary reunion at 
the Duke of York, 35 New 
Cavendish Street, London 
W1M 7RL on May 25. All ex 
staff and cadets are invited. 
Tel Brian Seymore on 01277 
210834 for details. 




FREE SERVICE 


A Naval Charity for all ranks and rates 
in the Royal Navy or Royal Marines. 

S. u. 

A source of sound advice and sane 
comment on most matters. 

Provides help on personal finance, 
resettlement and employment on 
leaving. 



If you ever thought: 

'If only I could talk to 
someone!' 

and you can't find the rig 
someone, then talk to 
the White Ensign Association 

r 


— 


Contact: 



g The White Ensign Association. 

I HMS BELFAST Tooley St. London SE1 2JH 
j Phone 020 7407 8658 Fax 020 7357 6298 
office@whiteensign.co.uk 
www.whiteensign.co.uk 
■i^Hi 
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■■ 
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WALL SHIELDS OF 



ROYAL NAVY SHIPS 

Hand painted on wooden base bin x 7 m 

£28.10 + £1.40 UK Postage. 

REDUCED PRICES given foe orders of 6 or more 
SPECIAL PRICES given for 10. 25. 50 and 100 

CRESTED TIES TO YbUR OWN SPECIAL DESIGN 

(minimum 36) 

specialist experience over 85 years 

C.H.MUNDAY LTD 
Oxford House. 8 St Johns Road 
St Johns. Woking. Surrey GU21 1SE 
Telephone: 01483 771588 Fax: 01483 758827 
email: enquiiies@chmunday.co.uk 



LOST MEDALS 


RKP1. \C HI IN RECORD TIME 
M I I M/I A MIMMI HI 
Jim MIN MIM.MK\ICK 
m am ok most HIM VI OTAnn\ 
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(OMMI MORVIIM 
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Uiiihnr\ Mint 


01548 K30717 

v 
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FLAGS & FLAGPOLES 


RAYMOND D. IK>1 DU II 

Trafalgar Square Cnllrtion Centre 
7 Whitcomb Street 

< :»l ^11 \ 

TKL 020 7*30 1479 FAX 020 79301152 
e mail: rdhnu*dals(« aol.com 
www.rdhmcdals.com 


r-FRAMED COLOUR PRINTS — 

From own anginal paintings 



Over 400 available 


Print lammatad with canvas taxtara Him 
to rotambla aa original ml paimiag 

91/e 8~X 16* for C3S plus PAP 

For list plaata sand SAE to 
SEART SINE CHASE. GOSPORT. 
HA1TS PQ12 STD 


EMBROIDERED BADGES 
CUMMERBUNDS,TIES 

Cunmefbunds - Sdk £25, Polyester £1750 
Cap Tallies, and Baseball Caps 
All made ts order. 

Ross Art Embroidery 

7 Wall Road. Owinaar. 
Hayie. Cornwall TR27 5HA. 

Tel/Fax: 01736 850724 


PURE NOSTALGIA 

Irxjrvtduaffy hand-bm ft watorfmo 
presentation modal of your ilvp, 
perhaps long gone but never forgotten 
Contact tor further details: 

Ron Hughes. 

Model Shipwright. 
Feldemore. Bacton. Stowmarket 
Suffolk. IP14 4LF 
01449 781741 


EMBROIDERED 

Sweaters. Sweatshirts 
Polo shirts. Badges 

PRINTED 

Teeshirts. Sweatshirts. 
Badges. Coffee mugs 

and lots more, all from one supplier 

HomtlmtAc* —Wrq up costs aw meyorVy d yodi 
uwWv co rsesaw^s once* pfomoa <Mwnr 

•rao tu-aw aarww Sana Ur om mm pm mt 


Rsynokl Sport* 12 13 Crofton Clow 
Aitenfcy Business Villaga. Lincoln LN3 4NT 

Tel: 01522 513333 
Fax: 01522 530383 


THL L4STIR.N SERVICE MEDAL 

I T This superb die struck 
I commemorative medal 
I is available in Full Si/c 
.F* A Miniature to all who 
served in the Near 
Middle & Far East. 

Seed • tic b* opflH Uittm ftwm u*U\ 

DPS Awards, P.O. Bo* 6% I 
Hnim.v|jnin^B6IJtLA^ 


Navy News Notice To Readers 

The publishers of Navy Nows 
cannot accept responsibility for the 
eccurecy of any advertisement or 
for any loses suffered by any 
readers as a result. Reeders are 
strongly recommended to make 
thair own enquiries and seek 
appropriate commercial, legal and 
financial advice before sending any 
money or entering into any legally 


binding agreement. 


01 4Lm IU\DMW> 
NATIONAL HAGS A ENSMiNSb 


Um Hurling. Iliiulwsting 
a laMr I lag*. 

ia4 Eronoim SR \ .in flag* 17.99 


/ REE mix HP HPiHHURt 


♦ JLBIIJ-h op runs 
FLAGS GLOBAL 
( nil Gl larr Own. Meduxi lily Est. 

Km holer. Knu MK2 4IIC 
TH: 01434 29770* tax: §1434 297709 
MfnRNgpgji4saf.rD.tik 


''WANTED! 

H.M.S. Bell's 

Name Boards & 
Crests, Tread Plates 
Thomas Kerrigan, 

12 Summcrhill North. 

St Lukes. Cork IKL 


00 353 214501573 


TIES, BADGES 
& PLAQUES 

By Mail Order 

SHPS/SOUADRONS/RtGIMENTS/CLUB 
HM Services and custom-made lor CJute 
Bands. Chon, etc Blazer buttons medals, 
ribbons A sundries 
Please send SAE for lists 
THE HERALDIC CO. (GB) NN 
Over Brier. Beech Well Lane. 
Edge End. Coleford. Gk>« GLIB 7HA 
Tel/Fax: 01594 832200 
email: pem.lewieBloteliee.co.uk 
www thehereidiccompeny.co.uk 


Click on - Click on 
www.forcesdiscount.com 
Available 24/7 

Direct web links & E mail links. 
Discounts on Services & Products 
For HM Forces 4 Attached Civilians 

www.forcesdiscount.com 


EMBROIDERED 

LEISUREWEAR 

Wide range of quality garments. 
I.o* minimum order. 

Full colour brochure. 

Caps & Printrd garments supplied. 

Frrt t wAm d tr j pr—j .W wfiMOM rWfr. 
fMknadtrtdtoL*from Z4RW SrrenttODra. 
T-ikuti RW 

BANANA MOON WORKSHOP 

48, Old Lane. Birkenshaw. Bradford. 
B0112JX 

Tel: 01274 688103 Fax: 01274 6S2524 
www.bana na moort.co.uk 


[IWanTedT 

Iron Cannon 

Thomas Kerrigan, 

12 Summcrhill North, 

St Lukes. Cork IRL 

00 353 214501573 

^^CoUectoijir^JKmor^ 


REGIMENTAL TIES, bla/cr 
Badges. Cuff-Links, Buttons. 
Medals. Cap Badges. Mililaiia. 
£2.00 for list. Caimcrovs (Pep. NN), 
31. Belle Vue Si, Filey, N. Yorks 
Y014 9HU. 

www.Laimxson.frceserve.co.uk 


LOST YOUR MEDALS? 


WE CAN REPLACE THEM NOW • WW1 TO PRESENT DAY 

IN FULL SIZE AND MINIATURE 
WE MOUNT MEDALS TO WEAR - COURT OR SWING STYLE 

PROFESSIONALLY SEWN 
AVAILABLE NOW THE GENERAL SERVICE CROSS. 
VOLUNTARY SERVICE AND MARITIME SERVICE MEDAL 

SAE FOR DETAILS & REPLACEMENT MEDALS LIST 

TOAD HALL MEDALS 

NEWTON FERRERS. Nr PLYMOUTH. DEVON. PL81DH. 

Tel 01752 872672. Fax 01752 872723. 
email: chrissy@1oadhallmedals.com www.toadhaflmedals.com 



WORCESTERSHIRE MEDAL 
SERVICE LTD 

Specialist* in Medals and Medal Mounting. 

54 Hnwd Mrrrl. Side moor. Rnxnsgrmr. Wotn lUbl HI I 
M 01527 *35375 Fax: 11527 57479* 



Ml 1141 > rMHKVUONUil MIN MUHIN Ml ON (NUNS Lit VMII 
llll !!■ llll II ■■■HI %M>\II\IW1N» Ml DAI.S Si Pfl Oil 
MIIUI.1 IMsn AWBL RIINIS 1 4M> M f Y.VMMIfr* AI.SII GUUUi. 
MSI) NAP. HM I 417X1 I milN.II 


Order online using our secure nebsile mmm. uorrmedals.com 
F.-nuiil us ul nim(ii MommHluls.com 



Military Matters 

HAND F MBRIMDFRED GOUJ WIRE BLAZER BAUCIS A HAND PAIMEO 
HU I II \oi l s 
• Vlnl any Uup «C FAA. NqMdrw rte.l 

i IP ll MM, I v SWORI) KSUIS. SWORII MM.s \M> HI 11*1 I'M I I Ilf 
SLIDES AND HOARDS.TfESlRN. FJU. OR ASS4X lATIONl AND BKMETS. 

Should thrrr hr «y Hem yom mjuifr »hdl i* Ml lAnwn. pieaw contact m. and »< will endaww 
m hrlf. owciir unaMr In ha all (hr prtlwlt n m fmtifnkn 
Whether y%m art haymy foe yrwnrlf. ue a U^cd noc. «c will hr haffiy to give wa pnen 
and quant*} dhiiaaK mpm aftfAm.il urn 

Horn Hank Etidgr. Burn Hank. f.mnfield. Saddle worth. Oldham 013 71 T 
TH: *1457 X77DIB Ku: 9I4S7 K7JMM r mail houchlon hailri a bOalrmrLein 



Ships Photographs 
Wright & l^ganuw 

Royal Naval Museum Trading 


Co Ltd. No 10 Store, 

HM Naval Base, Portsmouth 
POI 3PY 

Tel 023 9282 6682 

karen@bosunsbooks.com 


GOLDEN JUBILEE OFFER! To 
enable you to look 'tiddly* on this 
special occasion, we arc offering 
the following Gold Wire Badges 
al discounted prices. Coronet Bla/er 
Badge * £10.00. IIMS Fulmar Bla/er 
Badge - £12.50. FAA (892 Sqn) 
Bla/cr Badge £12.50. FAA (Wings 
A Anchor) Bla/cr Badge - £10.00, 
Officers Cap Badge - £10.00, 
Officers Sword Knot • £20.00. All in 
slock now!! For further details 
telephone 01457 877010. 


Navy News 
Own Products 

If you are not satisfied with one of 
our own products sold through this 
paper, simply return it to us unused 
withinU days and we will replace it 
free of charge or issue a full refund 
(including postage) 

This guarantee does not affect your 
statutory rights 



Suppktre of Swtatehtft*. Polo Shirts. 

7 Shirts Hooded Svaatshets Rugb) 
Jt re ays Bastbal Capa and marry ottior 


Ijookinf* for old shipmates? 

• I vosi touch with an old run 
ashore oppo? 

* Or maybe you arc searching for 
a civvy friend or relative? 

Prices from 130.00 
Tel: 0208 291 9164 
e-mail: mailddtelexcc.co.uk 
TelExec, 86 Westwood Park, 
Forest Hill. London SE23 3QII 
(ex male lot al your service!) 


To tdvrrttM yout btiwitci cil ' 

023 9272 5062 

Sarah Jacobs 

023 9272 4226 

Lyn Hodge 

023 9275 6951 

Sheila Thompson 



Zd)entworth 

tht Ifaatrrm 


High quality pewter tankards, 
hip flasks, goblets, plates and 
much more. Engraved with 
Ship’s Crests, Badges and 
Logo s to your own designs 

Full colour brochure. 

A R WENTWORTH (SHEFFIELD) LTD 

Tankard House. 25 leadmM Road Sheffield SI 3JA 
TH 0114 272 5676 Fax: 0114 272 6651 
•mail selesuwentwonh-pewter com 
wvbattv www.wanlworth-pawtar.cam 



ntfarts 

SKYDIVING COURSES 
IN FLORIDA 



Free!all Adventures. Florida 

met A»ya* Pwm taka—a. Hw*4a BOX UU 
T#l (S61i 38« 0(60-Fax:(Ml I SOI 4468 
Email: ftkydivaMilt^aol com 
www Hndvanlures com 


No Waffle! 

Quality Clothing at the Right Price 
Embroider** or Printed. Rote's, 
T-ahirta, twaatatiirta. BaaabaU Capa. 

Sport* ClotAlng. Motor*port 
Jacksta, Zippo Ughtera, OUaawart, 
Silvsrwar*. Mu|i, TO Badge* etc. 
Wt'ra your On* Stop Ihop’U 

Im-Press Promotions Plymouth 

01752-316914 

im'praaaplymou tk - btcoonoct oom 
wwwimproaa plymouth.com 

“Use us; the rest 

Of the Fleet rteee”! 


Designer Sunstrings, thongs, swimslips for 
him/her in de-luxe fabrics and prints. 

Send £2 in stamps (credited) for our 35th edition colour 
catalogue illustrating over 50 items to: 


1 SOB Cloucester Road, Bristol BS7 8NT 





1 NGLVND LVPICTS 





, v |^l?£kl\cturii 
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Cnglanfi" 

OLD ALBION 
PO BOX 241 99 

I 4>mJnn SWI8 4WY 
TELi 0795? ISI706 


Old Albion proudly 
presemt 5 new bah 
tnwrl drtigm 100% 
mode in Britain, our 
superior Quality towels 
jrr 100% cotton. 
28x50 inches (hath 
towel sire) and are 
woven not printed 
Simply phone for more 
information or tend a 
cheque or postal order 
to (Mir address, nuking 
it payable to: 

Old Albion. 

£10 

♦£2 VAV (UK) each 

e-mail: 

vnnignugrW*morn tin 
wehwrr 

http /'» Ufcn »w an 


“The/ Garter Compasvy" 

LcuUey Garters VctigruxL to Suit All occasiont 
Send your loved one a garter, for Valentines, Anniversaries, birthdays 
or special occasions. 

Ideal as gifts for Ladies's Night's and other Mess Functions 
For details contact . 

The Garter Company 

www.thegBrtercompany.com 
E-mail: russelsidney@thegartercompany.com 
or: phone 00 44 (0) 23 9264 5752 fax 00 44 (0) 23 9261 4912 

or write to: The Garter Company, 23 Privett Place, 
Gosport, Hants POI2 3SG 

Catalogues and Cd's available of all designs and more! 



, p 

'ffibwerh 



For oil occasions / Births / Birthdays ! Anmvrrsunrs 
To say I love you f Get Wrll Soon - Srm Daily to UK & Nl 

12 Roms Rrd or Yellow or Mixed ..£14 00 

24 Ro*e% Rrd or Yellow or Mixed .£19 00 

Mixed Bouquet from.£12.00 - £20.00 

40 Freesia & Ferns £15.00 

50 Blooms - All Pink or Pink «x While Bouquet A Gyps & Perm. £2000 

50 Wuotnc - All Ydkiw or Yellow & Burnt Orange 6r Gyps 6r Ferns .... £20.00 

50 Blooms - All While or Yellow fe While & Gyps & Ferns. £20 00 

As Above Colour Range - no Raws 6r Gyps 6r Ferns.£12.00 - £17.50 

As Above Colour Range - with Roses k Gyps k Ferns.£18.00 

llot Line Number Tel:OI4HI 246708 Fax:01481 243406 

All C/C* Arcepled / Post*I Orders / Cheques / buro Cheques Made Payable 

lo; jOYS ROSES 6r FLOWERS. FlanrtngD. Sl Sampsons. Guernsey. CL GY2 4WB 

* ^ 
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Attommodaiion 


r ide Residential Lettings 


For a choice or quality properties 
in the Solent area contact: 

Suuthsca/Old Portsmouth Portsmouth & Surrounding 

023 9229 6022 023 9265 0101 


SUPPORT YOUR CLUB 


All booking requirements in writing only, enclosing £5 deposit 
on each Family Room. Enclose a S.A.E. for your receipt. 
ACCOMMODATION: For Service Personnel, their families and 
dependents plus ex. serving personnel and R.N.A. members 
who may be visiting the Plymouth area. 

FUNCTIONS: We cater for all types of functions at very 
competitive prices. Ships Functions. Mess Parties. Wedding 
Receptions. Reunions of ships, past and present, we offer an 
ideal facility. 


Royal Fleet Club 

Morice Square, Devonport. Plymouth PL1 4PO 
Telephone inquiries only Plymouth 01752 562723 


ASK FOR QUOTATION. CONTACT THE MANAGER 

WITHOUT DELAY TO AVOID DISAPPOINTMENT 


Garian House 


Flatlets 


Self'Catenng flatlets, neai sea and shops Fully equipped Colour TV. fridge, 
cooker, hnen. etc Ideal for a visit by family or gal friend 
CHARGE PER PERSON - MINIMUM 2 PERSONS 
WEEKLY JULY A AUGUST - £10000 WEEKLY JUNE A SEPTEMBER - £80.00 

OTHER MONTHS - £7000 LONG LETS - £60.00 

1st SEPT - 1st JUNE ANY 3 NIGHTS (CONSECUTIVE) - £45 00 
DEPOSIT PER PERSON - £20.00 

CHL0REN 12 YEARS OR IfOER HALF PRICE IF SLEEPNG N THE SAME ROOM AS ADULTS 
BOOKINGS ARE SATURDAY TO SATURDAY ONLY DURfIG MAY - OCTOBER 

MR CURTIS. 70 FEST1NG GROVE. SOUTHSEA. PORTSMOUTH, HANTS. 
TELEPHONE: 023 0273 3581 Belwaen 0am - 4pm 

www.garianhouse.co.uk 


Hampshire Court Hotel 

29/31 Hampshire Terrace, Southsea POI 2QF 

Delightful listed building, 1823. Central for seafront, 
stations, city centre, ferry ports etc. Private car parking 
Tea/coffee making facilities, colour TVs in all rooms + full 
English breakfast 

Telephone (023) 9282 3522 


-THE GRAND HOTEt— 

Plymouth 

Accommodation A Full English Breakfast 
Off Season (November - March) 

£22.50 pppn sharing a double/twin 
Special Discounted Rates offered for 1 night or more 
between Thursday - Sunday. 

Subject to availability at time of booking. 

Built in 1879 with 77 bedrooms and conveniently 
situated on Plymouth Hoe r y 

I a \ a\ T r Telephone: (01752) 661195 


HW.idNl rr Am r y hi»ir lt*r *«» m 

(lAKTE.RM TRY HOTEL 
SOUTHSEA 

RIX™VATmN^TO92297T36 


MOTH Rf OPEN AWR Rf HJR8ISHMf NT 
Booh Ool.no Group Discounts Available 
Modern Comfortable Accommodetiea 


• Off Rood Cor Fork mg 
BrB from f70 pot ponon por night 
a Eo mono Root 


^TORQUAY* 
Southbank Hotel 

•Licensed Bar ETB6666 

• Family rooms available 

• Close to seafront ♦ shops 

• H/C. Tea*Coffee. TV. All Rooms 

Mags (Simon) A Rachel Thacker 
Both Ex-Navy 

Tel: 01803 296701 
Fax: 01803 292026 


J0RTSM0UXI 

LADY 1 

HAMILTON 


Closest B+B to Naval Base. 

100 yards from main gate. 
HMS Victory/Mary Rose/ 

HMS Warrior/ 

Museums all on doorstep. 

22 rooms most en-suite, 
singles/doubles/twins * 
family rooms, colour T.V, 
Tea+Coffee facilities, free house 

V Tel: 023 9287 0505 J 


(§®Ga 0 OE)BB[l[?) 

®ca| 

MISSIS 


Now you can reach 
a truly global audience! 
To find out more contact 
Sheila Thompson on 

0227© (30i 


[il liV?S\* 

Osmond guest Mouse 

42 'Pift Street. 1 fat Moe 

•- 01752 229705 

K.-J anj Bitakfau Inm CIH-I25.M 
Seafront. ( ourtwy pick up from 
ujImwh 4 poaler bed. All rooms 
\ i TV TcsVTnfTcv making / 
Minify Knmitr Parting y/^| 


ORLANDO 

Florida 

CIokc to l>iMicy. 4 Bed luxury 
Villa with pool, bleeps 10. 
New 2001. 

Phone Maria on 023 9263 9638 
w w «au nshi iu* -m:i g ic.cc >.u k 


Stalham-Norfolk 


Comfortable Two Bedroom 
Holiday Chalet* On 
Attractive .Site. 

Ideal location for Touring 
Norfolk Broads and ('oast. 
From £85.00 p.w. 

Tel: 01692-581985 


ADJOINING PLYMOUTH 
HOE AND SKA FRONT 

Friendly pic*l house, (TV’s. 
Te*A*ofTec. C.H.. mmtly cn Mine. 
T.V. lounge, parking. From £IK p.p. 

Kdgcumbc (* ucst House 
50 Pier Street. West Hoe 
Tel 01752 660675 

E-mail haw toncedara.eo.uk 
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SOUTHSEA 


CALI. FOk Mork di TaTTs 

023 92B2 1653 


• B»B / Room On hr / 

I vvnutf M««l% Available 
- Just Off Southsea Saafrom 
- Ofl Road Cat Paib 
B*B tram CIS pat poraan pat night 
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Navy News is Online! - Visit us at www.navynews.co.uk 




^King Cfoa/tdcs 



Medway ‘Golden Jubilee’ Navy Days Break 

Tuesday 4* June - Friday 7 * June 

5 Nights Dinner. Acvommodahon & Full English Breakfast 
Free Entrance to Navy Days on Tuesday 4* June 
Free Fjitrancc k> the Royal Engineers Museum on Wednesday 5* June 
Free Day lo visit Medway's Dickens Festival in Rochester on Thursday tf June (Free transport provided to Rochester) 

~ £79.00 pp based on two people sharing ~ 
Telephone 01634 830303 


PORTLAND TAKES OVER FROM KENT IN THE GULF 


Fastest frigate first 
time on operations 


CENTRAL to the process of 
putting HMS Portland into 
action as Armilia Guardship 
in the Gulf was the transfer 
from HMS Kent of a Royal 
Marines Protection Team. 


The Royals had been operat¬ 
ing for several months in the 
Kent before she handed over 
the Armilia baton to her sister 
Type 23 frigate off Salalah, 
Oman and so brought with 
them vital experience of embar¬ 


go enforcement operations. 

The two ships had been built 
together on the Clyde and so 
their ships companies had also 
already formed a strong bond. 

Once all exchanges were 
complete, Kent exercised her 



• SISTER'S SALUTE: HMS Portland (right ) fires a watery salvo in salute as she takes over 
Armilia Patrol duties from HMS Kent 


traditional right as the depart¬ 
ing ship to carry out a steam 
past of Portland with her battle 
ensign flying. 

In return Portland - on her 
first operational deployment - 
gave Kent the likewise tradi¬ 
tional salute with her fire 
hosest 

Earlier Portland had received 
a trophy from the insurance 
company Affinitas, to be 
awarded within the ship to the 
Mess that makes the most out¬ 
standing contribution to 
“whole ship" activity. 

One sad departure from her 
ship's company was Chris 
O'Connor, thus finally breaking 
up a trio of OM(AWs) that had 
been together since they 
joined the Navy. 

Chris arrived with Ashley 
Salt and Chris Pickering at 
HMS Raleigh on November 22. 

1999. All passed out of the new 
entry establishment together 
and went on to the same class 
at HMS dryad for warfare train¬ 
ing. They then joined HMS 
Fearless together for Exercise 
Argonaut 2000, finally joining 
the Portland on December 2, 

2000. Chris O’Connor left to 
loin the OM(AW)1 course at 

MS Dryad 

Four days later the highlight 
of the ship s visit to Bahrain 
was a call from Deputy Prime 
Minister John Prescott, who 
was passing through on a 



• BREAKUP: Departure of OM(AW) Chris O'Connor 
spelled the end of a trio that had been together since 
Chris joined the Navy at HMS Raleigh with fellow OMs 
Ashley Salt and Chris Pickering . 


diplomatic tour of coalition 
states involved in the war 
against international terrorism 
and found the chance to see 
the newest and fastest frigate 
in commission too good to 
miss. 

Since assuming the Armilia 
mantle Portland has been busy 
carrying out boarding opera¬ 
tions in the Arabian Gulf as well 


as surveillance of shipping 
movements up and down the 
Gulf in support of United 
Nations Security Council 
re solutions. 

During this time she also 
assisted in the successful high 
seas firing of a ship-launched 
Sea Skua missile from a ship of 
the Kuwaiti Navy. 


1° 

HI 



• FOOD FOR THOUGHT: Deputy Pnme Minister John 
Prescott visits the gleaming galley of HMS Portland. The 
ready, steady cooks are (L-R) Dave Britten, Andrew 
Thompson, Gary Stocks and Anthony Morris. 
































































































The Queens visit to HMS SULTAN. Gosport. Hampshire 


lf'5 

KEJGf'MNG 

GOlVl 

This year is going to 
be a Golden year for 
many people in the UK. 

It's the Queen s Golden 
Jubilee year. That means 
it's 50 years since the 
Queen came to the throne. 
Read our story to find out 
more about the Queen 
during her amazingly long 
reign. 

But it's not only the Queen 
who’s hit Gold this year - 
the GB Woman's Curling 
team scooped Gold medals 
in the Winter Olympics in 
Salt Lake City. 

Many of our top athletes 
will be hoping to win Gold in 
the Commonwealth Games 
that are being held this 
time in Manchester in June. 

Famous actress Dame Judi 
Dench may have a fistful of 
Gold trophies after the 
Oscars and no doubt the 
actors and Director of 
Lord of the Rings will be 
bringing some Gold back 
from the important film 
ceremony. 


Long memory for 
the Queen but 
can you tell us 
what’s changed? 

In this very important 
year for the Queen it 
must be strange for 
Her Majesty to look 
back and think of all 
the things that have 


changed during her 
reign. She may even 
be considering that 
some things, like 
personal computers 
and game boys, didn’t 
even exist when she 
took over the throne 
from her father King 
George VI in 1952. 
Can you think of 


things that have 
changed since the 
1950's? Can you spot 
things that have been 
invented since that 
time? Why don't you 
write and tell us - we 
have some great 
prizes for the best 
letters. Of course 
we'll print the best 
ones on our page and 
we might even send 
them to Her Majesty! 




WIN A FAMILY TICKET TO THORPE PARK 

ItlDf ON TMI WORLD S FIRST TIN LOOTING ROLLER COASTIR 

NEW THIS 
SEASON!! 

Loops * 10 = dixzylO ♦ 
disorientating 10 + daxedIO 

= the Power off Ten 
To enter this competition 
answer the following 
question correctly and you 
could be a 'lucky winner' 

Question: How many loops 
does Thorpe Park's record 
breaking Colossus have? 


Put voui answer on a postcard and send with your name, address and membership number to - 

Thorp® Padt Competition, Young Readers Club, Navy News, 
HMS Nelson, Queen Street. Portsmouth. Hants P01 3HH 

Thorpe Pork 2002 Season Open 22nd March - 3rd November 2002 
Advance hookings 0870 444 4466 or www thorpepark com 

Tho CcMotb decitron it final relatives and etncMoyeet ot Navy Mem ate mel»sM»*e 



TOP ROYAL REIGNING FACTS 

50 years is a long time to be ruling a country and 

an awful lot con happen! 

Here are Ten Top facts about the Queen and 

her reign: 

1. The Queen has received around 3 million 
items of correspondence 

2. The Queen heads up 620 charities 

3. Live gifts of two tortoises, an elephant and a 
canary have been received by the Queen 
during her reign. 

4. 17 ships have been launched by the Queen 

5. The Queen has 30 Godchildren - whew, loads 
of birthdays to remember! 

6. Corgi dogs play a big part in the Queen's life 
and she has owned 301 Her first Corgi was 
called Susan 

7. The Queen introduced a new breed of dog 
called a Dorgi when Princess Margaret's dog, 
a dachshund, mated with one of the corgis 

8. Every Tuesday the Queen has a meeting with 
the Prime Minister. During her reign she has 
given tea to 10 Prime Ministers at that 
meeting. 

9. The Queen has sent over 100,000 telegrams 
to people in Britain and the Commonwealth 
who have reached the age of 100. 

10. The Queen is the fifth longest serving 
British Monarch. She is beaten only by 
Queen Victoria, George m. Henry HI and 
Edward HI. 



The Queen in 1965 talking to Senior Ratings of the 
Third Submarine Squadron on board HMS MAIDSTONE 


Golden Navy Days - June 2-4 

The ever popular KM Chatham Navy Days 
will be taking place again this year. 

This time it will be very special as it's the same time as the 
big celebration weekend for the Queen's Golden Jubilee. 

HRHThe Princess Royal will be attending and so will a huge 
array of warships from as many as eight nations. In the best 
tradition of Navy Days there'll also be bands, air displays, land 
displays and a Military tattoo. 

We have Ten Family Tickets to give away to the 
First Ten lucky members to write in with their 
Name. Address and Membership Number. 

For more information contact Group Sales on 01634 823800 
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DARING, DAUNTLESS, DIAMOND, DRAGON, 
DEFENDER AND DUNCAN/ 


Do you recognise any 

Well, these are the 
names for the six 
brand new Type 45 
Destroyers that will 
be entering service in 
the Royal Navy in 
2007. 

At the moment all the 
clever designers are 
studying their design 
boards and computer 


of these names? You don't? 


design programmes to 
check they've got 
everything right! When 
they’re absolutely sure 
they will pass their 
very secret plans to 
the shipbuilding yards 
so they can begin 
building. 

It's all very exciting 
and there's only one 


place to keep up with 
all the news on these 
amazing destroyers and 
that's Navy News! Our 
editorial team is hot on 
the trail of all the 
latest info and you can 
read all about what life 
is going to be like on 
board these ships very 
soon. 



Missile away! The T45 Destroyers will be armed with the new state-of-the-art 
ASTER surface to air missile that can destroy any enemy aircraft or missiles 


VfDBOS 

TO 

WfHf 
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Warner Home 
Videos 

Disease is the crime 
The cure is - 
Osmosis Jones! 



We have video s and DVD's to 
give away to the first members 
to write in with their name, 
address and membership 


Entries to: Osmosis Jones'. 

Young Readers Club. 

Navy News. HMS Nelson. 
Queen Street Portsmouth P01 3HH 

Closing Date For Entries: 

4th May 2002 


Birthday Congratulations! M 


Jonathon Burlord 
Guy Hart 
Andrew Evans 
Luke Johnson 
Sarah Lockie 
Danny Siggers 
Chloe Martin 
Samuol Whitelcy 
Lewis Whitmill 
Remit Woodburne 
Ewan Christie 
Amy Wilkes 
David Windle 
Emma Roberts 
Somuel Ryan Fecitt 
James Tatum 
Mark Smith 
Alice Vanns 
Sabnella Boswell 
Matthew Kendrick 
Arran Starling 
David Murphy 
Jessica Cowley 
Jason Dowdall 
Scan Knox 
Nicola Nomdge 


Alex Frampton 
Thomas Temple 
Murray 

Sam Williams 
Angharad Richards 
Alexander Laws 
David Fry 
Daniel Meath 
Thomas Wilkes 
Christopher Robson 
Michael Hadley 
Daniel Morton 
Jack Francis 
James Hadden 
James Parker 
Andrew 
Shuttlewoith 
Kayleigh Phipps 
Ellen Braide 
Tom Cheek 
Victoria Claydon 
Gary Davies 
Rebecca Thompson 
Callum Rowe 
Christopher Rands 
Ashley Wilson 


Luke Willis 
Jade Stevenson 
David Leighton 
Claudia Faccenda 
Karl Murray 
Thomas Vause 
Tahira Higman 
Lewis McLean 
Thomas Haytet 
Leanne May 
Phillip Broadbent 
Chloe Norton 
Katie 

Davies-Gregory 
Jack Rolinson 
Sam Lucas 
Elisha Hayes 
Kevin Moore 
Reece Daffm 
Scon McCue 
James Wilesmith 
Blair Smith 
Oliver Cox 
Thomas Cooper 
Robert Hockaday 
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How the Novy s new T45 Air Defence Destroyer will look. 


THE MESS DECK 


As usual our post bag is full of 
your letters! Thanks to everyone 
for dropping us a line! Now that 
we are welcoming older readers to 
the Club we expect the bag to be 
bursting at the seams!! 

Faye Elliot-Saunders has sent us a 
brilliant Press Gang report on her 
weekend away on HMS Bristol. You 
can see the report in the July 
special edition of the Young Reader's 
pages. 

Chloe Martin sent us a great drawing 
of her rabbit in its new hutch. 

Robbie the Rabbit was fed up 
because a fox was hanging around 


and Robbie had to be kept in his 
hutch all day. Now Chloe'S dad has 
put the hutch in his new metal shed 
and he says the fox would need to 
buy an acetylene torch to get 
through that!! 

Thanks go to two Sophies this 
month. Sophie Spedding wrote to 
say she loved the pages and all the 
puzzles and competitions and to 
Sophie Jackson's Mum who said lots 
of nice things about the Club and the 
pages We are glad you like them 1 

That's all we've got room for this 
month but keep those letters coming 
- we love 'em! 


Your chance to send for a presentation pack of 

AIRCRAFT FROM 1 SS 2 TO PRESENT DAY 

The set comprises a full set of Five stamps. 

Royal Mail Special Stamp Products are available from www.royalmail.com/shop 
or from Royal Mail Orderline 08457 6416411 



We have 25 of these super presentation packs to give away to the first 25 of our members 
to send us a postcard marked ‘AIRLINE STAMP OFFER' to: 

Young Readers Club, Navy News, HMS Nelson, Queen Street. Portsmouth P01 3HH 

CLOSING DATE FOR ENTRIES : 26TH APRIL 2002 

The Editor's decision is final relatives sod employees of Navy News are inetigiblo to entor 


All new members enrolled in both Clubs will now have + 
Life Membership that lasts until their 16th Birthday. 


Members of the club will be able to use their membership cards to obtain discounts on entry to 
many local attractions and events throughout the Year, both in their own locality and nationwide. 
Our new style coupon reflects these changes • see below 


YOUNG RAO RS CLUB 

Mease enroll me as a member of Tbe young Readers Club. 

/ enclose e POcbegue (payable to Mery dews) for: 

£t7.S0 - Ufe Membership ("S^) (Includes e copy of daey dews for 12 months) 


Name_ 

Address 


Postcode ... 

E-mail address „ 
School attended 
Joined by: 

Do you have any 
Special Interests: 




.0.0.B 


.Tel No 


Parent 1 
Brothers D 
Sport □ 
Friends □ 


Grandparent 
Sisters T 
Music T 
Reading ~1 


Other 

Ages 

FilnVTV 


n 

a 


X 


Send your completed form, together with a postal order/cheque for £1750 to: 

'Young Readers Club' 

Navy News, HMS Nelson, Portsmouth POI 3HH 

call 023 9273 3558 or 023 9282 6040 (24 hr Answerphone) 


A 


We will also accept payment by.* Visa. Delta. Access. Mastercard. Solo or Switch on order s of £5.00 or over 
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Navy man 
at helm 
of RAF 
sailing club 

A NAVY mail has taken over the 
helm of an RAF tailing duh in 
Cyprus. 

1.1 Cdf Nobby llall said: “I am 
delighted as it’s the closest I will 
ever get lo being a commodore 
and in command of my own fleet" 
as he assumed responsibility for 
the Limassol Services Sailing Club 
al RAI \krniiri 

lilts is the first time the dub, 
founded in 1W, hits had a mem¬ 
ber of the Senior Service in charge. 

It boast* an ideal waterfront 
location on the base, and has a 
flotilla of sailing craft and power- 

U».||N 

Akroliri is the largest RAF air 
station, and IIO of the Western 
Sovereign Base C ommander. 

flic sailing club offers member 
vlnp tor all Services personnel and 
their dependants in the area. 

It is fully KYA-accredited and 
regularly runs KYA sailing and 
powerboat courses Lt Cdr flail is 
also an RYA powerboat instructor. 

Army hosts 
chess event 

THE ARMY is to host the fom- 
bined Services Clicss Champion¬ 
ships at Wilton Park, Bcaconsficld, 
Bucks, from Mav 

The tournament is open to all 
serving and ex-scrvicc personnel 
and MOD civilians. 

The RAF have dominated the 
top prizes over the past ten years, 
so team managers arc hoping to 
find a player from the Senior 
Service to take the laurels. 

Any standard of player, Grand 
Masters to novices, arc welcomed, 
and the learn to play in this year's 
NATO championships will he 
selected on the basis of perfor¬ 
mance in this tournament. 

Enquiries and entry forms arc 
available from C'RSfSM) David 
Ross, 9.160 43024 (BT 01923 
#43024). or contact by email al 
dtniblcduff* (A uol. ami 


Trophy treble for BRNC students 


Now the students have pulled off a 
third win - their closest yet - and once 


THE STUDENTS of Britannia Royal Naval 
College have achieved an historic treble 
for the first time in their history. 

The trainee RN officers have landed 
three major Royal Navy championships 
within a period of eight months. 

First came a comfortable win in the 
Navy Cup athletics championships last 
July at Brickfields, Plymouth. 

The second leg was a tightly-contest¬ 
ed 31-22 win against HMS Heron in the 
Navy Rugby Knock-out Cup final in 
December at Burnaby Road In 
Portsmouth, as reported in Navy News. 


again it was Heron on the receiving end. 

The treble was clinched with a 5-4 win 
in the Lambs Navy Hockey Knock-out 
Cup final in February at Exeter University 
in front of an enthusiastic crowd. 

The college quickly went two up on 
the university's sand-based pitch, and 
although Heron pegged one back the 
students struck twice more to lead 4-1. 

Heron hit back again to stand at 4-3. 
but BRNC notched a fifth before the final 
score went to Heron - not enough to 


prevent BRNC taking the trophy for the 
first time. 

The PT department at the college - 
WOPT Glen Young. POPTs Neil Conway 
and Sean Childs, Sgt Jon Telford and 
LPT Darby Allen, believe the success is 
down to the enthusiasm and endeavour 
of both cadets and staff. 

The college has a great ethos regard¬ 
ing sport and the benefits it brings as a 
whole, building teamwork, leadership 
and courage - and helping to relieve the 
stress of an Intensive course which lasts 
up to 12 months. 


Six shooters 


Til It ROYAL Navy Ux>k a big step 
towards the 2QQB mu? Services 
football championships by demol¬ 
ishing the RAr 6-1. 

The match - played for the first 
time in Scotland, at Dumbarton 
FC"s Strathclyde Homes Stadium 
- attracted a good crowd of 700 
despite penning rain, and the spec¬ 
tators were treated to a top-class 
display from the home team. 

Battling against strong winds as 
well as rain, the Navy adapted to 
the conditions more readily than 
the airmen, and early pressure 
brought a goal just before the half- 
hour mark, when POFT Nick 
Haigh took advantage of a goal¬ 
mouth scramble to tap the hall in 
from three yards. 

A minute later the Dark Blues 
doubled their lead as the front two 
of POPT Fraser Ouirkc and CpI 
Richie Hope outpaced and outma¬ 
noeuvred the RAF rearguard 
again, Hope being bundled over in 
the box and Ouirkc drilling the 
spot-kick into the bottom right- 
hand aimer of the net. 

With a strong hack-line of Lt 
Terry Price, LAEM John Dclahayc 
and AEM Steve Dann bottling up 
the RAF forwards, there was only 
one side in it - and the Navy went 
three up just before half time when 
Ouirkc notched his second goal. 

During the interval. John 
O’Neil, star of I libs and Scotland, 
and brother of Navy player Steve 


O'Neil, presented trophies and 
medals to many of the 3.M) children 
who had participated in the RNFA 
(Scotland) Soccer 7s tournament 
the previous weekend. 

T nc RAF had the benefit of the 
wind in the second half, but despite 
early probings they were unable to 
breacn the Naw defence. 

As the Air Force continued to 
push for a breakthrough, it was 
inevitable that they would leave 
tfMKclvct vulnerable .»l the hack 
and it was Ouirkc who punished 
them on the break, wrapping up his 
hat-trick in the S4th minute and 
effectively killing off the game. 

The RAF pulled a goal 
back on the hour when a 
speculative long-range shot 
took a wicked deflection, 
leaving Navy keeper OM 
Jamie McGall wrong-footed. 

But Ouirkc added a fifth for the 
Navy, and his fourth of the night, 
within four minutes, and Hope got 
his just rewards when he netted the 
Navy’s sixth on 75 minutes. 

Jack McGinn. President of the 
Scottish Football Association, pro 
sented the Cassar Cup to Terry 
Price, the Royal Navy captain, at 
the end of the match, which was 
sponsored by Babcock 
Engineering Services. 

flic setting was appropriate for 
the current Navy squad, which fea¬ 
tures a number of 'native' players. 



• The Royal Navy (white) put pressure on the RAF goal during 
their 6-1 win in the in ter-Services championship. 


su . based .it l IMS 

Caledonia in Rosyth, played for 
ihc Motherwell and Dundee youth 
squads, and now represents the 
Navy and the Combined Services, 
as well as playing for Arthulic FC. 

Keeper Jamie McGall played 
between the posts for the Rangers 
youth team, while former 
kilmarnock player Dave Wilson, of 
HMS Glasgow, also turns out for 
Newport Foot hall duh on the Isle 
of Wight in the Dr Martens 


Premier Ixaguc. 

Lt Price said: M Wc arc a good 
team, and given tonight’s great 
performance. I have no doubt that 
we can go on to win the 
Constantinople Cup". 

That trophy is tnc prize for the 
inter-Scrvice champions, and the 
show-down with the Army was 
scheduled to be played at 
Aldershot as Navy A/rn.i went to 
press. See the May edition for a 
full report. 


Hunt is on for rugby 
big-match mascot 


ARF. you aged between seven and 
12? Would you like to be a star at 
Twickenham? 

Would you and your family like 
lo be VIP guests at the Army v 
Navy rugbv union match on Mav 

4? 

Then enter this year’s team mas- 
a>l competition. 

The winner will be kitted out 
with a replica version of the RN 
team strip. 

They and their family will be 
VIP guests of the RN Rugby 


Union, and the mascot will parade 
on the pitch with the team and fea¬ 
ture in the team photograph. 

Just answer this question: The 
Royal Navy team colour is Navy 
blue - what colour does the 
Army team use? 

Answers on a postcard or sealed 
envelope to: I J Cdr Mike Smyth. 
do RNRU. HMS Icmcrairc. 
Burnaby Road. Portsmouth POI 
2HB. 

■ Ihc Armv v Navy match ticket 
hotline is 0870 444 6633 


Academy side bridge the gap 


ONCE again the Command competition proved 
to be a very successful event and provided the 
basis for the selection of an Academy side. 

This was the first time that an academy side 
had been run and it has provided a vital step 
between Establishment and Command rugby to 
the full Navy side. 

The Academy has been a major success this 
season, and has allowed selectors to identify a 
rich vein of untapped rugby talent, and give them 
a taste of representative rugby. 

The Academy side put in some good perfor¬ 
mances, and their finest hour came with a 
resounding victory against the RAF. Players have 
also stepped into the full Navy side when regu¬ 
lars have been unavailable. 


Many of last season's First XV have been 
involved in promoting rugby at grass-roots level, 
with many taking an active role in the coaching 
and development of their Establishment sides, 
and many assist at local clubs. 

Del Cross. Martyn Wooitorton and Dan Parkes 
have certainly been active in this role at home, 
with Dave Sibson and Nick Bartlett doing their 
bit overseas during HMS Cornwall's deployment. 

The First XV season is now well under way, 
and despite disappointing early results, the Navy 
selector is optimistic that this season's squad 
has continued to develop, and they are more 
than capable of retaining the inter-Services 
championship with captain Nick Bartlett at the 
helm. 


Simon is 
back with 
a bang 

NAVY weightlifter Simon Mansell 
has returned from a year out lo 
pick up where he left off - break¬ 
ing his own records. 

But these arc the last events 
which WO Mansell (42) will enter 
in Navy ailours, as he leaves the 
Service in June for a iob in the 
legal department of Penwith 
District Council. 

He managed a creditable sec¬ 
ond place in Ihc 40-45 age group. 
UI5kg+ class at the Southern 
Weightlifting Championships in 
Essex - his total lift of 205kg was 
just 2.5kg off the European quali¬ 
fying mark. 

He then set a SW Counties 
record from a standing front press 
of 100kg .mil .i < lorvUi 
seniors/masters record for the 
front squat of 145kg. breaking his 
own record by 10kg. 

Expedition 
heads north 


A JOINT Services offshore sailing 
expedition is l<* K held to the 
Baltic in May. 

Exercise White Bear, which will 
be staged from May 20 to 
September 13. will see a 67ft Joint 
Services Sail Training Craft leave 
Gosport and take passage through 
the North Sea. North Cape, tnc 
Barents Sea and the White Sea, 
and into the Baltic. 

The trip will be divided into legs 
of two to three weeks, with crew 
changes in Aberdeen. Bodo. 
Murmansk. Petru/avodsk. St 
Petersburg and Kiel. 

Personnel from all three 
Services arc eligible, and crews 
will comprise both novices and 
experienced sailors 

A few volunteers with language 
qualifications will be required. 

Further details arc available in a 
Joint Service DO, or from lJ C'dr 
A.R.J. Spring on 01252 451817 
(military 92 14800 1817], email 
ASPRtNGtAdstifiov.uk or from Fit 
Sgt R. Black on 0208 845 2300 ext 
8633 (military 95233 8633). 

Trophy win 

TEAMS from HM ships 
Illustrious and Trafalgar aimpclcd 
against two local lean 
Mombasa for the HMS Brilliant 
Cup. a memorial trophy to those 
who died in the 1989 air disaster. 

HMS Illustrious beat the hosts, 
Mombasa Sports Club, in the foot¬ 
ball competition, and aimpletcd 
the double by beating TVafalgar in 
th Thg of Wfcr 

The event was sponsored by 
Inchcapc Shipping, who handle 
RN ship visits, and w ho display the 
trimhy in Inchcapc House. 

The trophy commemorates the 
loss of a Lvnx helicopter in 1989 
on a flight between HMS Brilliant 
to Mombasa, m iMdl the flight 
crew and passengers were killed. 



• A skier from the Royal Navy team gets up fo speed 
during the BT Defence Giant Slalom at the Combined 
Services Ski and Snowboard championships at Megeve 
in the French Alps. pour* ^ bmh 


Injuries hamper team 


SMART new team racing kit, 
sponsored by Raytheon, was 
matched by slick performances as 
the Royal Navy team claimed a 
number of medals at the inter- 
Service Skiing and Snowboarding 
Championships in the French 
resort of Megeve. 

Lt Tnsh Kohn was undoubtedly 
the ladies’ strongest team member, 
winning gold in the BAE Systems 
downhill, and the slalom, as well as 
Silver in the BT Defence giant 
slalom. 

CPOPT Carol Strong also 
brought home a silver for the team, 
coming second in the slalom. 

Sgt Ross Barbour RM made a 
spectacular comeback after a 
three-year break from the champi¬ 
onships. as he recovered from 
major knee surgery. 

Ross won three bronze medals, 
in the downhill, the slalom and the 


giant slalom events, giving him 
third place overall in the Men’s 
Gimbined Alpine Championship. 

Sadly, two of the ladies' team 
members. Lt Rachel Morgan and 
S/Lt Sophie Dixon, were injured 
during the racing, which hampered 
the team’s chances of winning any 
team trophies. 

“I hope to be back next year, 
and go for gold." said a disappoint¬ 
ed Sophie, who was new to the 
team this year. 

Team captain Lt Debdash 
Bhattacharya said that 
despite some some set¬ 
backs. he was pleased with 
the results. 

“It was unfortunate that Lt Jeff 
Choat. the Navy Number One, 
couldn't be spared from opera¬ 
tional duties at 750 Squadron," he 
said. 


“However, his absence, and that 
of a number of other team mem¬ 
bers, meant that we had an oppor¬ 
tunity to bring forward some new¬ 
comers to the team, who finished 
well. 

“This new blood gives us a good 
base for next year’s aimpctition.” 

In snowboarding. Navy champi¬ 
on 2002, AEM Ifcrry llamlvn. did¬ 
n’t make it into the medals, though 
CFO Mick Arrowsmith won the 
silver in the giant slalom event. 

New on the snowboard team 
were CPOMEA Michael Hawkes 
(HMS West m uiMcr) and S/Lt 
Miranda Scyd (BRNC). 

Miranda swooped straight on to 
the medals podium by winning sil¬ 
ver in the slalom, and she went on 
to take third place in the Individual 
Combined Cliampionship for her 
overall performance. 
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Sport l*tr 


Paraglider 
pilots to 
fly in Alps 

PARAGLIDER pilots are invited 
to test themselves in the 
spectacular scenery of 
Central Europe at the Joint 
Service Alpine Paragliding 
championships. 

Held between May 30 and 
June 9 and based at the 
Forces-run Drei Muhlen Lodge 
in Wertach, southern 
Germany, the event will be a 
face-off between the three 
Services and various NATO 
countries. 

Flying will take place in the 
Alpine regions of Germany, 
Austria and possibly Italy, and 
the event is open to all grades 
of Service pilots, with E.P./low 
airtime C.P. personnel strongly 
advised to enter. 

Championship tasks and 
conditions will be challenging 
but conducted in a safe and 
stimulating manner to develop 
pilot skills and abilities. 

In previous championships 
all competitors have achieved 
personal bests, whether they 
were their first one-hour 
flights, 30km cross-country, or 
reaching 10,000ft altitude. 

"Flying in these conditions 
is what this sport is all about, 
with stunning scenery, superb 
flying sites, excellent instruc¬ 
tion and. of course, the social 
evenings drinking German 
beer - so come and give It a 
try," said CPO Phil Whitelaw. 

For further details, contact 
Phil on 93781 7113 or on 
mobile 07879 416308, or Mick 
Moloney at Drei Muhlen on 
0049 8365 706 736. 

Texas-bound 

AS NAVY News went to prevs the 
Royal Navy youth football squad 
was starting a two-week tour to the 
United States, where they were 
competing in the Dallas 
International Youth Tournament. 

The Navy will play at least three 
matches in the competition, which 
attracts top-class sides from 
around the world. TVo friendlies 
arc also pencilled in. 


Navy squad 
bag medals 


I 


IIMS KALEIGII again proved to be a 
happy hunting ground for the RN cross 
country team as the squad easily sur¬ 
passed its previous best performance 
three years ugo with a haul of individual 
and team medals at the inter-Services 
championships. 

CpI Mark Croasdale (RM Careers 
Carlisle), with a dominant display of deter¬ 
mined running, took the Senior Men’s title 
afta twice finishing runner-up. 

Mark went straight to the front from the gun and 
was never headed, gradually stretching his lead 

In confident mood after a 15th place in the 
national crosscountry a week previous. Mark made 
light of the muddy sections of the course lo win by 
30 seconds 

Another Navy runner in great form is Sgl Mark 
Goodhdge (42 Cdo RM) 

Mark also made a determined start, and as the 
field spread out he settled into fourth spot, just 
ahead of Mne Wayne Dashper (IIOKM). 

With the first three breaking clear, Mark made a 
determined effort to close the gap. and his perse¬ 
verance and strength paid off as he moved into the 
bronze position and surged clear to hag the medal 

Wayne ran a typically gutsv race, his determina¬ 
tion evident in his face as he battled against fatigue 
to tab fifth plaoc. 

In the icam competition the Army-, once again, 
proved to have the edge, hut the Navy repeated 
their second place from HMS Raleigh three years 
aco and were delighted to have pushed the Army so 
close - and lo have confirmed that their tenure of 
last place is now finished, making the competition a 
true 3 way fight. 

In the Senior Women's race the Army's 2/Lt Jo 
Kelsey dominated, hut it was a Navy junior who 
pushed her closest. 

WStd Kelly Wharton < *45 NAS HMS Fearless) 
belied her youth and inexperience as she gave chase 
to Kclscv. hut having returned from service in the 
Gulf in f IMS Fearless only three weeks previously, 
the lack of winter preparaiion began to snow as the 
Army runner opened the gap. 

Kelly, however, pulled clear in second and was 
delighted with silver to add to her recent national 
cross country team winners medal with Bristol AC 



• Mick O'Connell (dark blue) on the attack against an RAF boxer during the 
recent inter-Services championships at HMS Nelson. 

Irish Hammer into the semis 


NAVY boxer Mnc Mick 
O'Connell has reached the 
semi-final stage ol tins 
year's national champi¬ 
onships after heating the 
Eastcrn/Homc Counties 
champion on points. 

Mick started his bout at a 
blistering pace, throwing 
combinations which were 
l.ist tor his opponent. 

The Irish Hammer 
changed tactics in the sec¬ 


ond round, switching the 
attack from head to body. 

life civilian went on the 
offensive in the third round, 
trying to land a big punch, 
hut O'Connell weathered 
the storm and hit hack with 
flurries of his own. 

The fourth round was 
O'Connell’s, with a fine dis¬ 
play of fast and fancy foot¬ 
work matched with da/yling 
boxing speed and skillv 


juniors from the previous week. 

Further hack, the remainder of the Nasy women 
wm potting up .« BtVCMi fight, with LWPT Belinda 
Fear making a tremendous finish to carve through 
the field in the last quarter of the race to move from 
I ith mto tilth place. 

As in the men’s race, the Army women proved 
too strong again and the Navy had to settle for 
another second place. 

The veteran men's race brought the long-awaited 
breakthrough of a team win for the Navy with a 
classic display of team running. 

From tnc gun WO Steve Payne (42 Cdo RM) 
challenged his rivals as he surged to the front and 
stretched the field. 

Behind him the other Nuvv runners quicklv 
began lo emerge, and as the field passed the RAS 
Training Rig for the first time things looked good 
for the men in dark blue, with a group of five 
including four Navy runners beginning to open a 
M> 

flie dominance was briefly upset as Lt Cdr 
Ginge Gough (HMS Tcmeraire) took a heavy 
tumble on the steep downhill stretch, unhurl hut 
shaken and now hack in IMh place. 

His work was now cut out to ensure he worked 
hack through to support the front runners. 

At the front the tremendous sight of 
three Navy vests away and stretching clear 
of the Army man in fourth place greeted 
the supporters as they passed the start 
area for the first time. 

Throughout the remainder of the first lap the 
lead was exchanged between Payne and, running an 
inspired race. Lt Graeme Riley (MOD Abbey 
Wood). as Maj John Rye (CTCRM) took close 
order behind. 

Further back. Gough was making stcadv progress 
through the field, working himsefi into fifth posi¬ 
tion. and whilst his efforts took their toll as he 
slipped hack to seventh in the final lap he was con¬ 
tent that his position was good enough to ensure a 
team wm 

During the second lap WO Payne began to make 
his 100-mile per week training regime pay off as he 
opened a gap on Rilcv and Rye, with Maj Rye con¬ 
tent to shepherd Lt Riley. ensuring that the tno of 
Navy vests remained in the medal positions and 
continue to open the gap. 

Only during the final lap did Mai Rye set about 
the pursuit of Payne, and with less tnan 400m to go 
he surged past him to take his second intcr-Scrvicc 
title and. with Payne second. Rilcv third and Gough 
in seventh, tlu* Vnv secured their !u\i men s inter- 
Service team victory. 

Cross country team secretary Lt Cdr Boh 
Dunklcy was delighted with the results, emphasis¬ 
ing (he whole team ethos, not onlv evident on the 
day hut throughout the season in the race build up 

Having shouted himself hoarse during the race, 
the present.»ti«»n petal .done with ( apt ( hnMic. 
Chairman of Navy Athletics, prosed to he a chal¬ 
lenge for his voice - hut as he pointed out. the cross 
country squad arc only pan way there and the best 
is yet to come. 




• Mark Croasdale. 



> Kelly Wharton. 


Blackpool Rock cracks 
in heavyweight title fight 


The win puts O'Connell 
in the semis at Middles¬ 
brough. and Navy boxing 
coach POPT O Shillingfora 
believes he c:in go funner. 

"Mick is a very talented 
boxer who has the opportu¬ 
nity and ability to win this 
year’s national title." said Q. 

11 will he up against 
the best boxers in the coun¬ 
try - how far he goes is up 
to him." 


A ROYAL Navy CPO was in the cor¬ 
ner when a British heavyweight con¬ 
tender was beaten by a defending 
international champion. 

CPO Andy Newnham, a PTI at Clyde 
Naval Base, has spent the past year as 
the assistant trainer to Matthew Ellis, 
known as the Blackpool Rock. 

The boxer first trained in the Faslane 
Navy Sportsdrome in 1999. where Andy 
runs a boxing club which boasts no less 
than four boxers who represent the 
Royal Navy and Royal Marines. 

One of them. Mne Jim Cusick. recent¬ 
ly won his bout in the Combined Services 
Championships. 

Ellis stepped into the ring at York Hall 
in Bethnal Green against WBC 
International champion Dennis Bakhtov 
•arty last month, and the Briton started 
well, jolting the Russian in the opening 
round and almost flooring him in Round 
Three. 

But Ellis then quickly ran out of steam, 
and the referee called a halt in round five. 

Andy recently gained his Professional 
Trainer and Second s Licence, has been 
in the Navy for 23 years, and is a former 



• Matthew Ellis - the Blackpool Rock. 

Portsmouth Command boxer himself. He 
is due to leave the Servico next year, and 
will join promoter Frank Warren’s team to 
work with Ellis. 


Basketball 
team show 
potential 

ARRIVING at thLv year’s inter- 
Service basketball competition 
with confidence high after solid 
victories against southern region 
opposition, both senior and junior 
Royal Navy* squads acquitted 
themselves well against tough 
Armv and RAF squads, both of 
which regularly play at least two 
National league levels above the 
Senior Service. 

The Navy hung on gamely to 
both the Army and RAF senior 
teams hut was eventually out¬ 
gunned in both matches, by the 
Army m particular. 

The RAF game was ck*cr, with 
the Navy maintaining a narrow 
lead up to half time. 

But the RAF* gained the upper 
hand soon after the interval and 
maintained it until the early end to 
the fixture, caused by a potential¬ 
ly-serious head injury lo Mne 
David Steed of KMB Logs 
C’hivcnor. 

Since recovered, Dave was 
among six of the Navy players put 
forward float whfldi the( ta mhta d 
Services team will he selected later 
this year for the international 
event in SHAPE, Belgium. 

Coaches believed tnc event was 
a positive which underlined the 
development of the sport in the 
Royal Navy. The squad is now 
looking forward to a tour to 
Canada early next month. 

The weekend of the comncti 
tion a I vi saw a notable award for 
services lo RN basketball, present¬ 
ed by the chairman of the 
RNBBA. Lt Cdr Rob kmll. to Lt 
Cdr Steve Dccncy. of SCATS I 
Military at Prestwick. 

Steve, who is due to leave the 
Navy shortly, has been an integral 
part of both RN and Combined 
Services basketball since 1979 
either as a player or coach. 

A tremendous diplomat, who 
was renowned for nis absolute 
yoftimiitalp and dedication. 
Steve has earned the respect of 
everyone he has played alongside 
or against. He will be sorely 
missed. 

Neptune 
hang on to 
squash title 

IIMS NEPTUNE took the Navy 
Cup squash trophy hack north ol 
the border when they retained 
their tiiU against ten other estab¬ 
lishments at HMS Tcmeraire. 

In the semi-final stages. 
Neptune brcc/cd past HMS 
Nehon 4 i. wink CTCRM nai 

rowly beat a depicted HMS Heron 
team 3-2. 

In the third-place play-off. 
Nelson could not get lo grips with 
the airmen's makeshift side, and 
lost 5-0. 

A much anticipated showdown 
between CTCRM and the reigning 
champions for the John Jacques 
trophy went comfortably the way 
of the Scottish side, as they out¬ 
played the Royals to win 4-1. 

Capital runs 

TWO Navy runners will he testing 
themselves in capital marathons 
this month 

POPT Oscar Wilde runs in the 
Pans Marathon on April 7. having 
cut his teeth on last year's London 
Marathon 

Oscar (37), who works at 
Dcvonport Naval Base, is raising 
money for Alexandra House in 
Plvmouth. 

A week later, LS(LOGS) 
Murray Anderson will make his 
debut in the London Marathon lo 
raiv cash for a school for handi¬ 
capped youngsters in Ayrshire. 

lo sponsor Murray , contact him 
on 07977 490735. 

Running in the same race will 
he POSA Colin Shilton, though 
Colin is aiming for a time of 
around three hours, which could 
leave Murray in his wake. 
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Gale force gunnery! 


WHILE some participants in the latest Joint Maritime 
Course (JMC021) headed for cover because of dreadful 
weather, the Geordie Gunboat* steamed on to carry out 
a gunnery exercise in very difficult conditions. 

Type 42 destroyer HMS Newcastle battled gale-force 
winds and mountainous seas off the north west of 
Scotland to ensure the firing was completed in the 
Royal Navy tradition of getting the job done. 

Commanding Officer Cdr Steve Pearson said: ‘The 
smell of cordite was literally blowing past the ship as 
we fired around 90 rounds on the Naval range near 
Cape Wrath. 

“Both the team on board and our spotters ashore did 
a superb job in gale-force winds and huge seas to exe¬ 
cute a high-quality training serial.'' 

• Left: HMS Newcastle battles into mountainous seas 
off Cape Wrath in Scotland during a gunnery exercise. 
Inset: The White Ensign of HMS Edinburgh flies over the 
Lynx Mk3 helicopter of 214 Flight 815 Naval Air 
Squadron as Newcastle's sister Type 42 HMS Edinburgh 
visits her namesake city prior to sailing for JMC02 . In 
the background are two Spanish frigates also taking 
part 

Falklands 
stalwarts 
bow out 
at last 

TWO Navy stalwarts who had major roles in the 
Falklands 20 years ago are to be taken out oI ser¬ 
vice. 





Diver dies 
in training 

A NAVAL lieutenant died in a div- 
ti t m Portsmouth 
11 i hi mi i on Match 14 

Lt David Christie (28) from 
Tipton in the West Midlands, was 
a student at the Dcfcnec Diving 
School on a training dive from a 
boat with other members of the 
course. 

lie appeared in difficulties 
when he returned to the surface 
and immediate attempts were 
made to rcsucitate him in the boat. 

He was rushed to HMS 
Excellent. Whale Island, for spe¬ 
cialist medical treatment and an 
ambulance was called to the scene. 

A Royal Navy investigation is 
going on into the cause of the acci¬ 
dent. 






The Sea Harrier - Britain's 
only front-line single-scat 
fighter - is to be withdrawn 
from service by 2006, making 
way for a joint RN/RAI 
Harrier force in an upgraded 

•bend. 

The new Joint Force Harrier 

(ii Hi is em ec M d to be Mb 

equipped with GR9 aircraft and 
operational by 2007. paving the 
way for a flexible single aircraft 
force operating from land bases 
and the planned aircraft carriers in 
around ten years time. 

It w.i's recognised i -t In in the 
1998 Strategic Defence Review 
that total integration of the two 
existing Hamers - the Naw‘s FA2 
and the RAF*sGR7 - would not K 
possible. 

The two aircraft share less than 
ten per cent of their airframes and 
avionics, and the FA2 Sea Harrier 
has a less-powerful engine than the 
RAF ground attack aircraft. It can¬ 
not easily be fitted with the more 
powerful Mk 107 power plant. 

However, it was recognised that 
a closer harmonisation between 
the forces would help the develop¬ 
ment of a joint force in the future, 
hence the announcement of the 
c wiH o ti oi ii II in l bbraM) 9W 

which set out to gradually’ merge 
the cultures and practices of the 
two Services. 

The Sea Harriers, which were a 
notable success during the 
Falklands conflict, were to relocate 
from their base at RN Air Station 
Ycovilton to RAF Cottesmore and 




RAF Wittering next year, but with 
the first withdrawals from front¬ 
line service due to begin on April 
I. 2004, the mine has been ahan- 
dkud 

Instead, it is now expected that 
FA2 personnel will transfer to the 
RAF bases to operate OR Harriers 
as FA2 squadrons disband between 
2004 and 2006. while support infra¬ 
structure for the Sea Harriers will 
remain at Ycovilton until with¬ 
drawn from service. 

Ihc change should be complete 
within three years, and shortly 
afterwards it is intended that there 
will be a 50/50 RN/RAF manning 
across the force. 

Hie exact structure of the new 
joint force has vet to be deter¬ 
mined. but it is expected that there 
will be four front-line squadrons, 
two with a majority of Royal Naw 
personnel, the others with the bal- 
■ (mom of the R AI 

Some Sea Harrier pilots will 
convert to the RAF GR7 next year 
to establish a core of Navy experi¬ 
ence in the aircraft. 

□ Veteran assault ship HMS 
Fearless returned to Portsmouth 
from her deployment to the Gulf 


streaming a 158-metre paying off 
pennant behind her - the length of 
the shin plus one fool for every one 
of her 36 years in service. 

Fearless, the last steam driven 
surface warship in the Royal Navy 
was originally slated for deletion 
from the Admiralty list more than 
20 years ago. hut survived to play 
an important role in the Falkland* 
( nntlict. 

She also escaped the axe in the 
carlv 1990s, 

The replacements for Fearless 
and her already' withdrawn sister, 
HMS Intrepid, arc HMS Albion 
and HMS Bulwark, which arc both 
due to enter service next year. 
Both have been launched, and 
Albion starts sea trials later this 
year. 

So it was felt prudent to retire 
the ship on her return from 
Operation Enduring Freedom, 
rather than undertake expensive 
maintenance to keep her running 
until next year. 

The new ships arc more sophis¬ 
ticated in terms of command, con¬ 
trol and communications systems, 
can deploy troops more rapidlv 
and will use landing craft with 


greater capacity than the existing 

dlipv 

They also have a much smaller 
complement - Fearless needs 550 
sailors, while Album will operate 
with fewer than 350. 

Fearless's last deployment 
proved to be one of her most 
eventful - she sailed last August 
for Exercise Saif Sarcea in the 
Middle East, and was due to return 
before Christmas, but remained on 
"t.ition in the aftermath of the 
September II terrorist attacks to 
support the international war 
against terrorism. 

The ship has seen much action, 
from Aden in 1966-67 through the 
Falklands to the current operations 
in the Arabian Sea. 

She also made her mark in the 
film world - the final sequences of 
the 1977 James Bond film Tht Spy 
Who Loved Mr were set up using 
Fearless in the Mediterranean. 

During filming, the ship was 
called to a real-life drama when a 
Greek merchant ship caught fire. 
Firefighters in Fearless made the 
freighter safe, winning nine brav¬ 
ery awards for their pains. 

J Special Fearless feature to 
follow in a later edition. 


Royal 

visit 

HMS Sandown was visited 
by her sponsor, the Duchess 
of Gloucester at Portsmouth 
on March 13. With her are 
the minehunters Coxswain. 
PO(D) Sid Seabrook and 
Executive Officer Lt Clay 
Wilson. USN. 
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‘ Loyal and 
Royal 9 in 
1802 


Two hundred years 
ago the Marines 
were granted the 
‘Royal’title. In a spe¬ 
cial feature for Navy 
News, military histo¬ 
rian Richard 
Brooks looks back 
at the early days of 
Britain’s ‘Sea 
Soldiers’ 
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Options oyaJ' has long been a familiar term for the 

v ■ M ^dividual Marine. This munth sees the 
2(Xlth anniversary of George II Fs award of 
1 the Royal title to the Corps, in recognition 

B their part in the Royal Navy’s victories 

against Revolutionary France during the 1790s. 


The Marines’ contribution to 
the succesAful outcome of that 
war was not limited to single 
ship and fleet actions, however. 
The military character of the 
Corps gave it special signifi¬ 
cance at a time when naval 
crews were temporary collec¬ 
tions of impressed arid often 
unwilling seamen. 

It was the Marines' discipline as 
well ns skill in battle that moved 
Lari St Vincent, when First Lord of 
the Admiralty, to petition 11 is 
Majesty to award a title carried In 
the most distinguished or sciWr 
regiments of ftxit Uj a young airps 
Shat Jilted only from 1/55. 

Marines' tactical function 
aboard ship w;ts their obvious rat- 
wvt d'tirtt I hanks to the gleam of 
red tunics through the powder 
smoke of mmatilk: battle paintings 
The nature of their rule In batik is 
rarely explored, however, beyond 
misleading references to "marks- 
men'. 

flic French Revolutionary Wars 
were the culmination of a period 
when souare -rigge J sailing w a r 
ships with baticrics ol smooth bore 
guns on each broadside dominated 
the ocean*. 

Such vessels could only engage 
targets within a restricted arc of 
fire and at shun range. Their kick 
of end-on fire and need for close-in 
defence created a tactical require¬ 
ment for well -directed small arms 
file - and this remained the prima 
f) function of Marines until the 
appearance of machine-guns and 
lone range rifled cannon 

The role of Marines as gunnery 
specialists, a prominent feature iff 
twentieth century Work! Wars, was 
a bier development. Nelson's 
Marines did soutBlm serve the 
great guns, hut their primary 
weapon was the musket. 

I ne immortal memory of 
Nelsons dealh by a sniper's shot 
has associated musketry at sea with 
individual nuirksi nans hip. hut this 
impression is misleading. 

Eighteenth century Marines 
were nut trained to pick off indi¬ 
vidual enemy officers, and were 
not usually expected to go aloft. 
Small arms men in tbe tops were 
also there to repair tbe rigging, a 
task for seamen. 

The tactical purpose of Marines 
before Trafalgar was to clear 
enemy decks with well-directed 
blasts of musketry. The emphasis 
was on volleys and tight fire con¬ 
trol. 

This entailed standing in close 


order on the most exposed parts of 
the ship. The poop and forecastle 
gave the best fields of fire, hut were 
anre^nondingly dangerous At the 
first Battle of the Capes in 178! 
John Howe ""was Stationed m the 
forecastle with twelve Prihales 2 
Corporal 1 Serjeant and one 
Lieutenant of Marines . . , they 
were all killed and wounded except 
myself and too (sic) Privets tsk) 
ami the Lieut**. 

At Trafalgar the Corps supplied 
an eighth of Nelson's manpower, 
but suffered a quarter of the casu¬ 
alties. Marine volleys broke up 
hostile hoarding parties, or cleared 
the way for their own ship's hoard¬ 
er*. Once aboard an enemy vessel 
Marines consolidaled the capture, 
securing the quarter deck, dislodg¬ 
ing anyone shooting from the lops, 
and detemm those who attempted 
to come up from the main deck 

Fven again*! small targets 
Marines operated in group* A 
1 raining manual of the 17f4K rec¬ 
ommended that “u platoon of the 
best Marksmen should be picked 
out. and ordered to take Aim, and 
fire at the Port-Holes: lieo or 
Three expert Men killed tl a Gun 
mav silence it for Half an I lour', 

Fighting under sail required 
skills that tegular infantrymen of 
the period had yet to learn. 
Marines had to keep powder dry 
and weapons serviceame despite 
the corrosive effects of sail water. 
In act km they had to hear in mind 
the von tom a! alter nut ton he tween 
firing to leeward or into the wind, 
which requireddiffcrent filing pro¬ 
cedure* and frequent changes of 
position. 


L ike ito other eighteenth 
century infantrymen, 
outside North America 
or the Balkans, Marines 
were expected to lake 
cover while reloading, and occupy 
alternative firing positions on their 
own initiative. 

A Marine officer needed sea¬ 
manship to anticipate his 
Commanding Officer's intentions, 
lest he mas* a fleeting opportunity 
to throw in his detachment's fire. 
Marines had to synchronise their 
fire with the ship's motions, learn¬ 
ing “never to give Fire but when 
the Ship b rising with the Wave: If 
you fire when die pitches, you hit 
nothing hui Sail-Water''. 

Early Marines were already 
expected to possess more flexibility 
than conventional land soldiers. 

• Turn to page 4 


Looking for someone? 


The smartest way to keep in touch 
with former comrades in HM Forces 
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he pitches, 
it Salt-Water’ 

- 18th century training manual 
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# Above: We Marines 
were awarded their first 
Royal Co/ours in 1810 . 

• Left: Newly 1 Royal* 
Marines are much in evi¬ 
dence in this rarely 
reproduced version of 
the 1 Death of Nelson 1 by 
Samuel Drummond r held 
by the National Maritime 
Museum „ The original 
sketch of the central 
group of figures is 
owned by the Royal 
Naval Museum and 
shows Sgt Seeker and 
two of his men carrying 
the mortally wounded 
Nelson below from HMS 
Victory's Quarterdeck , In 
reality , most of the 
Marines shown here 
were also out of action 
by this time. At Trafalgar 
the Corps supplied an 
eighth of Nelson's man¬ 
power, but suffered a 
quarter of the casualties. 
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"In obtaining for them the 
distinction of ‘Royal ’ / but 
inefficiently did my duty ” 


- Earl St Vincent 


• Continued from page 2 

Marines spent only a small pro¬ 
portion of their time at sea in 
action. Sea service for most con- 

rifled »»t hNeariMUe enrin^ 

enlivened by the occasional chase, 
battle or shipwreck. 

I IMS Defiance had been at sea 
upward of five years when her 
Marines petitioned the Admiralty 
for relief in 1798, hut this was not 
untypical. Conditions afloat often 
fell short of the orderliness associ¬ 
ated with a military existence. A 
newly embarked subaltern of the 
I3 Nb U..IN shocked t“ find I he 
pomp, priilc and circumst.iiKc of 
glorious war* compressed within 
the humiliating limitations of a m- 
of-w-; where unguidcd tumult and 
undisciplined confusion involved 
all arrangements in one universal 
chaos.** 

Between actions Marine detach¬ 
ments carried out general naval 
tasks, besides specific jobs for 
which their military training suited 
them. The Captain of IIMS 
Indefatigable in 1812 recognised 
the twofold division, and divided 
his Marines into a working party 
and a guard. 

Marines were not natural top- 
men. Ships’ Muster Bills placed 
them alongside less active seamen 
as wainters, or with the afterguard 
on the quarterdeck. They assisted 
with labour intensive tasks such as 
pumping ship or unmooring, when 
they appeared two between each 
bar of the C apstan, at the ‘Swifter*, 
a line ngged to accommodate extra 
hand > 

Marine officers took station 
with their men, to ensure they 
worked with appropriate spirit. 
One area where Marines took the 
lead was fitting out their ship for 
sea - rigging, cleaning, provision¬ 
ing and getting the guns and other 
stores on hoard. 

A newly commissioned ship 
often had no personnel beyond her 
officers ind a detachment ('I 
Marines, whose first job on taking 
her over from the dockyard was to 
make her habitable. 

The Naval Chronicle of 1803 
thought Marines well suited to 
such work, “as they arc from long 
habit in the late wars, good sea¬ 
men. and very fit for rigging and 
getting ready for sea ships put into 
commission . 


T he imist important mili¬ 
tary function of 
Marines, when not in 
action, was as sentries, 
to ensure the BOCUfaj of 
their ship, “the greatest trust that 
can he ItpOffd in i private BOl 
dicr". 

A Third Rate of the 1790s 
required a guard of fifty, and post¬ 
ed IS sentries: in pairs at the 
Quarter Deck. Pump. Gangway 
and forecastle' one each at the 
Ward Room. Gun Room, fore and 
After Cockpit. Galley. Bits and 
Prisoners. 

To emphasise their status, sen- 
tftof in hai bom won fall uniform, 
with half well powdered, live 
ammunition and filled canteens in 
ease they had to go ashore sudden¬ 
ly. 

Ship s orders allowed sentries 24 
hours to clean their clothes and 
accoutrements before mounting 
guard, and they might not he called 
for other duties. At sea. they had to 
make the best appearance they 
could in their second clothing or 
jackets. 

Naval vessels faced a variety of 
external and internal threats - sab¬ 
otage. fire, deserting, alcohol and 
sex. 

Marine sentries controlled 
acccK to the ship, ensuring no 
boats ran alongside without per¬ 
mission. or any unauthorised per¬ 
sons or packages entered or left 
the ship. They had to be particular- 
■HDOd in regard to women 
and people suspected of conceal¬ 
ing liquor. 

Sentries were ordered to shoot 


anyone jumping overboard after 
dark, but firing into boats was a 
risky businevs within the jurisdic¬ 
tion of British courts. A Marine 
sentry who shot a deserter from a 
hospital ship in 1759 was tried for 
murder at the Old Bailey, found 
guilty of manslaughter and brand- 

t d in the hud 

When the Boatswain piped “All 
Hands to Dance" and the shin was 
overrun with “the mcrry-laccd 
daughters of k\ii\ .iiul 01 
Marine discipline remained more 
tensely screwed up than ever, 
ready to repress dangerously 
riotous behaviour. 

This diciplinary function of 
Marines intensified after the 
Snithcad and Nnre mutinies of 
1797. Early historians of the Corps 
believed the Marines remained 
loyal throughout these events, but 
most Marines sympathised with 
the grievances of the seamen 

Neither section of the lower 
deck had received a pay rise since 
the Ui60s, and both suffered the 
same arbitrary discipline. Isolated 
examples of resistance to the muti¬ 
neers came from NCOs. A 
Corporal of Marines was ducked 
twice at Spithcad for refusing to 
lake the Delegates* oath. Sergeant 
Jenkins of HMS Monmouth at the 
Nore received three dozen lashes, 
and had his head shaved, for con¬ 
tinued attention to duty. 


T he mutinies benefit¬ 
ed Marines in two 
ways. They shared 
the substantial pay 
rises that the muti¬ 
neers had won. while measures 
taken to prevent further outbreaks 
enhanced the status and indepen¬ 
dence of the Corps. 

Earl Si Vincent, as Commander- 
in-chief in the Mediterranean, laid 
down a deliberate policy of bring¬ 
ing the Marines forward, and sepa¬ 
rating them physically from the 
seamen. 

He ordered that in future 
Marine detachments berthed 
together, aft of the seamen's quar¬ 
ters on the main deck, to prevent 
mutinous sailors bursting in upon 
the officers* cabins. Earlier Marine 
OfllOBW 000 complained that lieu 
tenants RN undermined Marine 
discipline, “imposing on them such 
tasks, .is sunk them in their own 
estimation, by insulting their mili¬ 
tary pride 

§t Vincent emphasised the di.v 
nnii military idemits of Ul 
Marines, directing their officers to 
visit them at mealtimes and keep 
up the pride and spirit of their 
detachments. 


He freed Marines from the ordi¬ 
nary duties of ships in harbour, 
except when shifting anchors or 
getting under sail lie recognised 
the importance of NCOs. and 
advocated an increase in their 
numbers 

St Vincent also stressed formal 
discipline to overawe the impres 
sionablc Every .orning. in full 
dress uniform, he watched the 
Guard present arms on the poop 
while tnc hand played God Save 
the King, with respect and deco 
rum due to the occasion. 

Naval Captains increasingly 
relied on their Mannes to maintain 
order at sea, although not all went 
as far as the Captain who appealed 
to his detachment to stand Ivy King 
and Country, against a tumultuous 
ship’s company, with the words, 
“Tnen, loyal and Royal Marines, 
we don't care a damn for the blue¬ 
jackets!" 

St Vincent always admitted his 
partiality to the Corps, and looked 
forward to the day when there was 
not another foot soldier in the 
kingdom. 

As First lx>rd of the Admiralty 
in 1801-04 he was instrumental in 
obtaining the Marines their Royal 
distinction. Communicated to the 
Corps on April 29,1802, the award 
occasioned grand festivities at the 
Divisional Headquarters in 
Chatham, Portsmouth and 
Plymouth 

New uniforms, modelled at His 
Majesty's express command on 
ihtisc of 1st Foot Guards, first 
appeared in public at the King s 
Birthday parade on June 4. 1802. 
The beauty ami CmMm Of 
S tone bouse* filled the windows of 
the officers* barracks to watch the 
Plymouth battalion fire volleys into 
the air. while the band played God 
Save the king, and the ladies flut¬ 
tered their handkerchiefs in 
response to three hearty cheers for 
His Majesty. 

At tnc very end of his life Si 
Vincent paid the Corps a last trib¬ 
ute: “In obtaining for them the dis¬ 
tinction of‘Royal* I but inefficient¬ 
ly did my duty. 

•/ never knew an appeal made 
to them for honour ,; courage, or 
loyalty that they did not more 
than realize my highest expecta¬ 
tions. If ever the hour of real dan¬ 
ger should come to England they 
will be found the country’s sheet 
anchor. m 


The Royal Marines - 1664 to 
the Present by Richard 
Brooks is published by 
Constable on March 28 at £25 



• DEVOTEE: As First Lord of the Admiralty, Earl St Vincent 
worked to obtain the Marines their Royal distinction. 



m UNIFORM CHANGES: (left 
to right) Private, Grenadier 
Coy 1790; Officer, Grenadier 
Coy 1799; Privates, Battn. 
Cos. 1802-10, Officer 1807 
The first 'Royal' uniforms 
were modelled at George 
Ill's express command on 
those of 1st Foot Guards 
and first appeared in public 
at the King's birthday 
parade at Plymouth on June 
4, 1802. 
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Don't miss this opportunity to purchase our 
top quality calendar at a reduced price 
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Our calendar looks back through the 
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Some topics featured: 

HMS OCEAN 

Mercy ships on Mosquito Coast 9 

HMS CROMER 

m Ofi call force 9 

ROYAL MARINES 
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MK 2 SEA KINGS 

’Torvhed’ 

S DUMBARTON CASTLE 

“ Biscay rescue* 
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